








ee: 
Zz 


—® 























Thirty-First Year 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., DECEMBER 9, 1903 


Volume 56 Number 24 




















NESE WARSHIP 











this being the price of the Jap- 








N my return to Chefoo from 

Port Arthur, I found the steam- 

er Tategami, by which I pro- 

posed going to Japan, at 

anchor in the harbor, so I lost 
no time in collecting my traps that had 
been left at the Beach hotel and going 
on board the Tategami. About noon 
we pulled up the anchor and sailed for 
Nagasaki. I found the Tategamito be 
a comfortable little vessel of 2,700 tons. 
Her length is 300 ft and her breadth 40 
ft. I was interested to note by the mak- 
er’s nameplate that she was built in 
Japan. The plate was inscribed, ''No. 
90, Mitsu Bishi Dock Yard & Engine 
Works, Nagasaki, Dec. 1898.”’ 

We left Chefoo Aug. 26, and by the 
afternoon of Aug. 281 find the following 
entry in my note book: ‘Just passing 
dockyard: Nagasaki harbor. City of 
Peking passed us outward bound.” So 
it took us a little over 48 hours to 
make the run across. The trip was an 
uneventful one. There were not many 
passengers, but some very pleasant 
ones, including two New York ladies 
who had been making a trip to the 
great wall of China, and two American 
naval officers bound to the United 
States naval hospital at Yokohama for 
repairs of which they were sadly in 
need. 

Shortly before reaching Nagasaki we 


Were passed by six Japanese warships ~ 


that were returning from maneuvers. 
They came on in single file, pretty close 
tovether but keeping their distance 
beautifully. ‘I got out the camera and 
photographed one of them and soon 
afierwards a large notice was put in my 
st: teroom to the effect that passengers 
should get the permission of the com- 
minder before taking photographs, as 
thore are many places in Japan where it 
is forbidden to take photographs. Un- 
fortunately Nagusaki is one of them, 
80 | hadto be content with a pocket 
kodak which could be kept out of sight. 
It was not reassuring to read in the 
morning paper, as I did, of the arrest of 
a German tourist for taking photo- 
graphs within the stragetic zone at 
Osaka. In passing I will mention that 
there are daily papers published in 
E.glish in Nagasaki, Kobe, Yokohama 
aid Tokyo. In Yokohama there are 
several English dailies, but the price is 
Ta.her in inverse proportion to the 
amount of news contained. I found 20 
8en, or 5d rather high for a daily paper, 

The first of this series of articles ap- 
be hy inthe Northwestern Miller of June 


an Mail, though 10 sen was the 
price of the other Yokohama 
dailies. 

As we entered Nagasaki harbor we 
passed the United States transport 
ship Sherman which was taking a lot 
of troops back from Manila. Some 
of the Nagasaki merchants afterward 
told me that for a long time the trade 
with the American transports had been 
a very good one for them as there had 
been about five transports in monthly, 
but now they have dwindled down to one 
a month, so the business does not amount 
to much. Nagasaki isa good coaling 
station, as coalis mined close by, and 
the coaling is expeditiously done, the 
work being largely accomplished by 
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short stay of 24 hoursin Naga- 

















saki. 
Nagasaki is on the island of 
Kyushu, which is the most 
southerly of the large islands of Japan 
and the third in point of size. The 
largest island is Honshu, on which are 
Yokohama and Tokyo. This has an 
area of about 87,426 square miles, 
against 30,366 for Hokaido and15,702 for 
Kyushu. Nagasaki was the first Jap- 
anese port to be opened to foreigners. 
As far back as 1571 a treaty of commerce 
was made with the Portuguese. So 
for nearly 300 years this city enjoyed 
a monopoly of the foreign trade. Since 
the opening up ofthe country in 1868, 
however, it has been far outstripped by 
Yokohama. Still its trade is consider- 














A PICTURESQUE SPOT—NAGASAKI HARBOR 


girls who handle the small coal baskets 
most quickly. So itis a port of call 
for many lines of ocean steamers. The 
Tategami did not go alongside a dock 
but anchored in the harbor and soon 
after we anchored I got ashore in a 
sampan belonging to the Nagasaki 
hotel where I spent the night. The 
Nagasaki sampans are different from 
those in China, They are wedge-shaped 
coming to a sharp point at the bow, an 

they generally have a little cabin that 
gives welcome shelter from sun or rain, 
both of which I experienced during my 


able. In 1900, it amounted to over §11,- 
000,000 gold. The principal imports 
were raw cotton, sugar, kerosene, etc., 
while the chief exports were coal, rice, 
marine products, etc. 

There is a fairly good little flour mill 
in Nagasaki to which I paida flying 
visit. Here I met Mr. Ackerman, the 
foreign superintendent who gave me 
such information as he could in the 
limited time I had. ‘This mill is on the 
water. Asa ruleit gets its wheat sup- 
ply largely from the island of Kyushu, 
but this year, owing to the failure of 


the Japanese wheat crop, it has been 
obliged to import wheat. Mr. Acker- 
man says that one great trouble with the 
Japanese farmers is that they will not 
change their seed, so that the wheat be- 
comes degenerated. This year the farm- 
ers did not even have enough wheat for 
seed so the mill has sold large quan- 
tities of wheat for seed and Mr. Acker- 
man rather expects some good results 
to follow from this enforced change of 
seed, 

The mill was built in 1889 by an Eng- 
lish firm and has a capacity of 900 bags 
of 49 lbs in 24 hours. Mr. Ackerman has 
been in charge from the start. He ar- 
rived early in July, 1889, and got the mill 
to running by the middle of December 
the same year. Hesaid he wanted to 
have a photo ofa gasoline launch be- 
longing to the mill, but the authorities 
would not allow it to be taken, so strict 
are they; but I ventured to take a hasty 
snap shot of the mill and courtyard 
from the rear. On both sides of .the 
court are warehouses belonging to the 
mill. ‘he wooded hills in the distance 
formed a pleasing background to the 
picture. ‘The millis a brick building 
of three stories and an attic. The 
ground fioor is given up to the shafting 
and elevator boots, the rollers being on 
the floor above. ‘The mill was not run- 
ning full time owing to the short wheat 
supply. It does a large localtrade. A 
merchant in town who owns a bakery 
told me that he used three-fourths of the 
local flour to one-fourth of foreign as 
the local fiour is cheaper. So even with 
the handicap of a short wheat crop the 
mill seems to be able to hold its trade. 
The mill is said to be doing fairly well 
now under Japanese ownership, though 
the foreigners who started it did not 
make a financial success of it. 

Nagasaki has a native population of 
107,000 but its foreign population ex- 
clusive of Chinese is only 600. The for- 
eign settlement joins the native town on 


the south. The principal street is the 
bund, or street facing the water. This 
isa wide and well-kept street. It is 


not built up on the water side so there 
is an unobstructed view of the fine har- 
bor. Extensive reclamation works are 
in progress by which the harbor will be 
deepened and considerable foreshore 
added to the town. 

The hills at the back of the town come 
down elose to the water, so that if you 
go straight back from the bund you 
soon have to begin climbing up hill. 
The hills afford pleasant building sites 
and most ofthe foreign residents live 
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on the hillsides. I made the somewhat 
steep ascent to the American consulate 
in aricksha by a series of zigzags but 
failed to meet the consul. 

Another hill 1 ascended was that on 
which is the Shinto temple of O-Suwa. 
This is approached through a long ave- 
nue of venerable trees, and as it was 
getting on toward dusk atthe time it 
seemed very dark and mysterious under 
the thick shade. The surroundings 
seemed well in keeping with a place of 
worship. After climbing steep paths 
and steps for some time I came to an 
open space from which a broad flight of 
steps led tothe temple proper. Il was 
much interested in the stone lanterns 
which were the first I had seen in 
Japan, though I have seen plenty of 
them since as they abound at all the 
temples. Two large stone lanterns 
stand atthe base of the steps. There 
is a fine view over the harbor to be had 
from the top, and there is a curious 
votive offering in the form of a bronze 
horse to be seen, but I found it pretty 
hot work climbing up as far as the 
temple and forebore going further. Un- 
fortunately we got ashore from the 
steamer just too late to find the mer- 
chants at their offices. I made oneortwo 
calls but gave it upon finding no one 
athome. Atone place, where the resi- 
dence evidently was in the same build- 
ing as the office, I directed the ricksha 
man to stop. The man, who spokea 
little pigeon English, said, ‘'Master, 
he makee die before 10 days,’’ so I did 
not see him. I suppose the reader will 
guess that this is pigeon English 
meaning thatthe master of the house 
had died 10 days previously. 

Then | proceeded on beyond the for- 
eign settlement through narrow streets 
bordered by small native shops with 
open fronts where all sorts of odd wares 
were displayed. At one place I stopped 
in front of a flour shop anda young girl 
who was getting water at a well came 
out tome with adipper of water and 
offered mea drink. I hated to refuse 
the proffered courtesy but visions of 
microbes lurking in that dipper were 
too strong for my gallantry and the 
maid pouted as I bowed and tried to in- 
dicate by gestures thatI was a thou- 
sand times obliged but that my doctor 
had forbidden me to drink water even 
when offered by a pretty girl. I went 
on nearly to the head of the harbor. 
Here a creek coming in separates Na- 
gasaki from Inasa where the dock yards 
are. Crowds of workmen passed me on 
their way home from work. They had 
oven ferried across from Inasa. 

I found the Nagasaki hotel very com- 
fortable. Il had a room onthe water 
side with a balcony from which | took 
a view overthe harbor the following 
morning. ‘The morning was misty and 
Inasa-yama, the hill or mountain across 
the harbor, was but dimly outlined 
across the dull sky. 

There are about half a dozen foreign 
firms that handle flour in Nagasaki and 
I managed to interview all of them be- 
fore the ‘Tategami_ started at four 
o’clock. ‘There was nothing to com- 
plain of as to the punctuality of the 
Tategami; in fact, like the minister who 
prayed for rain she rather overdid it 
and started slightly ahead of time. 
Owing to this the attendant of one of 
the naval officers who wasin a sam- 
pan making forthe 'Tategami, had the 
chagrin of seeing her go off without 
him. Fortunately he was able to go on 


by train and rejoined our steamer the 
following morning at Mouji. 

Among the Nagasaki merchants I 
found some New Englanders whose 
store looked not unlike a general store 
ina good country town athome. One 
of these men had been out 40 years and 
had never been back. ‘This particular 
firm sells about 30,000 4%-bbl bags of 
flour yearly, mostly medium grades 
worth at present yen 2.15 per’ sack. 
Speaking of the business rights of for- 
eigners in Japan the proprietor men- 
tioned that foreigners may do business 
all over Japan but they can not buy 
property outside of the foreign settle- 
ments and in these the land is held 
rather undera long lease and subj-ct 
to a ground rent than as freehold. 

The representative of another firm 
said that some years ago he had tried 
dealing in flour but his first experience 
was so unsatisfactory that he had given 
itup. He got in 4,000 tons in summer 
and after it was in the godown heavy 
rains set in that lasted 37 days without 
intermission, accompanied by such 
winds that doors and windows had to 
be closed. The result was a lot of dam- 
aged fiour. It was poor consolation to 
know that other firms lost still more 
heavily. 

I think it was this same gentleman 
who complained that the mill had not 
sent the draft to the bank where he di- 
rected it sent and as many millers may 
not understand the way this works to 
the prejudice of the receiver | may 
mention that in remote places like Na- 
gasaki, very often the agents for big 
banks at home are not bankers pure 
and simple but merchants and competi- 
tors of the receiver. Now a _ receiver 
naturally objects to having his com- 
petitor know the details of his trans- 
actions, such as prices, quantities, from 
whom bought, etc., all of which infor- 
mation is obtainable from the draft and 
accompanying documents. Therefore 
when a buyer asks to have the docu- 
ments sent toa particular bank, pro- 
vided the bank is sound, the miller will 
do well to take some pains to have them 
sent as requested. 

Speaking of the way the Japanese 
deal with the plague, a merchant said 
that they alone had coped with it suc- 
cessfully and they adopt somewhat 
drastic measures. ‘'hey burn down the 
houses where plague has occurred. In 
Nagasaki there is a very good disinfec - 
ing plant and if there is a reason to su-- 
pect plague on any ship where natives 
have been working the natives are dis- 
infected with carbolic acid before they 
are allowed to go to their homes. There 
were afewcases of plague in Yoko- 
hama while Il was there and 1 saw by 
the papers that acommission of Jap- 
anese had been appointed to visit the 
district and arrange for the purchase of 
the houses that were to be burned. For- 
tunately anative house is nota very 
expensive affair. In Nagasaki I noticed 
that surface drains were in use, but it 
was much cleaner than some of the 
places I visited in China and owing to 
the careful system of disinfection it is 
a healthy town. 

Another member of the trade said that 
brands are not so important in Japan as 
in China, as the Japanese will buy that 
which is cheapest. He added that the 
means of communication in Kyushu 
are good. In addition to the railway 
there are good country roads and plenty 
of coasting boats. 


A flour that was having an extensive 
sale in Nagasaki was selling at yen 
1.80 per 4-bbl bag and the best flour 
was retailing at yen 2.65 per bag. There 
is an import duty on wheat and fiour in 
Japan which favors wheat. Flour pays 
64%c duty per 133 lbs while wheat only 
pays lic. This makes the duty on a 
barrrel of flour about 68%c. 

The manager of another firm told me 
that he handled 150 to 200 tons yearly of 
high grade Pacific coast flour. He had 
samples of flour from Minnesota but 
could do nothing with them as they 
were too dear. 

Another merchant said that the Jap- 
nese use flour in the shape of all 
kinds of cakes and also for macaroni 
but not for bread. Though fiour be 
used only to a slight extent -in each 
family there should be a large con- 
sumption of it in Kyushu with its popu- 
lation of nearly 7,000,000 which is scat- 
tered about the island at the rate of 400 
to the square mile. This compares with 
490 to the square mile in western Honshu 
and 4480 in middle Honshu. When we 
consider how short of land the Japanese 
are, compared with their population, 
we can hardly blame them for the law 
which prohibits foreigners from own- 
ing any of their soil. On our approach 
to Nagasaki we had noticed how care- 
fully the land was terraced and culti- 
vated farup the hillsides. From the 
statement of the density of population 
it will be seen how necessary itis for 
the Japanese to cultivate every avail- 
able inch of ground. 

In going about Nagasaki I passed 
several times overa bridge crossing a 
canal well filled with sampans and sail 
boats. This seemed to be about the 
dividing line between the foreign settle- 
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ment and the native town, the settle- 
ment being to the right. On this bridge 
were signs addressed to pedestrians in 
Japanese and English. The latter 
read: ‘'The walker should pass left 
side.”’ I presume the dictionary would 
give these words the meaning intended, 
but for all that they struck me as rather 
amusing. Besides the English signs I 
found English spoken by officials; for 
instance, atthe postoffice where there 
isa special department for European 
mails. Three o’clock soon comes 
around when you have a number of 
calls to make and soon after three I was 
off again tothe 'lategami. It seemed 
rather homelike at the Nagasaki hotel. 
Perhaps one reason was that a signin 
one of the hotel corridors read ‘' Depot 
Quartermaster U. S. A. Transport De- 
partment.”’ 

We left Nagasaki and its beautiful 
harbor, and next morning early we 
were at Mouji where we were to coal. 
Mouji is another of the fortified places 
where cameras are prohibited. Itis at 
the northern extremity of the island of 
Kyushu. Directly opposite it is Shi- 
minoseki on the main island of Hon- 
shu. The straits here are narrow and 
it is only a short ferry ride across. 
Thus Nagasaki is in direct rail commu- 
nication with Yokohama via Kote and 
Kyoto, for | have already mentioned 
there is arail line from Nagasaki to 
Mouji. ‘Though we had a few hours 
here there was nothing much to see and 
none of the passengers went ashore, 
They had all been ashore at Nagasaki, 
however, and most of them had brought 
away some souvenirs. Nagasaki is 
noted for tortoise shell and one pas- 
senger had two very handsome tortoise 
shell covers for brushes obtained there. 
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We left Mouji about 1lSa. m., Aug. 30, 
The sun was hot though there was a 
breeze that tempered it somewhat. At 
Mouji the scenery was picturesque as 
there are high hills on both sides of the 
straits. ‘This is the entrance to the 
Inland sea of Japan. That evening there 
was a beautiful afterglow in the sky 
after sunset and many of the passengers 
remained on deck enjoying the sight, 
We passed many rocky islands and high 
points and about a hundred million 
fishermen, I should say. Each man 
was sitting all solitary and alone in his 
little boat with a kind of flare light that 
serves the double purpose of attracting 
the fish and giving warning to passing 
steamers. I donot see how steamers can 
avoid running down a fisherman or two 
occasionally, they are so numerous, but 
we managed to accomplish the feat 
though we came very close to several 

The following morning I found the 
fishermen still with us. Land was near 
us on our right and visitle on our left. 
About 10:30 a. m. we came to anchor in 
Kobe harbor, the trip from Chefoo hay- 
ing taken just five days, including the 
stop of 24 hours in Nagasaki. 





American Wheat Inspection 


In a recent consular report from Mar- 
seilles, France, Robert P. Skinner says: 
There is again complaint at this port 
with respect to the carelessness :f 
American inspectors, and local millers 
are hardly in a mood to receive Ameii- 
can propositions. I have detailed i:- 
formation respecting one lot of 40,(\0 
tons [?] of red winter No. 2 shipped fron 
one of our southern ports, receipt of 
which was refused by the buyers on ar- 
rival at Marseilles because the grain 





did not conform to the certified descrip- 
tion given by the inspecting authorities 
at the port of departure. At auction sule 
this same wheat brought some thice 
cents less than the price at which it 
had been purchased, and the case is 
now in the local courts. The principle 
involved in this matter is the same is 
that frequently discussed in my repor's. 

European buyers find our American 
inspection plan admirable in theory but 
unsatisfactory in practice. for the rea- 
son that no guaranty whatever accoin- 
panies the certificate. No United States 
official is authorized to fix crop stai 
ards, and inspectors have varying id: 
respecting an undertermined standa‘: 
by which they undertake to grade gra 
coming before them. 


Samy 





Peculiar Court Decision 

The supre me court of Kansas, in a ‘le 
cision, holds that the word ‘‘provl- 
sions” includes corn, oats and br«n. 
The question was raised in a suit about 
a contract wherein the term *' provisio.s 
or goods” occurs. One party to the con- 
tract contended that corn, oats and bran 
did not come within this term, It ws 
alleged that corn, oats and bran are feed 
for horses and ‘'provisions” are food 
for mankind only. The supreme court 
says this is wrong and it goes back (0 
Dr. Johnson’s dictionary and quotes ‘he 
following ancient definition of oats: 
‘tA grain, which in England is general- 
ly given to horses, but in Scotland sup- 
ports the people.”’ 





The reports as to foreign markets |or 
macaroni wheat and flour, received 
the department of agriculture from te 
various consuls, are not encouraging 
for a possible export business. 
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WHILE the advance in the price of 
wheat stimulated the flour business to 
some extent in the last week, asa whole 
it was a dull period for mills almost 
generally. Buying was spasmodic and 
uncertain. Minneapolis mills reported 
a fair amount of business; but the ad- 
vance in freight rates has placed the 
northwestern mills at a disadvantage 
with some of their competitors located 
elsewhere and who are said to be get- 
ting a comparatively better rate on their 
products. However this may be, the re- 
ports as to sales made during the week 
do not indicate that the ‘tcompetitors”’ 
secured a major part of the exceedingly 
light business passing. Throughout the 
winter wheat belt there were few new 
orders booked though the mills were 
kept busy on old orders. Sales for ex- 
port are rarely heard of as foreigners’ 
ideas of a price basis are not in accord 
with those of the sellers in America. 


THE Northwestern Miller’s cables to- 
day note a more active demand for fiour 
in the Amsterdam market, though Min- 
nesota clear is wanted chiefly. The 
London market is quiet but steady, 
with little or no variation in prices. 
Liverpool reports no improvement, and 
that the speculative movements in 
America have been inoperative there. 
In the Glasgow fiour market the de- 
mand has slightly revived but there is 
still room for great improvement. Busi- 
ness passing has been very small. RKe- 
ceipts of flour have been very heavy. 

* 
* * 


Mr. JAMES J. HILL’s speech at the 


Northwestern Miller dinner has stirred 
up the animals in the ship-subsidy 


~ menagerie to an amazing degree. The 


idea that an American shipowner who 
is contesting the trade of the seas with 
all comers and who intends to continue 
so to do on even a larger scale of opera- 
tions than heretofore, should speak with 
scorn of ship subsidies surpasses their 
limited comprehension. The ship-sub- 
sidy idea is a product of the east, where 
protection of some sort is regarded as 
essential to the success of any large 
enterprise. Its advocates failto grasp 
a fact that is patent to men of Mr. 
Hill’s capacity. They do not and can 
not realize the existence of a dominant 
feeling in the west that the protection 
idea has been grossly overdone; that 
there is far too much of it already, and 
that any kind of industry which has to 
depend for its existence on government 
help, aid, support, or graft of any kind, 
does not deserve to live. 


THE country asa whole is heartily 
sick of this sort of thing, but the per- 


sistent advocates of governmental aid 
for infant industries are so infatuated 
with their god of protection that they 
do not realize it has seen its best days. 
They refuse tu take any steps, however 
obvious the need may be, toward a low- 
ering of the tariff, toward reciprocity or 
any other common-sense trade arrange- 
ments, but cling with a silly and fatal 
obstinacy to the belief that, if the tariff 
be made sufficiently high and the sub- 
sidies sufficiently large, America can 
hold her own in an international trade. 
Mr. Hill said that what his ships need- 
ed was business and not a bonus. If 
the laws of the country prevented his 
ships from sailing under the flag of the 
United States, he would sail them under 
some other flag. This was a manly and 
straightforward declaration and as such 
appeals to the common sense of the 
business man, although it may not 
please those who yearn for government 
coddling. 


As a matter of fact the shipper does 
not care arap whether the boat which 
carries his freight abroad flies the flag 
of America or the flag of Britain, so 
long as the rate of freight is low and 
the delivery of the goods satisfactory. 
The movement to subsidize shipbuild- 
ing and so create by artificial means an 
American merchant marine finds little 
favor in the west where much of the 
foreign-bound freight originates. Ifthe 
United States had a merchant marine 
it would probably be eontrolled by 
Rockefeller. The shippers would 
rather pay their freight money to Great 
Britain. Rockefeller and the other 
Captains of Industry who have grown 
fabulously rich through protection have 
enough. Let the money for freight car- 
rying goto Britain, as some return for 
the market she keeps open to us. When 
she closes her ports to American prod- 
ucts, it will be time enough to take 
freight away from her ships. 


Ir those who advocate the creation of 
an American merchant marine mean 
what they say, let them bend their en- 
ergies toward the repeal of the absurd 
and ridiculous shipping laws which 
make it impossible for the American 
flag to be carried on aship unless a 
bounty of some sort goes with it. What 
we need is freer trade, lower tariffs and 
greater liberty to do business with the 
rest of the world on the same basis as 
other nations. As Mr. Hill aptly said, 
‘tWe must either count ourselves out of 
the great family of trading nations or 
get into the game and play with the 
same kind of chips that other people 
play with.’’? At present,in the matter 
of shipping, we are buying blue chips 
ina blue-chip country and attempting 
to win in an international game where 
white chips are current. No wonder the 
player stands to lose and no wonder 
that he is anxious to make Uncle Sam 
stand for his losses. 


In speaking of this subject the Balti- 
more News says: ‘tJust as the advo- 
cates of the ship-subsidy bill were be- 
ginning to get happy over the possibil- 
ity of Congress taking a more ioc 
notice of their scheme, Mr. James 
Hill rudely interrupts their hopefulness 
by some plain talk. This is not the 
first time that Mr. Hill has jarred the 
ship-subsidy claimants. When they 
were making a very lively campaign a 
few years ago and pictured so eloquent- 
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ly the impossibility of an American 
merchant marine worthy of the name 
without a government pension, Mr. Hill 
tersely said that the way to get business 
was to provide facilities and go after it. 
He backed his views by building 20,000- 
ton ships to trade with the Orient. Ata 
recent dinner in Minneapolis, given 
under the auspices of the Northwestern 
Miller, Mr. Hill again spoke his mind 
on the ship subsidy. In this speech he 
pointed out things in our shipping laws 
which he considered as a handicap to 
the development of the American 
merchant marine, and referred to at- 
tempts made to start the Interstate 
Commerce Commission after his lines 
because they were diverting freight 
from Manila to Chicago through Puget 
Sound instead of via New York.”’ 


THE American Syren and Shipping of 
New York attempts to handle the sub- 
ject with an off-handed familiarity and 
a certain careless, jocular style which it 
evidently believes to be a very close 
imitation of American free and easy 
journalism. Syren and Shipping is 
really an English journal which has 
recently honored this country by estab- 
lishing a branch of itself within its 
benighted borders. When an English- 
man departs from the dignified and 
decent tone which is natural to his 
country and essays the slangy, slap- 
dash and irresponsible sort of thing 
which he understands is proper to re- 
cently acquired Americanism, he usual- 
ly over-plays his hand and out-herods 
Herod. Itis so with Syren and Ship- 
ping and if the American shipping in- 
terest derives either pleasure or profit 
from this sort of a representative, it is 
in a bad way. 


AMERICAN Syren and Shipping pre- 
faces its remarks on Mr. Hill by say- 
ing that ‘tThe Northwestern Miller is 
a great industrial journal, which is con- 
ducted with signal ability.”’ This 
compliment may or may not be de- 
served, but it would be appreciated 
much more if it did not come from the 
same source as an infamous and most 
outrageous slander on the national gov- 
ernment which recently appeared in the 
same columns. Syren and Shipping 
had the effrontery to speak as follows of 
conditions in Washington: ‘*No one 
who does not know the depths of deg- 
radation which are in painful evidence 
in the public life of the national capital 
can comprehend the pressure which is 
put upon the heads of departments by 
public men of bad character to find 
places for men and women of evil re- 
pute, whose only claim for office is 
that they have done dirty work of one 
kind or another for their senators, con- 
gressmen or others in high places in 
the federal system. Speaking of the 
sort of people who are drawing salaries 
for doing next to nothing for the tax 
payers, the head of a government de- 
partment pointed out to us in his offices 
the other day more than a_ hundred 
mistresses of public men—eight having 
been connected with former presidents. 
Of women of this class in another de- 
partment, more than a hundred and 
fifty were put there only to draw pay 
and thus save their keep from calling 
on the purses of the publicists whom 
they solace in their hours of ease.’”’ 


A MORE filthy, slimy, revolting lie 
than the foregoing extract was never 
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printed. It is so wholly false, so un- 
utterably foul, so base, indecent and 
inconceivably loathsome that language 
fails to properly denounce it. There is 
not one atom of truth in it and the 
journal which would print such a hor- 
rible attack upon the decent men and 
women who occupy governmental posi- 
tion in Washington has no place among 
reputable publications. The North- 
western Miller, therefore, does not feel 
at all flattered by praise coming from 
such a quarter. After quoting such an 
extract from Syren and Shipping it 
seems hardly necessary to refer at 
length to what it has to say about Mr. 
Hill’s Minneapolis speech. ‘'Judging 
from the menu with which our good 
friends of the Northwestern Miller 
favored us,’’ says this representative of 
the subsidy hunters, ‘itis not wondrous 
that good Uncle Jimmy got gay during 
his speech.’’ Syren and Shipping, the 
slanderer of honest Washington clerks, 
has no ‘‘good friends’? in the North- 
western Miller and it received no menu 
whatever from that or any other source. 
A small lie of this kind is, however, 
hardly worth noticing. The remainder 
of the paragraph with its would-be 
funny references to ''Uncle Jimmy”’ 
whom it speaks of as'‘'the rugged de- 
scendant of a long line of grim Puri- 
tans’”’—Mr. Hill, by the way, was born 
in Canada of Scotch-Irish descent—is 
too silly, futile and altogether cheap to 
merit even passing comment. If the 
ship-subsidy people desire to damage 
their cause beyond recovery they can 
dono better than to keep the editor of 
Syren and Shipping busy. 
* 
* * 


Mr. HERDMAN’S modest but admir- 
able article in the Scotsman on _ the 
milling trade of Edinburgh and Leith 
is reprinted in these columns. It is 
regrettable that its otherwise moderate 
tone should be marred by one reference 
to his American competitors which 
could have been omitted to the ad- 
vantage of the whole. In speaking of 
the invention of the purifier, the intro- 
duction of rolis and the resultant ad- 
vantage of the American over the 
Scotch miller, Mr. Herdman_ says: 
'tThe Americans were jubilant, ussert- 
ing that they would sweep every British 
mill out of existence; but the mere ac- 
cident of the American millers being 
forced of necessity to discover some 
other method of milling their hard 
wheat and being shown how to do it by 
Mr. Gray, a Scotsman, did not justify 
their arrogant attitude as time has 
shown.”’ 


Ir the American millers ever made 
such an assertion as that charged to 
them by Mr. Herdman, itis singular 
that the trade publications of the time 
contained no reference to or reflection 
of such a sentiment. Without claiming 
too much for American modesty, itis 
only fair tothe millers of that day to 
say that they had fartoo much sense 
and judgment to utter any such non- 
sense. They were busy men, not given 
to bragging or much talk of what they 
would or could do; they first did things 
and left their successors to tell about 
their achievements. In reading the 
files of the milling journals of that 
era, one is impressed by the lack of 
boasting and they certainly contain 
nothing which would warrant Mr. 
Herdman’s charge that the millers who 
were foremost in developing the mod- 
ern system of flour making were brag- 
garts or that they took an arrogant 
position toward their old-world com- 
petitors. Unless the Edinburgh miller 
is prepared to substantiate his state- 
ment, he should have the grace to cor- 
rect it, as the least that is due the mem- 
ory of these pioneers who performed 
their great work and then passed on to 
another world is plain justice. 


Mr. HERDMAN says truly that the 
British miller has worked out his own 
salvation and has never gone crying to 
government to help him in any way. 
Since this is so, Mr. Chamberlain’s pro- 
posal to ‘'re-establish’’ him seems 
rather supererogatory. Neither the 
American nor the British miller has 
any desire to ask national aid to help 
him compete. Heis able totake care 
of himself, if his government will see 
that no artificial barriers are placed in 
his way. 

WHILE he is, he says, opposed to any 
form of protection, Mr. Herdman thinks 
it is only fair that flour manufactured 
abroad should pay a tax per sack 
equal, at least, to that which the home 
miller and his men pay to the Imperial 
and municipal treasuries. ‘This would 
seem fair on the face of it but on closer 
examination the principle on which 
such a tax would necessarily be based 
is as unsound as any other scheme 
whereby an attempt is made to equalize 
competition by taxation. The home 
miller’s taxes are a part of the expense 
to which he is put in making a barrel of 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


flour. If his taxes are higher than those 
of his competitor, he is to that extent 
handicapped. The American miller is 
taxed quite as much as the Scotch miller. 
There is as much reason in asking for 
a duty to equalize the cost of labor as 
in asking that the imported flour 
should pay local taxes. 


To push the application of the prin- 
ciple further and with equally sound 
logic, if Edinburgh flour, after paying 
loca] taxes were shipped to London and 
there sold, it would bein order to de- 
mand that it pay the same tax as the 
London miller paid. Mr. Herdman 
says he is opposed to any form of pro- 
tection; yet in the next sentence he 
favors a tax which is protective and 
nothing else; the idea being to force 
the foreigner to beara part of the bur- 
den of the taxation which obtains in 
the particular market in which his 
goods are sold. 


TAXES, like labor, the cost of wheat, 
the interest charges and every other 
item which goes to make up the total 
expense of making a barrel of flour, are 
all in the game and he who has the 
least to pay on that item as on the 
others is the best fitted to compete. 
All such charges should properly ac- 
crue at the place of manufacture. If 
the home miller is subject to certain 
Imperial and municipal taxes, it is as- 
sumed that he derives, equally with his 
fellow citizens, the benefits resultant 
from the expenditure of such revenue. 
It is obvious that the foreign miller can 
not share in such benefits and he should 
not in fairness be taxed on account of 
them. Of course Britain has the right 
and the powerto levy such duties as 
she may deem fit and proper upon 
goods imported by her people, but asa 
matter of fairness and justice, since 
that is the basis upon which Mr. Herd- 
man makes his claim, it is no more fair 
to make foreign flour subject to munic- 
ipal and Imperial tax than itis to call 
the tax a duty and levy it upon all flour 
imports without regard to the taxation 
of the local miller. After all, the great 
point is, not to equalize the cost of pro- 
duction among competitors, but to se- 
cure the cheapest and best food for the 
masses of the people. 

* 
* * 


THE millers of Kansas City gave a 
fine exhibition of southwestern hospi- 
tality last Saturday evening when they 
entertained at dinner a large number of 
their brethren of the trade. Nearly one 
hundred of the representative millers of 
the west sat down together to the ample 
feast placed before them and the occa- 
sion was one of the pleasantest as well 
as the most successful in the history of 
the milling industry. A few years ago 
such an attendance would have been 
hard to secure fur a convention, but so 
much has the spirit of the trade changed 
for the better,that it is no longer extraor- 
dinary to find millers coming from long 
distances to confer and advise with their 
competitors over the cheerful dining 
table; ready to exchange opinions and 
cultivate friendly and tolerant business 
relations, to the end that the whole in- 
dustry may be advanced and improved. 


THE churlish jealousy and narrow 
partisanship which used to make it im- 
possible for the millers to come together 
without striking fire is a thing of the 
past and only the most hopelessly small 
and petty millers now disdain to co- 
operate with their fellows. The old or- 
ganizations, now happily no more, 
seemed to encourage a feeling of resent- 
ment and distrust toward all those who 
did not exactly agree with their point of 
view; their object in being was not so 
much the upbuilding of the trade as a 
whole as the protection and advance- 
ment of the interests of the individuals 
who belonged to them. Based upon this 
rather narrow principle they found it im- 
possible to adjust themselves to the 
spirit of the times and, therefore, after 
passing through the successive stages 
of stagnation, dry-rot and complete in- 
effectiveness, became moribund and 
finally extinct. It may be said for them 
that they served their generation as well 
as could have been expected, but they 
would have been entirely inadequate to 
present requirements. 


In their place, the millers of today are 
fairly well organized into groups or 
clubs for local objects affiliated with a 
federation for national work. ‘This sys- 
tem is sufficiently elastic to. give each 
smaller body ample liberty of action in 
matters directly affecting them, yet 
with suflicient cohesiveness to make it 
easy to get concerted action when neces- 
sary tomove toward 4 common end. 
The result is that, since the Millers’ Na- 
tional Federation was formed, there has 
been a great increase in organized 
work, afar greater and more general 
understanding of the conditions which 
obtain in various sections of the mill- 
ing field, and a higher appreciation of 


the character and merits of those en- 
gaged in the business of flour making. 


WITH this has come a desire to be- 
come better acquainted, to meet each 
other more frequently and to treat each 
other more fairly and with more consid- 
eration. An era of good-fellowship is 
coming about and the Kansas City din- 
ner gave a splendid and memorable ex- 
pression to this sentiment, which in the 
end will serve to weld the millers of this 
very wide country into a strong and 
forceful body of business men, know- 
ing each other, confident of the underly- 
ing integrity of the whole and ready, 
when the occasion demands, to work 
together intelligently for the good of 


, the entire industry. One must be a pes- 


simist indeed who could not foresee good 
results from such a meeting as that 
which the Kansas City Millers’ Club 
arranged last Saturday, and he who at- 
tended it and came away unimpressed 
by the latent individual strength and in- 
telligence of the milling trade, must 
have been singularly obtuse. It is to 
be hoped that similar dinners may be 
given by other millers’ clubs in the fu- 
ture and that they may be equally well 
attended. 








News by Telegraph 


(Special cables and telegrams from North- 
western Miller correspondents.) 


Official Report on Kansas Crop 


KANSAS City, Dec. 8.—[Special 'Tele- 
gram.]—The report of Secretary Coburn 
of the Kansas board of agriculture, is- 
sued Monday, gives Kansas a wheat 
crop of $4,041,900 bus. This is an increase 
of more than three million over after- 
harvest estimates and makes the crop 
the largest ever raised by this state. It 
is 4 per cent greater than the 1901 crop 
and 72 per cent over that of 1902. Seven- 
teen counties raised more than two mil- 
lion bushels each. The area sown is 
now 5,671,370 acres. This is a 4 per cent 
decrease from the area a year ago. The 
acreage sown is less in the western part 
ofthe state on account of lack of help at 
harvest time, which discourages wheat 
raising. The corn crop is placed at 169,- 
350,770 bus. The present condition of 
wheat is given at 90.6. Hessian fly has 
not disappeared but is less noticeable 
than in former years. Soil and weather 
conditions are favorable. 


R. E. STERLING. 





Condition of Winter Wheat Crop 

St. Louis, Dec. 8.—]Special ‘Tele- 
gram.|]—Reports coming to this market 
as to the condition of the wheat crop 
complain in general of a lack of moist- 
ure and say that unless some rain or 
snow falls shortly the crop in Missouri 
and southern Illinois will suffer dam- 
age. Others are of the opinion that the 
dry weather is of benefit to the plant, as 
in seeking moisture it will become 
deeply rooted, thereby insuring it plen- 
ty of strength and enabling it to come 
out in good shape in the spring. 

C. ¥. G. RAIKEs. 





Wisconsin 
Special Correspondence 


The following letters from the trade 
regarding milling conditions in Wiscon- 
sin have been received: 

The Jackson Milling Co., Stevens 
Point: We are running right along and 
selling all we make. Our power is slack 
and can not run the rye mill or we could 
sell more. We think values of flour will 
stay around present prices. Millfeeds, 
we think, will rule higher. 

The John P. Dousman Milling Co., De 
Pere: Wecan see no reason why mill- 
stuffs should be much higher at present. 
Trade is fairly good and things are 
moving along about as usual with us. 


Hillsboro Mill Co., Hillsboro: We are 
not getting the amount of winter wheat 
we need for our trade. We have good 
demand for feed and can sell all we 
make. We are using much hard wheat 
now. 

The Blodgett Milling Co., Janesville, 
writes as to the buckwheat crop as fol- 
lows: ‘'Continued light receipts of buck- 
wheat grain, in spite of the very high 
pe forced by the sharp competitive 

idding of the mills, is certainly con- 
clusive evidence of a very short crop. 
The early winter has greatly augmented 
the usual consumption of flour and we 
thus have the strongest possible situa- 
tion—a short supply and a sharp de- 
mand,’”’ 


Chicago, Dec. 7. C. H. CHALLEN. 





The stock of flour in Boston Dec. 1, 
as reported by the Chamber of Com- 
merce, was 82,348 bbls, compared with 

87,014 a year ago. 


63,134 bbls Nov. 1 and 
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There was a decrease in flour output 
last week of 44,000 bbls. The quantity 
of flour made was 410,130 bbls, against 
346,950 in 1902 and 331,265 in 1901. This 
week all the 22 mills are again in opera- 
tion, but with shipping directions com- 
ing in very slowly in most cases, some 
reduction in output may occur at any 
time. However, as outlined a week 
ago, the mills have an unusual quantity 
of flour booked ahead, and with ade- 
quate shipping directions, they should 
continue to run full capacity for some 
time to come. The water power has be- 
come less favorable, and more steam 
has to be used than at any time hercto- 
fore this winter. The flour output the 

a week should be around 390,000 

s. 

Like the oustide mills, those of Min- 
neapolis enjoyed a fairly good business 
last week, perhaps selling a quantity of 
flour somewhat in excess of the produc- 
tion. 

A moderate quantity of flour was 
worked for export in one or two in- 
stances, Holland taking first clear and 
South Africa patent. ‘The domestic 
trade seemed to be induced to take hold 
more freely than it had been doing, by 
the advance in wheat. But a common 
complaint was that shipping directions 
were being received at a very slow rate, 
and occasional mills expressed a fear of 
having to run lighter if there was nota 
change. However, such cases were the 
exception. 

During the week, the price of patent 
flour has been advanced 10c per bbl, 
and is now quoted at $4.30@4.50 per 1% 
lbs in wood f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

The range of eastern prices today 
asked by Minneapolis mills for patent 
in wood was; Boston, $4.95@5.20; New 
York rate points, $4.90@5.15; Pittsburg 
points, $4.80@5; Baltimore, $4.80@5.05; 
Philadelphia, $4.85@5.10; Albany, $4.:0@ 
5.15; Buffalo, $4.85@5.10; Michigan, $4.55 
@4.75; lowa, Illinois and Wiscon:in, 
$4.50@4.75. 

All of the 22 Minneapolis mills were 
in operation today (Tuesday) as follows: 


Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill 

Christian, G. C., Christian mill 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling ‘ 
mills A, B, C, D, E, F, Gand H. 

National Milling Co., Dakota mill 

Phoenix Mill Co., Phoenix mill 

Pillsbury-Washburn Co., mills A, B, An- 
chor, Palisade and Lincoln. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., mills A, B, ©, D, 
and E. 

REPORTS OF OUTSIDE MILLS 

Special reports from 34 outside no:th- 
western mills (outside of Minneapolis 
and Duluth) with a daily capacity of 
28,800 bbIs, show that in the week end- 
ing Dec. 5 they made 160,545 bbls of 
flour (representing the consumption of 
approximately 722,000 bus of wheat, 
against 133,740 in the corresponding 
week of 1902. The foreign flour s!)ip- 
ments in the same week were 2!,100 
bbls, against 21,235 a year ago. 

There was some improvement in the 


flour business last week with : 0st 
‘toutside mills,” and the majority prob- 
ably sold their output or better. he 


advance in wheat of le or overon *Tri- 
day seemed to induce freer busing 
and in that and the next day, there \ cre 
mills which booked a liberal quan:ity 
of flour. This business, combined with 
old orders, places the mills in the pos! 
tion of being sold ahead to an unu: ual 
extent for this time of year. Howevel; 
some of them complain that ship) ing 
directions are coming in very slowly; 
and that owners of flour are not very 
fierce to order it shipped. If buyers 
persist in this policy, the mills /1ay 
find it needful to run less strongly. 
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With lake navigation closed there is 
naturally not the incentive to crowd 
mills to the limit of their capacity that 
there was two and three weeks ago. 
Though there were scattering lots of 
flour worked for export, they were us- 
ually small and sold at low prices in or- 
der to keep brands on the foreign mar- 
kets. Frequently bids were fully 1s too 
low to permit business. Rather more 
interest was shown, but the importer 
was imbued with ideas as to prices 
much at variance with what the miller 
is willing to meet, especially while he 
is enjoying a good domestic trade. 
OUTSIDE MILLS REPORTING 


Minnesota— 
Hagle Roller Mill Co., New Ulm. 
New Prague Flouring Mill Co., New Prague. 
M. T. Gunderson, Kenyon. 
La Grange Mills, Red Wing. 
Ww. J. Jennison Co., Minneapolis. 
Dwight M. Baldwin, Jr., Minneapolis. 
Seymour Carter, Hastings. 
Red Lake Falls Milling Co., Red Lake Falls. 
Fergus Flour Mills Co., Fergus Falls. 
Minnesota Flour Mills Co., Stillwater. 
L. L. Nerlien, Minneapolis. 
L. Christian & Co., Shakopee. 
Sheffield-King Milling Co., Minneapolis. 
James Quirk Milling Co., Minneapolis. 
Goodhue Mill Co., Cannon Falls. 
Cc. 8. Christensen Co., Madelia. 
New Ulm Roller Mill Co., New Ulm. 
Wabasha Roller Mill Co., Wabasha. 
Lanesboro Milling Co., Lanesboro. 
Hubbard Milling Co., Mankato. 
Simmons Milling Co., Red Wing. 
Fverett, Aughenbaugh & Co., Waseca. 
Wells Flour Milling Co., Wells. 
Lindstrom Mill Co., Lindstrom. 

North Dakota— 
Fik Valley Mill Co., Larimore. 
Lidgerwood Mill Co., Lidgerwood. 
Missouri Valley Milling Co., Mandan. 
Russell-Miller Milling Co., Jamestown. 

South Dakota— 
F.xcelsior Mill Co., Yankton. 
W. H. Stokes Milling Co., Watertown. 
Geo. C. Christian, Redfield. 

lowa— 
Mystie Milling Co., Sioux City. 
Piymouth Milling Co., Le Mars. 
Fallgatter Bros., Marshalltown. 


WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 


The attached table, made up from 
special reports to the Northwestern Mill- 
er, gives an idea of the yield of wheat 
on the last crop in the northwest and 
the quantity of wheat held by farmers: 
NORTH DAKOTA AND NORTHERN MINNESOTA 

Yield, Yield, Per Acreage 1903, Was 
1903, 1902, cent in comp’red the cr’p 
bus per bus per farm’s’ with 1902, under- 


Town. acre. acre. hands. percent. est’ted, 
Larimore .. + aeRO eee no 
Cavalier.... 15 17 same yes 
BATEO: oor aac tecee Gahan ee eres 
Oak@6 ccsas 15 10 50 25 less yes 
Church’s F, 8 15 EP SGiaciens tae no 
Leeds... 5@7 15@20 15 1%more no 
Gladstone.. 5 12 none same no 
Ellendale... ll 8 40 l0less yes 
Moorhead.. 18 12 35 same yes 
Blabon...... 8 15 10 20more no 
Carrington. 8@10 12@18 20 same no 
Sheldon.... 15 17 25 less no 

Average per cent in farmers’ hands, 34%. 

\verage. 

SOUTHERN MINNESOTA 
Mankato... 10 10 40 same no 
Le Sueur... 10 12 50 20less no 
Appleton. 12@14 9@10 65 less no 
Lanesboro... 40 10 60 less no 
Montevideo 16 10 75 10 less yes 
Morris... sss 14 14 ? same no 
Faribault .. 10 15 60 25less no 
Madelia ....12@18 14 50 50less no 
New Prague 19 14 70 16 less .... 
Shakopee... 15 12 55 20 less .... 
PIDGSIONO. casas wegen . less no 
Bl Earth 

Ulisse gees 2 10 50 25less no 
Royalton... 8 12 75 same no 
Mapleton...12@18 ...... 50 40less no 


Albert Lea.l0@18 8@10 50 cane 

Jackson.... 6@14 183 35 l0less no 

Sleepy Eye 8@12 10@15 7 6b@l0less no 
Average per cent in farmers’ hands, 56, 


same 


ery small. 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
Ya kton.... 10 13 40 1hless no 
Re field.... 13 12 45 same no 
Frederick.. 9@10 7 50 10 less yes 
Aberdeen... 8 12 40 same yes 
Armour.... 15 11 80 same .... 
Revillo..... 16 14 56@60 15@20less no 
MOL a 8 18 same no 


Average per cent in farmers’ hands, 47. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


Charles Pfeffer, the Eureka, S. D., 
Miller, ison the Pacific coast, making 
Tacoma, Wash., his headauarters. 

‘the next annual meeting of the Na- 
tional Grain Dealers’ Association wili 
be held in Milwaukee in October, 1904. 


McFarland & Blackburn succeed the 
Royston-Waltz Milling Co. at St. Kd- 
ward, Neb. The consideration named 
4s paid for the mill there is $17,500. 


fred C. Boynton, head miller for the 
aber Milling Co., has applied for 
mMeinbership in the Chamber of: Com- 
merce, as has Edward S. Sheehan, a 
grain dealer of St. Paul. 


George M. Heath, manager of the List- 
Man Mill Co,, La Crosse, Wis., is at his 
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old home in Hastings, Minn., today 
helping celebrate the golden wedding of 
his parents. 


A common basis on which flour is sold 
by mills at interior points in Minnesota 
is: in straight or mixed car lots, patent, 
$4.40@4.50 per bbl in 98 and 49-lb sacks; 
straight, $4.20@4.30; clear, $3.20@3.30. 
For lots of less than one car, 20c per bbl 
is usually added. 


From Aug.1to Nov. 30—four months 
—Minneapolis mills made 5,241,000 bbls 
of flour, against 6,362,000 in 1902—a de- 
crease in the present year of 1,121,000 
bbls. This represents the consumption 
of approximately 22,700,000 bus of 
wheat, compared with 27,570,000 in 1902 
—or 4,870,000 bus less this year than last 
year. : 


George W. Confer, a grain man, died 
suddenly at the Chamber of Commerce 
on Thursday. He was taken ill while 
eating inthe lunch room, and expired 
in a few minutes, of apoplexy. Mr. Con- 
fer was 55 years of age. He had been 
engaged in the grain business in Min- 
neapolis for many years, and was form- 
erly of the firm of Confer & Cobb. 


Charles Erickson of the Erickson 
Milling Co., Albert Lea, Minn., was in 
the city yesterday. Mr. Erickson isa 
Minneapolis miller who recently bought 
a controlling interest in the Skinner 
mill at Albert Lea. He has asurplus of 
tiour over the requirements of his local 
trade, and wishes to form a few eastern 
and foreign connections which will ab- 
sorb this surplus. The capacity of his 
mill is 150 bbls. 


Average prices of grain paid to farm- 
ers at country points in the northwest 
today (Tuesday) based on a freight rate 
of 10.2c per buto Minneapolis on wheat, 
were as follows per bushel: Wheat—No. 
2 northern, 68c; No. 3, 63c; rejected, 56c; 
no grade, 37@49c. Flax—No.1, 78c; re- 
jected, 73c; no grade, 68c. Oats—No. 3 
white, 28 lbs or more, 26c; No. 4 white, 
25 lbs or more, 25%c; No. 3, 25 lbs or 
more, 24%c; no grade, 20%@22%c. 
Corn—No. 3 shelled or ear, 27c; No. 4, 
26c. Barley—No. 1 feed, 43 lbs, 340; No. 
2 feed, 40 lbs, 20c. Rye—No. 2, 37c; No. 
3, 85ce; rejected, 29@33c. 

A summary of the reports, received 
weekly from ‘toutside mills,” giving 
their output and exports, shows the fol- 
lowing interesting figures, in barrels, 
from Sept. 1 to date with comparisons: 
Average No. 
of millsre- Daily 
porting. capacity. 

ee 29,805 2,180,275 1,906,899 849,260 314,800 
The following table gives the average 
weekly output and exports, in barrels, 
of the same mills: 

Average weekly Average weekly 


Total output, Total exports, 
1903. 1902. 1903. 1902. 


output, exports. 
No. mills. Capacity. 1903. 1902. 1903. 1902. 
| 29,805 155,785 186,205 24,950 22,485 


Indications are that the Minneapolis 
flour output for 1903 will fall somewhat 
short of that of 1902—probably 600,000 
bbls. The mills will have to run as 
strongly during December—300,000 bbls 
per week—as they did during that 
month in 1902, in order to make even as 
good a showing as this. Of course, they 
may turn out more flour than 300,000 
bbls per week, but it is doubtful. Up 
to Nov. 30, the year’s output was 14,234,- 
145 bbls, against 14,913,480 in 1902; 14,- 
509,720 in 1901, and 14,031,790 in 1900. This 
leaves the Minneapolis output 679,000 
bbls less than that o* 1902. Had it 
not been for the labor trouble of the 
three large concerns in October, the 
year’s production would probably have 
run considerably ahead of any other 
year. 

The foreign shipments of flour by Min- 
neapolis mills make a comparatively 
poor showing, there having beena ma- 
terial decline from 1900, when a maxi- 
mum quantity of flour was sold abroad. 


MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 


A. Kemp, a miller formerly in the 
Crown Roller mill, has taken employ- 
ment in the mill at Goodhue, Minn. 


Amos Ingersoll, a Minneapolis mill- 
wright, is at Coldwater, Miss., work- 
ing in a cotton oil mill and reports 
plenty of employment for millwrights 
in that locality. 


A. H. Anderson, reported to be an op- 
erative miller from Waverly, Mich,. on 
Saturday committed suicide in a Min- 
neapolis lodging house ~ shooting 
himself. He was in poor health, and 
apprehension as to the outcome of a 
contemplated surgical operation, seems 
to have induced him to take his own 
life. He was ebout 45 years of age and 
had been in Minneapolis only a week, 
having come here to gr“ employment in 
the mills. 


Brent Braarud, a recent arrival from 
Christiania, Norway, died at the city 
hospital in Minneapolis on Saturday, 
from injuries received in an unknown 
manner. He was employed in the 
Washburn mills. On the morning of 
Noy. 23, he was found insensible on 


Sixth avenue, near the Anchor mill, and 
never regained consciousness. An ex- 
amination showed that his skull was 
fractured, presumably from a fall. While 
there were reports at the time of the 
man having been held up, this view is 
not now entertained. Being a new 
comer to this country, he could not 
speak English. Deceased is supposed 
to have been a relative of A. 1. With, the 
flour importer of Christiania. 


WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 


The aggregate stock of wheat in Min- 
neapolis and Daluth is 8,618,289 bus, 
against 12,189,089 in 1902. 

Wheat receipts in Minneapolis and 
Duluth on Monday and ‘Tuesday show a 
decrease of 476 cars against last year; 
the figures being: 1903, 1,758 cars; 1902, 
2,234 cars. 

No. 2 hard wheat from Nebraska has 
in the few days been selling at 75%@ 
76%c for spot f.o.b. Minneapolis, while 
held at 77c to arrive. The low spot price 
is due to consignments here which have 
been disposed of at sacrifice prices. 


Minneapolis received during the week 
ended Saturday 42 cars of macaroni 
wheat. Little No.1 is received, and 1 
car sold during the week at 63c. No. 2 
sold at 61@62c per bu f.o.b. Minneapo- 
lis. Lower grades were quoted at 60@6lc, 
according to quality. 


On December contracts, about 1,500,000 
bus of wheat have ween delivered, 
chiefly to millers. The fact of receiving 
this wheat has temporarily cut down the 
current requirements of local millers, 
and the effect has been to make the de- 
mand for spot wheat less active and 
strong. 

Wheat receipts at Minneapolis last 
week were 3,387,000 bus—an increase 
over the preceding week of 502,000 bus 
and about an off set to the receipts in 1902. 
The shipments—361,000 bus—were the 
lightest in several weeks. Receipts in 
the country are about normal, except 
as snow storms and bad weather may 
have retarded them. 


Minneapolis mills last week ground 
approximately 1,775,000 bus of wheat. 
Receipts (less shipments) were 3,026,000 
bus, against 2,465,500 in the preceding 
week, 3,113,640 in 1902 and 2,848,430 in 
1901. Public stocks for the week in- 
creased 861,000 bus, making the stock in 
store in Minneapolis 7,726,800, against 
9,529,000 a year ago and 14,007,000 in 1901. 
The mills are the current week likely to 
grind 1,700,000 bus of wheat. 


CEREALS AND FEED 


Rolled oats are 10c per bbl lower, be- 
ing quoted at $4.55 per bbl in wood f.o. 
b. Minneapolis. 


Bulk bran and standard middlings for 
January shipment are quoted at $12.50@ 
12.60 per ton in 200-1b sacks, f.o.b. Min- 
neapolis. 

The approximate prices at which mills 
at the interior points in Minneapolis are 
selling miilfeed in mixed cars with 
flour, are selling $14@14.25 for bran in 
bulk and $16@16.25 for shorts. When 
packed in 100-lb sacks, $1.50 and $1 per 
ton additional are asked respectively. 


TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 


The heavy increase in the week of 
flour and feed loadings out of Minne- 
apolis, by the Soo, the Wisconsin Cen- 
tral and the Minneapolis & St. Louis 
roads, is causing much comment in lo- 
cal shipping circles. 

The interstate commerce commission 
proposes to give general notice that 
from and after Jan. 1, 1904, the commis- 
sion will require the publication and fil- 
ing of tariffs on export and import traf- 
fic, the same as on domestic traffic, un- 
less convinced that the obligation to do 
so is not imposed by the statute. ‘l'o 
get the views of railroad officials and 
shippers on this subject, it will give a 
hearing in Washington on Dec. 17. 

Through rates on flour, all rail, 
prompt shipment from the west, report- 
ed obtainable, effective Dec. 10 from 
Minneapolis in cents per 100 lbs were: 
London, 32.44; Liverpool, 30.94; Glas- 
gow, 33.00; Amsterdam, 33.00; Rotter- 
dam, 3200; Bristol, 33.84; Leith, 34.00; 
Copenhagen, 33.00; Christiania, 33.00; 
Antwerp, 27.00; Hamburg, 32.00; Hull, 
36.66; Newcastle, 38.06; Bremen, 31.00; 
Dublin, 35.00; Belfast, 35.00; Dundee, 
37.00; Aberdeen, 40.00; Manchester, 32.44; 
Southampton, 40.88. 

The statement of the shipments of 
flour from Minneapolis by route for the 
first eleven months of 1903, based upon 
Chamber of Commerce reports, shows 
that the shipments this year have been 
14,686,094 bbls, against 15,455,739 in 1902. 
In the face of this shrinkage of 770,000 
bbls, it is notable that the tonnage of 
four roads increased over that of last 
year. These roads are the Soo, the 
Great Western, the Chicago, Milwaukee 
& St. Paul, and the Burlington & North- 
ern. While the Wisconsin Central main- 
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tains its exceptional position of being 
next to the heaviest carrier of flour, the 
quantity hauled by it is 115,000 bbls 
smaller than last year. This road’s pro- 
portion of the whole, nevertheless, was 
17.3 per cent. The Great Northern and 
the Northern Pacific each suffered a loss 
in tonnage of approximately 500,000 
bbls, while the minor shrinkage was 
with the Wisconsin Central, the Chica- 
go, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha and 
the Minneapolis & St. Louis roads. The 
statement in detail is given elsewhere 
in this paper. 

At the Minneapolis Club last Wednes- 
day, W. M. Hopkins, general freight 
agent of the Minneapolis & St. Louis 
road, gave a luncheon to officials of the 
Big Four road, and the Chesapeake & 
Ohio Steamship Co. and local millers, 
to signalize the opening of the new 
Peoria route of the Minneapolis & St. 
Louis road. This route is via the Min- 
neapolis & St. Louis to Albert Lea; 
thence to Peoria via the Iowa Central 
and eastward via the Big Four. The 
eastern men present were: ‘Thornton 
Lewis, manager Kanawha Despatch; 
George Woolley, manager Chesapeake 
& Ohio Steamship Co; G. H. Ingalls, 
general freight agent Big Four; W. L. 
Devine, general import manager Big 
Four; J’. H. Vaughn, manager Blue 
Ridge Despatch and C. Tillinghast, as- 
sistant general freight agent Big Four. 
Others making up the party were W. M. 
Hopkins, J. S. Bell, H. L. Little, H. P. 
Gallaher, E. R. Barber, W. C. Edgar, 
E. 8S. Woodworth, J. C. Andrews, W. G. 
Sharman, G. F. Blossom, L. Frink, Fred 
Hardenbergh, W. 'T’. Noonan, C. P. East- 
man, J.T Kenny, M. Sweeney and E. 
C. Warner. 

While the meeting in Chicago of east- 
ern and western roads on Friday agreed 
as to the basis upon which freight rates 
from the northwest to the Atlantic sea- 
board, should be settled, it remains to 
be seen whether it will stay settled. 
The final action taken provided for the 
2c advance in domestic shipments to be 
effective from Dec. 1, and that from Dec. 
10, rates on export flour should be only 
le higher than during the summer. This 
means that the eastern lines have forced 
the northwest to abide by their dictum. 
Certain local roads, before this meeting, 
stood ready to guarantee old rates, at 
least on export flour, all through De- 
cember, and some contracts are under- 
stood to be in force embodying similar 
terms. The trade is deeply interested 
in what course these roads will now pur- 
sue. Were a tariff issued on the basis 
of old rates, it would not surprise a 
good many shippers. However, up to 
date there is nothing to denote that such 
a step will be taken. Local millers and 
other shippers feel that the advance in 
rates is a rank injustice to them and that 
itis forced upon them in the face of 
Kansas and Missouri millers at present 
having the lowest rates on export flour 
of the season. The new rates in detail 
are given on market page of this paper. 


FLAXSEED AND ITS PRODUCTS 


Shipments of flaxseed from Argentina 
for the week were reported at 280,000 bus, 
against 424,000 in the previous week, 
and 40,000 in 1902. 

In the week ended Dec. 5, the ship- 
ments of oil cake from New York con- 
sisted of 14,145 long tons, against 28,830 
in the preceding week and 33,460 in 1902. 
‘The chief cargoes were 4,382 to Rotter- 
dam; 6,553 to Antwerp and 1,500 to 
Havre. 

Oil cake and meal remain dull, though 
the inquiry has improved somewhat; 
oil cake c.i.f. Antwerp or Hamburg is 
worth about $23@23.50 per ton. Quotations 
f.o.b. Minneapolis per 2,000 lbs are: oil 
cake, $17@18; oil meal, $18.25@19; raw 
oil is quoted at 3le per gallon. 

Stocks of flaxseed stored in interior 
elevators of Minnesota and the two Da- 
kotas were on Dec. 1, reported as below, 
in bushels, with comparisons: 





1908. 1902. 1901. 
December l....... 1,630,000 1,702,000 1,416,000 
November 1...... ERE anecs exe 1,242,000 


Stocks of flaxseed at important points 
on Dec. 1 were in bushels: 





1908. 1902. 1901. 

ae 4,084,000 2,305,000 2,033,500 
Minneapolis...... 1,400,000 1,001,000 1,001,500 
on canine 6.4 1.630,000 1,702,000 1,416,000 
Total, bus....... 7,067,000 5,008,000 4,451,000 


The receipts of flaxseed for week end- 
ing Saturday and stock in store at Min- 
neapolis and Duluth, are shown below 
in bushels (hundreds omitted) and 
comparisons: 

-—Receipts—— —-In store— 

1908. 1902, 1903. 1902, 
Minneapolis... 270 259 1,451 1,100 
Duluth 1,101 729 8,809 4,084 


WOOO ic cass sacs 1,871 988 5,260 5,184 








Winnipeg Commercial: ‘t Reports 
from the country state that the amount 
of fall plowing done in northwestern 
Canada exceeds any previous year.”’ 
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The amount of flour turned out last 
week was less than expected. Shutting 
down of capacity was responsible for 
the curtailment. A decrease of 12,245 
bbls is shown. ‘The quantity made was 
25,140, azainst 37,385 the week previous 
and 32,140 last year. Another reduction 
in the outturn will we made this week 
as the mills of the Duluth-Superior 
Milling Co. are down for repairs and 
overhauling. ‘This leaves only two 
mills in operation and the production 
for the week may run about 10,000 bbls. 

Flour trade as a whole is not as brisk 
as formerly and sales are confined only 
to dealers in need of supplies, with the 
volume of only fair proportions. Ex- 
port demand is of very little consé- 
quence, as offers are few and do not ac- 
cord with millers’ views. What demand 
there is comes from domestic sources 
but even these buyers seem reluctant 
about buying, evidently looking for 
lower prices and holding off until after 
the holidays and inventory time. With 
the closing of lake navigation railroad 
flour sheds are empty and mills are left 
with about 28,000 bbls on hand. Ship- 
ment last week was very brisk, and a 
large amount of flour and feed was 
moved down the lakes. Mill stocks 
here Dec. 5 were 27,270 bbls, against 21,- 
500 in 1902. 

Receipts and shipments of grain from 
the head of Lake Superior for the crop 
year to the close of navigation, includ- 
ing the final cargoes, have been as fol- 
lows, in bushels: 

RECEIPTS 


1903, 1902, 
bus. bus. 


0 EE es 21,371,066 29,399,680 
een ‘ 


2,423,779 1,055 413 
5,840,229 5,213,268 
670,062 709, 

12.610,050 13,633, 

SHIPMENTS 

. 18,766,378 26,166,997 





Wheat... 





Oats. 212 839,699 
Barley 4,924,197 
Rye.. 699,834 





Flaxs 10,865,494 11,880,529 





SENSATIONS AT DULUTH 

The grain trade of the Heud of the 
Lakes has been treated to sensations 
this last week. On Monday warrants 
were issued for the arrest ofthe St. Paul 
and Minneapolis principals of the firm 
of Edwards, Wood & Co., who were 
charged with having made false returns 
oncars of grain received on commis- 
sion. ‘lhe arrests were the result of in- 
vestigations of C. F. Staples, member 
of the state board of railway and ware- 
house commissioners. Several grain 
buyers are said to claim they have been 
defrauded to the extent of from %4c to 
ceveral cents a bushel on sales ot cars 
of grain, especially barley. It seems 
that this firm has worked up a consid- 
erable receiving business. 

‘he second sensation, which was real- 
ly the first, both in point of interest lo- 
cally and of general knowledge, was the 
charge by the state department that H. 
T. Fowler, a grain trader of West Su- 
perior, and interested in the small Ross 
hospital elevator there, had been sys- 
tematically doctoring samples of flax. 
Deputies of the state have made affida- 
vits to the effect that they have actually 
seen this doctoring by Fowler. 

The practice has been for the state to 
sample cars of flax, and to close the 
cars, leaving the samples hanging at 
the car doors for the convenience of the 
men who collected them. Fowler, it is 
alleged, has been accustomed to occa- 
sionally come between times, carrying 
in his pockets the weeds and dirt that 
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would naturally be associated with flax, 
and to have sometimes taken out a 
handful or so of seed, refilling the sam- 
ples with his screenings, and then to 
have bought cars on track with the 
knowledge that dockage on these cars, 
as determined by the doctored samples, 
would be far greater than the cars should 
suffer. 

It is stated that Fowler was seen do- 
ing this work after the information as 
to this sort of performance had become 
common property among Duluth grain 
men. 


NOTES 


Extension of insurance has been 
given several flour and grain ships and 
some cargoes left Monday. Some flax- 
seed is being loaded for winter storage 
afloat here and more may be loaded. 


Just 934 bus of No. 1 northern wheat 
remained in store here Saturday night. 
Of all grades of spring wheat down to 
rejected, there were less than 24,000 bus. 
Of the 796,000 on hand in all 40,000 bus 
are macaroni. Local mills, elevators 
and one or two grain firms own all the 
wheat here. Receipts are expected to 
be small most of the winter. Duluth 
went into last winter with 2,600,000 bus 
on hand. 

Local millers complain of the barrel 
situation. On account of the 20c differ- 
ential between flour in wood and cotton 
made by the Millers’ Federation buyers 
are ordering in wood, thereby making 
good money on the barrels. Barrels 
are, moreover, very hard to get. Millers 
have much flour sold they could not 
ship before navigation closed because 
it was ordered in wood. Some millers 
here have been obliged to advance their 
own differential. 


DWIGHT E. WooDBRIDGE. 





Manitoba 


Special Correspondence 


Flour trade moves along steadily here 
and the market shows no variations 
from its position a week ago. ‘Those 
in the trade heard with interest of the 
attempts to establish new levels in east- 
ern markets but they have not shown 
any disposition to follow and there is 
no change to note in prices here. Trade 
is good and as has already been said 
several times in these letters, there is 
more business offering than millers can 
take care of. Local trade throughout 
Manitoba is good. Best Hungarian 
patents are selling today at $2.35 per 
sack of Y¥& Ibs, seconds at $2.20 and 
strong clears at $1.85, all delivered to 
the trade. 

Last week brought the close of navi- 
gation which is always an important 
epoch in each season’s grain trade here. 
Most buyers had fully provided for their 
wants the week before so that there was 
but little demand for grain to complete 
cargoes, still holders seemed to think 
that there might be some and they were 
all on the alert for such business. 

Navigation closed Saturday at noon, 
so far asthe insurance companies are 
concerned, although a few venturesome 
people may take advantage of a mild 
spell and attempt further shipments a 
their own risk. Prices are now ona 
December basis and may be quoted as 
follows: No. 1 northern, 78c; No. 2 
northern, 75¢c; No.3 northern, 7le, and 
No. 4 at 62%4¢e, spot or December deliv- 
ery in store Kort William or Port Arthur. 

NOTES 

On Novy. 28 there were in store at Lake 
ports 2,251,400 bus of wheat, compared 
with 2,089,340 a year ago. Receipts for 
the week at these terminal points were 
1,081,900 bus and shipments 2,337,000 bus. 
The entire western visible supply of 
wheat is placed at 10,486,000 bus. 

he opinion seems to prevail in the 
grain trade that the best of the Manito- 
ba wheat crop is now out of farmers’ 
hands. That is that the best grades are 
already in the market, the remainder 
held being low-grade stuff. ‘This is 
probably true with respect to the east- 
ern and central portions of the province. 
‘The western section is always later and 
should have a considerable quantity of 
good wheat still to market. 

Inspections of wheat at Winnipeg dur- 
ing November show the following re- 
sults: 












Wheat— 1903. 1902. 
1 hard...... 104 3,621 
1 northern. .. 1,165 2,998 
2 northern 2,019 1,183 
8 northern. 2,429 802 
be Se 627 152 
Feed..... 277 27 
Rejected 105 47 
Rejected 2. 73 48 
No grade.. 181 6 
Feed No. 2.. « 0 
Rejected .......... Pe 12 0 
COTO ss i 6 iccaksinenends 7 5 4 

ORM cad éons seb aan ke aaoausan 7,116 8,856 


Winnipeg, Dec. 7. A. H. BAILEy. 


Montreal 


Special Correspondence 


The flour market since the advance in 
spring wheat flours, has ruled fairly 
steady but the top prices asked are not 
general for the reason that while some 
sellers refuse to accept less others have 
proved more amenable to concessions. 
For instance $5 is demanded for a_ spe- 
cially high grade Hungarian patent, and 
$4.80 for choice but there are other pat- 
ents offering on the market down to 
$4.50 while on strong clears thereisa 
range of $4.30@4.50 according to who the 
seller is. The actual situation therefore 
in regard to spring wheat flours is far 
from being a settled one. 

In winter wheat fiours there has been 
a fair trade transacted and the scarcity 
of barrels is still a serious problem 
with Ontario millers. An outcome of 
this is the suggestion that has been 
made that on quotations on shipments 
to the maritime provinces the price for 
goods put up in bags should be 25c per 
bbl less than on that put up in barrels. 
It is expected that this rate would tend 
to discourage the demand for barrels, 
but, anumber of millers were unwill- 
ing to adopt it and the matter was hung 
up for the time being. 

Business in winter wheat flour was 
transacted in 90 per cent patents at $3.90 
(@3.95 and extras at $3.55/@3.65 car lots 
on track. Bags have sold at $1.87%@ 
1.90 for $0 per cents. 

Export business has ruled quiet both 
in spring and winter wheat grades dur- 
ing the week, though there is still a 
good movement of stock outward but 
this all represents old contracts. Ca- 
bles from London state that the market 
there is steady with some desire shown 
to stock up with Canadian flours until 
the receipt of demands for more money. 
Canadian patents were quoted at 25s 9d 
@27s 3d. 

THE PRICE OF BREAD 

The controversy now in progress re- 
garding the possible effect of Mr. Cham- 
berlain’s policy on the cost of the Brit- 
ish workingman’s loaf has led some of 
the amateur statisticians here to do 
some figuring regarding the average 
cost of bread to the Canadian consumer. 
Until the recent rise of the loaf from 8c 
to 9c the quantity consumed by a family 
of eight adults including service was 
two loaves per day, equal to $58.40 per 
annum or very nearly £12 sterling. This 
makes the cost of bread to each person 
in Montreal $7.30 per annum or equal to 
£1 10s sterling. In such a consideration, 
much depends of course, on the facili- 
ties for obtaining cheap supplies of 
other food. 

On the whole, more ado is made about 
the actual bread of the people than the 
circumstances warrant. The average 
cost in Canada does not far exceed $8 
per head per annum. Assuming that 
the total adult population of the United 
Kingdom is 16 millions and that of the 
remaining 26 millions one half will con- 
sume an adult proportion the total cost 
of bread consumed in England wouid 
be about $175,000,000 per year, against 
about $30,000,000 in Canada. Suppose 
therefore that our kinsmen in England 
should be called upon to pay an extra 
2s per qr, or say 6c per bu, the yearly 
cost toeach adult would not much ex- 
ceed 60c or say 2s 6d. 


NOTES 
P. G. Bussiere of P. G. Bussiere & Co., 
Quebec, one of the oldest men in the 


flour and grain trade of this province, 
is dead. 


The Canadian Pacific Co. has decided 
that during the winter months, it will 
run four of its Montreal Atlantic fleet, 
the Montrose, Montreal, Montezuma 
and Milwaukee, between New Orleans 
and European ports. 

Ontario millers are complaining over 
the failure of the federal government to 
fix the flour standards for this year’s 
crop. The absence of standards is caus- 
ing inconvenience to millers, especially 
to those who trade with the Maritime 
Provinces and Newfoundland. 

This year for the first time in the his- 
tory of Canada have Canadian lake car- 
riers handled almost the entire Cana- 
dian northwest wheat shipments from 
the Head of the Lakes. The Canadian 
fleet has been gaining so rapidly that 
shippers haves not had occasion to char- 
ter American vessels to haul their grain 
and few American vessels have visited 
Port Arthur or Fort William for cargoes. 


General Manager MeNicholl of the 
Canadian Pacific railway denies posi- 
tively that there is a car shortage in the 
northwest. He says: ‘'It is not true, 
The amount of grain in the interior ele- 
vators today is very much less than it 
was at this time last year. Perhaps 
some shippers have been unable to get 
all the cars they required but that at 
times is inevitable. The Grain act re- 


quires that cars should be supplied in 
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rotation so that if a man asks for half a 
dozen cars he may find that there are 
fifty others who have submitted orders 
before him. In consequence it is a 
moral impossibility to supply all the 
cars that are required immediately upon 
the receipt of an order. I deny that it is 
part of our fixed policy to hold up grain 
at Fort William. ‘The Canadian Pacitic 
railway will hold nothing back. I do 
not say thatthe grain men are them- 
selves responsible for the grain all be- 
ing delivered for shipment within the 
space of two weeks, but it is certain that 
the company is doing all under the cir- 
cumstances that it can possibly do to 
facilitate the transportation of grain.” 


Montreal, Dec. 7. W. A. RITCHIE. 


Philadelphia 


Special Correspondence 





There was no important change in the 
condition of the flour market during thie 
week. Stocks in the hands of bakes 
and jobbers, while only moderate were 
ample for temporary needs and there 
was little or no buying except in mo.- 
erate-sized lots to piece out assortments. 
Offerings both on spot and to arrive 
continued moderate. and prices ruled 
firm in sympathy with the advance in 
wheat. 

Sales of spring patent ranged fron 
$4.60 to $4.70 per 196 lbs in wood for gov) 
to choice brands. Many stencils wees 
limited above the outside rate, but 
was difficult to interest wholesale buy- 
ers at prices above $4.70 for best goods. 
Offerings of straight and clear were 
light and values ruled firm at $4.30@4 
for the former and at $3.85(@4 for the 1:(\- 
ter, both per 196 Ibs in wood. 

There was little Kansas flour offering 
and prices were steadily held, though 
buyers showed little interest. Quot:- 
tions were maintained throughout the 
week at $3.60@3.75 for clear, $3.85@4 for 
straight and $4.10@4.20 for patent, all per 
196 ibs in sacks. 

Offerings of winter wheat straight 
were light and prices ruled firm. A fair 
business was done in Pennsylvania 
flour at $3.80@3.90 per 196 lbs in wood, 
and in exceptional cases $3.95 was paid 
forfancy brands. Few if any of the 
choice western brands of straight were 
available below $4 per 196 lbs in wood 
and most of the mills were asking higii- 
er figures, but buyers gave preference 
to the cheaper nearby product. Winter 
clear and low grades were largely nomi- 
nal owing to the limited offerings. LDe- 
mand for patent was light, but prices 
were steadily maintained at $4@4.25 per 
196 lbs in wood. 

The city mills are closely sold up and 
are quoting prices firm on all grades. 


NOTES 


A. R. Brandly, representative of Aus- 
tin, Nichols & Co., New York City, was 
on ’change Saturday. 

S. F. Kingsbury, travelling agent of 
the Bay State Milling Co. of Winona, 
Minn., was here last week. 


The steamships Finance and Advance 
owned by the Panama Railroad Co., are 
being sent to a Philadelphia shipyard 
for repairs. 

The 350-foot steamship being con- 
structed by the New York Shipbuilding 
Co., Camden, N. J., for the Merchant-’ 
& Miners’ Transportation Co., will ! 
completed early in March. 

The steamships Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Indiana and Conemaugh, known as tiie 
pioneer ships of the American Line | 
tween this port and Liverpool, whic! 
have been used in trading to the Alas- 
kan gold fields, have been ordered to iv- 
turn to Philadelphia. 


It is announced by the American Lilie 
that its steamships will, after Jan 
stop at Plymouth, England, thence pr»- 
ceeding to Cherbourg, France, ad 
Southampton, England. The changes 
are made in order to expedite the «-- 
livery of the mails in London and Par's 
and to compete with the German lin 

John T. Bailey & Co., bag, rope and 
twine manufacturers of this city, have 
chartered the British steamship We:t- 
minster to load a full cargo of burlap 
and jute at Calcutta. The vessel wii! 
sail direct for Philadelphia and her ci'- 
go will be worth upward of $150, 
Heretofore the shipments have cone 
from the Far East in small parcel lots 
by the different liners, being trai 
shipped at London for this country. 


SAMUEL 8S. DanieELs. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 7. 


Eagle Roller Mill Co., New Ul», 
Minn., Dec. 5: There has beena marke( 
improvement in the flour trade this 
week, but shipping instructions are 
coming in slowly. Feed isin good (c- 
mand and in consequence of which sa'- 
isfactory prices are obtained. 
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‘She one mill operating here produced 
12.500 bbls last week, against 10,500 bbls 
the week before. A year ago the output 
of Chicago mils was 29,500 bbls, against 
23,100 bbls two years ago. 

‘“he last two or three days of the week 
re-ulted ina firm cash wheat market 
which, in turn, stimulated flour sales to 
a certain extent. Prices were also 
stronger although all buyers, both here 
and throughout the central and eastern 
states, exhibited the same degree of 
light bookings as is their custom at this 
season of the year. The city millers 
today are asking for their spring pat- 
ents $3.95@4 per bb] bulk at the mill and 
for northern made spring patents, first 
grade, $4.05@4.20 per bbl bulk. It 
would be difficult to obtain the latter 
quotation texcept forsome well-estab- 
lished fancy brand. As noted in the 
market wire from here last Tuesday, 
the Minneapolis brands were marked 
up 10¢ on the previous day, and they 
are still held at $5 wood, jobbers’ price. 

he offerings of flour are somewhat 
more liberal than they were a short time 
ago although millers, in all sections, 
are adhering to firm prices and buyers 
here find they can not get such conces- 
sions as were made months ago, for 
millers generally see the folly of run- 
ning their mills at no profit. 

The values of southwestern fiours 
here are firm, first patents being quoted 
at $3.80@4 per bbl bulk. Soft southern 
grades are to be had fairly pr f at $3.90 
@i10 per bbl in jute sacks of 140 lbs 
although the buying has ruled quiet. 

There are no features pertaining to the 
buying or selling of flour here that are 
of special interest. The exporters did 
little during the week, their offers from 
the other side being few in number and, 
as a rule, low in range as regards price. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


‘oday’s quotation of eight-patent- 
oop barrels in this market is 47c. 


“ut of town visitors here during the 
week were George Urban of the George 
Urban Milling Co., Buffalo, N. Y., and 
Albin Wendt, Hamburg, Germany. 


.\t a meeting of the directors of the 
National Grain Dealers’ Association, 
he'd Tuesday, it was decided to hold 
th next annual meeting in Milwaukee 
in October of the coming year. 


he Chicago mills produced 820,440 
b! |s of flour in the eleven months of 
1% 3 to Nov. 10. For the same period of 
1% 2, when three mills were operating, 
th production was 1,245,775 bbls. 


considerable quantity of wheat was 
so d here last week to go to New York 
m ls, the entire amount being placed at 
o0' 000 bus, about one-half No. 1 north 
er and the remainder hard winter. 


hile bag men have announced no 
cl ngein the price of cotton bags, the 
a ivity in the southern cotton markets 
hi been such that a decidedly higher 
rs. ge of all cotton sacks is looked for. 

- Prinz of the Prinz & Rau Mfg. Co., 
M waukee, while here Thursday of last 
Ww °k secured an order from the Eckhart 
& .wan Milling Co. for one No.7 Iron 
P:.nee scourer and one No. 43 Perfection 
dv t collector. 


he Chicago inspection of wheat for 
th month of November amounted to 
3, 4, cars and in November, 1902, 3,435; 
In 901, 2,865 and in 1900, 8,153. Of corn, 
I sovember, 1903, 6,202; 1902, 4,925; 1901, 
2, 3 and 1900, 9,547 cars. 

ccording to the figures showing the 
8t-cks of flour in this market Dec. 1, 
Ww. ‘ch amounted to 37,900 bbls, the pres- 
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ent stocks are in excess of those of any 
month since August of the ee. 
Dec. 1, 1902, the stocks were 38,700 bbls; 
Dec. 1, 1901, 44,500 and Dec. 1, 1900, 46,700. 

Frank E. C. Hawks of the Goshen 
(Ind.) ae Co. was in Chicago last 
week. Speaking of trade, he said he 
had no complaint to make as to local 
trade, but, at the present time the east- 
ern buyer and the importer of flour are 
a little slow in naming bids that can be 
accepted. 


E. P. Bronson, the newly appointed 
vice-president and general manager of 
the Star & Crescent Milling Co., will ar- 
rive here today to confer with President 
Johnston relative to matters pertaining 
to their affairs. Mr. Bronson will make 
a trip to the northwest this week. After 
Jan. 1 he will make Chicago his home. 


A large and desirable suite of offices 
has been engaged by the Star & Crescent 
Milling Co. in the new First National 
Life building here, where the general 
headquarters of the company will be 
situated after Jan. 1. While an office 
will be maintained at the new millin 
South Chicago, the main offices will be 
located down town. 


H.S. Kennedy has engaged Samuel 
R. Parke as his assistant to succeed 
David Fairchild, who returned to Min- 
neapolis last week. Mr. Parke for seven 
years has been connected with grain 
firms in the capacity of manager and 
wire man and for anumber of years was 
connected with the Associated Press. 
He entered upon his duties Saturday. 


The corn mill at Cragin, a suburb of 
Chicago, which formerly was operated 
by the National Cereal Milling Co. and 
until some weeks ago, is still idle and 
there is no prospect that it will start 
soon. It is reported that some of the 
former stockholders of the National 
company located in Peoria, Ill., intend 
re-incorporating and resuming business 
again in Peoria. 


Lake line managers report that on ac- 
count of the delay in getting tonnage 
delivered to their docks at the end of 
this season’s business, a considerable 
quantity of mill products will have to 
be converted to the all-rail lines. At 
one of the local warehouses—that of a 
northern road—there are fifteen cars of 
flour that will have to take the all-rail 
rate from here, this resulting in addi- 
tional carrying charges on the tonnage. 


The committee appointed last week to 
investigate the assertions made here on 
the Board of Trade that winter wheat 
grades are, at times, mixed with north- 
ern products and which action is pro- 
hibited by the board rules, met ‘Thurs- 
day and decided to receive the com- 
plaints of all those who have such to 
make and in this way to get at the facts. 
The result of their investigation will 
probably be made public either this or 
next week. 


The Central Freight Association lines 
at a meeting held here Friday, at which 
the roads operating between Minneapo- 
lis and Chicago were represented, 
changed the rate on grain and its prod- 
ucts for export to a basis of 16%c per 100 
lbs Chicago to New York City. The 
new tariff will. become effective Dec. 10, 
and will be from Chicago to Philadel- 
phia, 14%c and Baltimore, 13%c, and 
from Minneapolis to New York City, 24c 
as against the original rate named, 25c. 


It may be of interest to those who 
have read the news relative toa receiver 
having been appointed for the property 
of John Alexander Dowie at Zion City, 
Ill., whose land consists of nearly 8,000 
acres along the lake shore together with 
various industries, that none of the cred- 
itors named in the long list, shows an 
indebtedness for flour or grain products. 
A small mill and bakery were built by 
Dr. Dowie some time ago, and these, it 
is said, have been operated full time. 


‘The Pit,’’ written by the,late Frank 
Norris, which has been so widely read 
and appreciated, especially by grain 
men and millers, is to be staged and 

resented here next week at one of the 
ocal theaters. A scenic reproduction 
of the Chicago Board of Trade trading 
floor will be one of the features of the 
de The leading character in the piece 

as been studying the actions of the 
traders on the local board of late, in or- 
der to form a correct conception of the 
parts he and his associates are to play. 


Herbert Bradley of New York City, 
millers’ export agent and traffic mana- 
ger of the Millers’ National Federation, 
passed through here Friday on his way 
to Kansas City to attend the Kansas 
City Millers’ Club dinner. Mr. Bradley 
returned from a foreign trip two weeks 
ago and said that he had never before 
heard so many complaints on the other 
side relative to tainted flour as at pres- 
ent. All the American ports are cred- 
ited with having sent out such flour 
though from Montreal especially the 
shipments of it are said to be excessive. 
The trouble, Mr. Bradley said, was due 
to the flour being placed near apples. 


A meeting of the advisory board of 
the Farmers’ National Co-operative Ex- 
change Co., organized here in October, 
was in session in one of the local hotels 
the last of the week. The president of 
the exchange, Robert Lindblom, speak- 
ing of the plan of the new organization, 
said that fifty million dollars is paid 
out each year to middlemen for storage 
and-commissions and that if farmers 
would consolidate they could do away 
with this excessive charge and could 
obtain equitable frices for their prod- 
ucts, grain included, by offering such 
as the demand required. ‘'We are not 
attempting to organize a farmers’ trust. 
We are not trying to establish artificial 
prices by artificial means, but we intend 
to establish prices in a rational way by 
a rational distribution of farm products 
over the entire year. We mean tosee to 
it also that prices are not unduly de- 
pressed by false information, the man- 
ipulation of news and the dissemination 
of lies,’’ added Mr. Lindblom. Various 
speeches were made by those interested, 
there being representatives present from 
eight states. 

C. H. CHALLEN. 





Milwaukee 


Special Correspondence 


In spite of the fact that the wheat 
market advanced 2@3c last week, the 
Milwaukee flour market did not change 
for the better, and, in fact, during the 
early part of the week a weak feeling 
prevailed, some of the millers quoting 
hard spring patents at $4.40@4.50 in 
wood, whereas during the preceding 
week the ruling prices were $4.50@4.60, 
which were the closing figures here on 
Saturday, the market recovering in 
sympathy with wheat. Business was 
very dull, however, and the only nibbles 
from the other side were for clears, but 
of course at prices entirely too low. The 
domestic demand was also light; in fact 
dullness was the predominant feature of 
the week, and the shipping directions 
came in so slowly that millers were at 
their wits’ ends at times in order to keep 
their plants going. This, too, in spite 
of the fact that they are sold ahead of 
their production, some of them say un- 
til well into January. Why the demand 
should shut off so suddenly and -ship- 
ping directions come forward so slowly 
indicates plainly that jobbers and ex- 
porters have no confidence in the future 
prices of breadstuffs and are frightened 
by the apparent manipulation of the 
leading wheat markets by speculative 
cliques. 

Milwaukee millers are inclined to fol- 
low the bull side of the market, the 
statistical situation appealing to them 
strongly thatin the immediate future 
the requirements of the world will force 
flour, wheat and feed to higher levels. 
They are carrying large stocks of wheat 
in their private warehouses, approxi- 
mately 500,000 bus, in anticipation of fu- 
ture scarcity of sound milling grades, 
and their purchases for future delivery 
are sufficiently ample to insure having 
supplies of sufficient volume to keep 
their machinery in operation during the 
next eight months. 

So far as the week’s trade was con- 
cerned, the demand was for all grades 
of flour made in Milwaukee, though 
the volume of business was light, com- 
pared with the week before. Perhaps 
clears were the most salable but the 
mills are sold so far ahead of their pro- 
duction of this grade that the operators 
were unwilling to extend their lines for 
the present. Rye flour was steady and 
a fairly active demand was reported. 

The week’s production was slightly 
larger than that of the week before, all 
the plants being in full operation. 
The total output was 45,600 bbls, against 
42,400 the preceding week and 37,650 last 
year. 

“ In spite of the fact that the sample 
and futures markets were strong and 
prices advanced considerab] again 
last week, the demand was confined here 
to the choice milling grades only, while 
the ordinary and poor varieties were 
neglected and were disposed of only at 
a discount. The receipts were only mod- 
erate in volume, but the quality was 
generally poor to ordinary, and neither 
the shippers nor the millers would take 
even a small quantity of the supply, 
which went mainly to cleaners and 
mixers. The choice northern grades 
were in scant supply and sold at good 
prrees, generally ata premium for the 
No. 1 northern of 3c over the December. 


NOTES 


Kdwin Reynolds, consulting engineer 
of the Allis-Chalmers Co., has returned 
from Connecticut, where Mrs. Reynolds 
was buried last Monday. 

Stocks of flour at Milwaukee Dec. 1 
were 151,500 bbls, of which 25,500 bbls 
were atthe mills and 126,000 awaiting 
shipment, against 107,645 Nov. 1, 173,100 
on the corresponding date in 1902 and 
76,100 in 1901, 


‘the week, advanced limits 10c 
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The Krupski Flour & Lumber Co. of 
Crivitz, Wis., turned its property over to 
James ypzinski of Austria to satisfy 
a claim last Wednesday. The transfer 
was made at the instance of the Aus- 
trian consul] at Chicago, who went to 
Crivitz to settle the matter. Other cred- 
itors are now after Krupski and will try 
to force him into bankruptcy. He built 
a flour mill which cost $16,000 and also 
a portable sawmill. 


Comparison.of grain shipments from 
the port of Milwaukee between the sea- 
sons of 1902 and 1903 show that this 
year’s record was over 4,000,000 bus in 
excess of last year’s shipments. The 
increase in oats amounted to over 3,U00,- 
000 bus and barley about 1,500,000 bus, 
while rye and wheat show a falling off 
of about 300,000 bus. The shipments 
were composed of 6,239,000 bus oats, 4,- 
549,000 bus barley, 1,087,000 bus corn, 569,- 
000 bus wheat and 483,000 bus rye. 

Milwaukee has secured the convention 
of the National Association of Grain 
Dealers, which will hold its annual 
meeting in this city Oct. 4,5 and 6 next 
year, though there is a possibility that 
the dates may be changed to June to 
satisfy the demands of the spring and 
winter wheat trade. When the vote was 
taken at a meeting of the directors 
of the association in Chicago last Tues- 
day, Milwaukee received seven votes, 
Buffalo five, New Orleans one and De- 
troit none. 'The convention is consid- 
ered ito be of the greatest importance to 
the Milwaukee grain trade, and is 
thought to bea reflection of the grow- 
ing importance of this market. Every 
preparation will be made to entertain the 
guests and provide for their comfort, 
and the Exposition building will be se- 
cured as a convention hall. 


. A. W. FRIESE. 
Milwaukee, Wis., Dec. 7. 





New Orleans 


Special Correspondence 


The local flour market ruled steady 
this week in sympathy with the advance 
in wheat, and prices are from 5c to 10c 
higher than last week’s quotations. 
Northwestern mills, in the latter part of 
per bbl 
and were today asking $4.35/@4.40 per bbl 
for patents in 98-lb cotton sacks for 
prompt shipment. Kansas hard winter 
flours remain firm at 5@l0c over last 
week’s quotations. Patents are at $3.85 
(@3.90 in 98-1b cotton sacks. 

Flour quotations are as follows: hard 
spring patents, $4.40@4.50; straights, 
$4.10@4.20; clears not wanted. Hard 
winter patents , $4@4.10; straights, $3.65 
(@3.75; clears, $38.20@3.30; soft winter pat- 
ents, $4.40@4.45; extra fancy, $4.257@4.30. 
These prices are for flour in 98-lb cotton 
or 140-1b jute sacks. 

Exports of flour through New Orleans 
to foreign ports, week ending Dec. 4, 
were as follows: 





Sacks. Bbls. 
IN Gis countoakensaachandese seal 11,500 priae 
BA PEN ee 3,608 
BS RA 500 
Es ve ncces cha cache en anke we 2,60) ‘ne 
PC el cua cceeeebencanade aa teres 110 83 
COIDRs « scccces Wane 15 saate 
Port Limon. vies eae 600 80 
FRI ois oS oincced es ciccascessens MASP 563 


Corn is from 2c to 3c out of line for ex- 
port. No. 2 mixed today is quoted at 48c 
per bu (export basis). 

Wheat is quoted at 78c f.o.b. steamer, 
December loading. Receipts of grain 
forthe week amounted to 336 cars of 
wheat, 61 cars of corn and 19cars of oats, 

The New Orleans Board of Trade in- 
specting 41 cars of wheat, l4carsof corn 
and 16 cars of oats. Maritime, 47 cars of 
corn, 3 cars of oats and 295 cars of wheat. 
Exports of grain for the month of No- 
vember amounted to 972,040 bus of wheat 
and 8,742 bus of corn, against 1,697,922 
bus of wheat for November, 1902. 

Stocks of grain in local elevators on 
Dec. 4 were as follows: 


Wheat, bus. Corn, bus, 
6,000 27,000 





Stuyvesant.............00. 12 
VL rer 600,000 80,000 
Ce cackncccesesasee i eee 
PE casts ds siankanen bebe CRO pecees 
ORE. occackavendaaedeinten 841,890 57,000 
NOTES 


Galveston exports for the month of 
November amounted to 1,726,000 bus of 
wheat, and 241,806 bus of corn, against 
744,220 bus of wheat for the same month 
last year. 


The total insurance carried by the Na- 
tional Biscuit Co. on its New Orleans 
plant which burned recently, amounts 
to $46,512. Of this amount $10,500 was 
on stock and $36,012 on machinery. 


The consolidation of the New Orleans 
Maritime & Merchants’ Exchange and 
the New Orleans Board of ‘Trade is now 
only a matter of form. The board of di- 
rectors of both exchanges cepted the 
terms and the formal consolidation will 
take place about the first of the year. 


H. T. LAWLER, JR. 
New Orleans, La., Dec. 5. 
































































Fi 
. 
4 


SS 


oe Le 


WV 
me 


w) 
pron 















THE WEEKLY 





HE Kansas City Millers’ 
Club was the first of 
the millers’ organiza- 
tions to establish the 
pleasant custom of giv- 

ing annually a dinner to which should 
be bidden millers from other parts of 
the country. On May 31, 1902, this club 
was host to the St. Louis Millers’ Club 
atadinner given at the Hotel Balti- 
more. On Oct. 18, 1902, the St. Louis 
Millers’ Club returned the compliment 
at the Planters’ hotel and their Kansas 
City friends were the guests of the even- 
ing, although a large number of millers 
from other parts of the country were 
also invited and were present. Both 
events were thoroughly successful in 
every way and were of signal value in 
promoting the friendly and courteous 
relations which are becoming character- 
istic of the American milling trade. 

On Saturday, Dec. 5, the hospitable 
Kansas City millers were once again at 
home to their milling brethren from 
withvuut and this time the millers of the 
northwest had the honor of being the 
chief object of their kindly attentions, 
although invitations to the number of 
several hundred were sent out and there 
were represented at the dinner almost 
every section of the western milling 
field. On this occasion the Kansas City 
entertainers completely eclipsed their 
former efforts in this direction, giving 
their guests one of the most elegant 
complete and in every way delightful 
dinners that the annals of the industry 
record. 


THE DINNER 


The entertainment was given in the 
large dining room of the Kansas City 
Club and at half-past seven, more than 
ninety gentlemen sat down together to 
partake of a most excellent bill of fare, 
reinforced by carefully selected wines 
of choice quality. he room was very 
tastefully decorated with American 
flags and back of the president’s chair 
hung the banner of the Kansas City 
Millers’ Club; the same emblem which 
had been carried through fiood and 
stress to the Detroit convention, last 
June, by the courageous remnant of the 
organization which was able to get 
through the high water and make the 
= in spite of all obstacles. 

he tables were decorated with a 
quantity of flowers; a magnificent cen- 
ter-piece of red roses giving a fine 
touch of color to the board. The dinner 
ecards consisted of a printed list of 
guests, the menu and the guest card, 
bearing the monogram of the club in 
gold embassed letters, the whole tied 
together with gold cord. During the 
service, an orchestra played popular se- 
lections as accompaniment to the hum 
of cheerful conversation and occasional 
light laughter which indicated beyond 
adoubt that the diners were in good 
humor with themselves and at peace 
with all the world. Old friends pledged 
each other across the table; old jests 
were retold and former pleasant meet- 
ings were recalled. 

There is an intangible quality about 
the successful dinner which can not be 
exactly described, yet is unmistakable. 
This was marked at the Kansas City 
affair and indicated that it was destined 
to '*go”’? with snap from the beginning. 
No one should make the mistake of im- 
agining that such a result merely hap- 
pens of itself. Left to chance, the most 
elaborate feast with the most ‘expensive 
wines is quite apt to turn outa chilly 
disappointment. Someone must take a 
vast amount of pains in arranging the 
details of the successful dinner; details 
which may appear insignificant to the 
outsider, but which are really of the ut- 
most importance. 

It is not only necessary to see that the 
food is well selected and good, proper- 
ly cooked and quietly served; that the 
wine is cold and the bird is hot; that 
the room is warm enough but not 
close; that the lights are agreeably 
toned and conducive to cheerfulness; 
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that the chairs are comfortable and the 
dinner cards and music up to the stand- 
ard set for the occasion, whatever that 
may be, but the greatest care must be 
exercised in so seating the guests as to 
bring congenial people together and yet 
to avoid massing the company in small 
cliques and groups. All this requires 
knowledge, acquaintance, tact and a 
sort of instinct for the proper thing. 

The officers of the Kansas City Mill- 
ers’ Club were most fortunate in their 
care of these details and it was evident 
that they had taken as much pains in 
the gs ap gees of this dinner as they 
would in the production of a first-class 
barrel of flour. Just which of them was 
particularly ay for the jg Cl 
result achieved was difficult to dis- 
cover, owing to the modesty of the men 
behind the game, but the guest who 
writes this was bee png d requested by 
many members of the club to credit es- 
pecially its secretary, Mr. Sterling, and 
the fact that he is a member of the staff 
of this journal ought not to prevent it 
from saying that he was certainly 
worthy of the many kind and flattering 
words which were said of him in this 
connection. 

The president of the club, Mr. Pres- 
cott, was most solicitous for the happi- 
ness of the guests and although suffer- 
ing from a trying sickness, he dis- 
obeyed the doctor’s instructions and 
came to the dinner in order to show: the 
visitors honor. In the after-dinner pro- 
gramme, that genial, kindly, pleasant- 
visaged gentleman, Mr. Miller, acted as 
toast-master and did so admirably. 
His face radiated happiness and good 
cheer, his wit and tact were equal to the 
demands upon him at all times and the 
guests needed no warmer welcome than 
the sight of his countenance, beaming 
with true kindiness and hospitality 
over the assembled compan Next to 
hirn sat the ever popular ‘tUncle Char- 
lie’? Espenschied without whom no 
miller’s dinner would be complete. 
Scattered about the room, each the re- 
cipient of assiduous attention from 
some one of the local hosts, were repre- 
sentatives from the northwest, the 
southwest, the southeast, and the cen- 
tral west. An idea of the representative 
character of the dinner may be obtained 
by reading the list of those present. 


LIST OF THOSE PRESENT 


Allen, H. H., Bemis Bro. Bag Co., Kansas 
City, Mo, 

Alley, Harry C., Millers’ Individual Under- 
writers, Kansas City, Mo 

Aylsworth, George A., The Moffatt Com- 
mission Co., Kansas City, Mo. 

Bore, Henry, Annan, Burg & Co., St. Louis, 

oO, 

Bronson, E. P., Moskvitte, Tenn. 

Baldwin, mises M ,Jr., Minneapoiis, Minn. 

Barber, E. R., Barber Milling Co., Minneap- 
olis, Minn. 

Blakey, T.J., Blaker Milling Co., Pleasanton, 
Kansas. 

Bradley, Herbert, traffic manager Millers’ 
National Federation, New York. 

Bean, F. A., Jr., New Prague Flouring Mill 
Co., New ag Minn. 

Ballard, 8. T., Ballard & Ballard Co., Louis- 
ville, Ky y. 

Bradley, H. O., Kansas Grain & Flour Co., 
Manhattan, Kansas. 

Brinkman, Ray, Kansas City Milling Co., 
Kansas sl f Mo 

Browder, F. , Hannibal Milling Co., Han- 
nibal, Mo 

Bulte, ‘Aug. J.. White Swan Mills, Kansas 
City, Mo 

Carter, Seymour, Hastings, Minn. 

Craft, H. G., Bernet, Craft & Kauffman Mill- 
ing Co., St. Louis, Mo. 

Carkener, George C., Goffe, Lucas & Car- 
kener, Kansas City, Mo 

Christian, L., L. Christian & Co., Minneapo- 
lis, Minn. 

Cain, sonatas M., Cain Mill Co., Atchison, 


an 
Cain, ‘Vistor A., Cain Mill Co., Atchison, 
ansas. 
Carter, 8. B., Wellington Mill & Elevator 
Co., Wellington, Kansas. 
Colton, A. B., Great Western Mfg. Co., Kan- 
sas City, Mo. 
Derlien, Peter, Kansas Milling & Export 
Co., St. Louis, Mo 
Davis, R. M., R. T. Davis Mill & Mfg. Co., St. 
Joseph, Mo. 
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Espenschied, Charles, St. Louis, Mo. 
Edwards, J. C., Rex Mill Co., Kansas ( ‘ty, 


Mo 
Edgar, William C., Northwestern Mi) er, 
ne Min pn. 
— J.8., White Swan Mills, Kansas City, 
oO 


Goffe, W. C., Goffe, Lucas & Carkener, K n- 
sas City, Mo. 

Heater, J. N., Kansas City, Mo 

Humphrey, H. K., Security Milling Co., ..b- 
iene, 3 Kansas. 

Helm, H.8., Smith & Helm Co.. Minnea; 
lis, Minn. 

Hadley, J. M., De Soto, Kansas. 

Heath, George M., Listman Mill Co., La 
Crosse, Wis. 

Harvey, W.L., New Prague Flouring * il] 
Co., New Prague, Minn. 

Hammatt, Daniel, aon Roller Mil!irg 
Co., Topeka. Kan 

Hunt, A. J., New Era *Miling Co., Arkan :as 

City, Kansas. 

Hoffman, C. B.,C. Hoffman & Son, Ent :r- 
prise, . 

Heywood, John W., Pillsbury-Washb:rn 
Flour Milis Co., Minneapolis, Minn. 

Hunter, George H., Hunter Milling « o., 
Wellington, Kansas. 

Imboden, Adam, Bemis Bro. Bag Co., Wi 'h- 
ita, Kansas. 

Jennison, W.J., W. J. Jennison Co., Min:e- 
apolis, Minn. 

Kelly, W. H., Kelly Bros., Wellington, K in- 


sas. 

Kelley, John, Kelley Milling Co., Kansas 
City, Mo. 

Kennedy, H.S., Secretary Millers’ National 
Federation, Chicago, I11. 

King, H. H., Sheffield-King Milling ‘ o., 
a Minn. 

Kramer, 8S. P., Kramer Bros., Wellingt:n, 
Kansas 

— R. E., Arms & Kidder, Kansas C 


Kirk, David B., David B. Kirk & Co., K.in- 
sas City, Mo 

Kelly, E. M., Liberty Mills, Nashville, Tenn. 

Leach, Francis A., Kansas City, Mo. 

Land, L. T., Higginsville Milling Co., Hlig- 
ginsville, Mo. 

mma P. H., Modern Miller, St. Louvis, 


oO. 

Lukens, Edwin, Lukens Milling Co., At: hi- 
son, Kansas. 

Lukens, Arthur, Lukens Milling Co., At hi- 
son, Kansa 

Long, L. J., Kansas City Bag Mfg. Co., kin- 
sas City, M 

Lucas, P. F., Goffe, Lucas & Carkener, kin- 
sas City, Mo. 

Lysle, E. D., mney & Lysle Milling ‘o., 


Kansas City, M 
The Moffatt Commission ‘'0., 


Moffatt, E. O., 
Kansas City, M 

Mohr, Paul, Zenith Milling Co., Karsas 
City, Mo 

MeNair, J. H., Praetend Milling & Elevi'‘or 
Co., Halstead, Kansa 

Miller, 1. L. M., Zenith Milling Co., Kansas 
ity, M 

Moms, ©. S. Zenith Milling Co., Kansas ( ‘ty, 


Nicolet, H. L., Kansas City Star, Ka: -as 
City, Mo 

Prescott, J. P.. Kansas City Milling « 0., 
Kansas City, Mo 

Payne, Morton E., Millers’ Individual ‘n- 
derwriters, Kansas City, Mo, 

Powell, a G., Lincoin Mill Co., Lincoln, » «b. 

Raikes, C. KF. G., Northwestern Miller, %t. 
Louis, Mo 

Ridgway, Charles H.. Western Millers’ ‘u- 
tual Fire Insurance Co, Kansas City, ‘0. 

Roberts, George N., Bemis Omaha Bag 0., 
Omaha, Neb. 

Rowe, W.N., Voigt Milling Co., Grand | 'p- 
ids, Mich. 

Roos, Hugo, Chickasha Milling Co., Chi ‘a- 
sha, I. 

Roos, Charles L,, Kansas Milling & Ex: ort 
Co., Kansas City, Mo 

Rock, Charles F., Berger-Anderson 0. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

Stanard, W. K., E. O. Stanard Milling °0., 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Simmons, N. K., Simmons Milling Co ed 
Wing, Minn. 

Smiley, William, Plymouth Milling Co. Le 
Mars, Iowa. 

Smith, Kingsland, Foreign Manager No th- 
western Miller, London, England. 

Searing, C. H.. Arkansas City Milling . 0. 
Arkansas City, Kan 

Soares, W. D., Pe og Milling Co., A! on, 
ill. 


Sparks, H. B.. Sparks Milling Co,, Alto: Ill. 

Stern, weiner, Bernhard, Stern & Sons, ‘til 
waukee, Wis 

Storting. R. E. Northwestern Miller, in- 
sas City, Mo. 

Turner, John M., Hamburg, Germany. 

Topping, C. V., Oklahoma Export Co., ()<!a- 
homa City, Okla. 

Van Meter, J. C., Shannon & Mott Co., es 
Moines, lowa. : 
Von Hagen, A. C., Sleepy Eye Milling ©°0» 

Sleepy Eye, Minn. 
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Warkentin, B., Newton Milling & Elevator 
Co., Newton, Kansas. 

Wilson, John A., Kansas City, Mo. 

Walsh, C. K. D., Kehlor Flour Mills Co., St. 
Louis, Mo. 


AFTER DINNER 


With the coming of the coffee and ci- 
gars, Mr. Prescott, the club’s president, 
called for order and welcomed the. vis- 
itors most wera He said that the 
significance of this gathering was of 
toc much importance to be lightly 
passed over. It meant that the millers 
present sought the common good of the 
trade. The Millers’ National Federa- 
tio. had accomplished, peep and 
incirectly, an immense amount of bene- 
fit o all millers in the United States, it 
could do more and it would do more if 
it vere given the support it deserved. 
Si:ce the flood in Kansas City and that 
section, millers had experienced better 
times, but a change would doubtless 
sovn come—a trying time forthem. He 
hoped they would stand together to 
meet itin the best way. As long as 
millers do not know each other they 
will be afraid of each other. Make them 
acjuainted, through the medium of 
su: h occasions as this, and distrust and 
doubt in the honesty and integrity of 
each other will disappear forever. Be- 
fore this club was formed, the millers of 
Kensas City went home every night 
wiiha knife in their boots ready for 
their competitor. Since then, they had 
come to know each other better and they 
ca'ried the knife now for the trade liars 
wlio were always trying to mislead the 
miilers, (Laughter and cheers). 

'- he speaker closed by assuring the 

vi itors, and particularly those who 
ha | come long distances to be present, 
that the pleasure of their society was 
gr atly appreciated and that the local 
miilers felt themselves highly compli- 
mented by the large attendance of their 
frionds on this happy evening. He of- 
fered the toast ‘tThe People Who Feed 
the World—The Millers of the United 
Ststes,’”? which was drunk with enthus- 
lasm,. 
w Mir, Miller, in assuming the post of 
toest-master, said that the friends from 
a cistance had not come so far just to 
lis‘en to Kansas City talk, but to hear 
from all parts of the country. He ac- 
cordingly proposed to call upon several 
of the visitors, giving no one notice in 
advance, as the discussion was to be 
absolutely informal. 


SPEAKERS 


During the evening short speeches 
were made by the following gentlemen 
in the order named: 


Seymour Carter, Hastings, Minn. 

i. P, Bronson, Chicago. 

i}. R. Barber, Minneapolis. 

ii. B. Sparks, Alton, Ill. 

Hi. L. Nicolet, Kansas City. 

.ingsland Smith, London. 

l.. T. Ballard, Louisville, Ky. 

David B. Kirk, Kansas City. 

George M. Heath, La Crosse, Wis. 

William C. Edgar, Minneapolis. 

Walter Stern, Milwaukee. 

\W.N. Rowe, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

J. H. McNair, Halstead, Kansas. 

Hierbert Bradley, New York. 

John M. Tarner, Hamburg, Germany. 

!. H. Litchfield, St, Louis. 

li. 8. Kennedy, Chicago. 

Ii. G, Craft, St. Louis. 

‘ harles Espenschied, St. Louis. 

t. A. Bean, Jr., New Prague, Minn. 

!'. H. King, Minneapolis. 

\ir, Stanard sang a couple of songs, 
the company joining in the choruses. 
Mr. Kennedy yielded to solicitation 
ani told some stories and Thruston 
Ba'lard made an immense hit by relat- 
in',in his own inimitable and unap- 
pr achable way, a few character studies 
from real life in Kentucky, ‘t'When We 
Wcre Eighteen” being a prose poem 
ani''The Adventure With Aunt Pau- 
lina” a graphic and soul-stirring recital. 


TONE OF THE TALK 


he atmosphere of the place was con- 
dv:ive to frankness and good feeling, 
th informality of the speakers and the 
br vity of the notice given them was 
op osed to any set speeches; conse- 
qv ntly, while nothing was said ofa 
pr tentious character, yet much well 
Ww th listening to was spoken. The 
ge eral tone of the visitors was that of 
co gratulation to the Kansas millers 
W! > appear to be more happily situat- 
ed 'n regard to rates and other advant- 
ag s than their brethren elsewhere. To 
th ; sentiment the Kansans good-na- 
tu: sdly demurred, claiming that the al- 
le ed advantages would not bear the 
8¢ itiny of closer inspection. 


SYNOPSES OF THE SPEECHES 


r, Carter, responding for the Minne- 
8O 1 millers, read telegrams of regret 
fr n Charles J. Martin, president of the 
M ters’ Club of Minneapolis, James 8S. 
Be |, president of the Washburn-Crosby 
Co , Minneapolis, and Charles Silver- 
80 of New Ulm. He said that the 
no twestern delegation which had come 
to he dinner esteemed it not only an 
ho .or but a privlege to meet the millers 
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of Kansas and the southwest. He spoke 
of the enormous output of flour from 
Minneapolis and the mills of Minneso- 
ta. He was glad to say that there had 
been an improvement in the milling 
business of the northwest during the 
last few months, but considering the 
long period of calamitous depression 
which had preceded this brighter day, 
the better conditions were certainly de- 
served and well earned. He hoped for 
the coming of a time when there would 
be always a profit, however small, in 
flour making. The millers themselves 
had it in their power to bring this about 
by exercising self restraint in making 
and offering flour when trade was dull 
and the markets glutted. It was always 
better to shut down than to run at a loss 
and he hoped that when the time came 
for the millers to choose between the 
two evils that they would have courage 
enough to take the lesser. Speaking of 
organization, he praised the work of 
the Millers’ National Federation and 
urged millers to work together, always, 
for the common good; to support every 
movement calculated to build up the 
trade and by so doing to avoid in the 
future falling into the slough of de- 
spond from which they are now barely 
emerging. 

Mr. Bronson spoke of the good it did 
him to come to such meetings as this 
and to meet with representative millers 
of the country, and closed with an apt 
anecdote. 

Mr. Barber made an amusing and 
graceful speech in which he avoided 
business talk and gave some personal 
anecdotes which were received with 
laughter. 

Mr. Sparks said he was not there to 
talk but was having a good time and 
asked that others, whom he named, be 
called upon to make use of the oppor- 
tunity proffered him. 

Mr. Nicolet, commercial editor of the 
Kansas City Star, had something to say 
about the development of the industries 
of the southwest and particularly the 
milling business of Kansas City, and 
gave his hearers a clear idea of the 
commercial possibilities of the city in 
which they found themselves. 

Mr. Kingsland Smith, speaking of 
trade with the Orient, said that he had 
been surprised to find so many lines of 
steamers trading across the Pacific from 
San Francisco and Puget sound. In 
Seattle he saw an 18,000-ton steamer 
with a full cargo for the Orient. Soon 
Mr. Hill’s new steamers of 28,000 tons, 
capable of carrying 280,000 bbls of flour, 
will be running and the presence of 
these large steamers will insure low 
rates of freight across the Pacific. 

In China a large business is done in 
American flour and several American 
mills maintain offices in Hongkong 
which is the great center for the flour 
trade in the Orient. The Chinese mer- 
chants are very shrewd and they usu- 
ally work together in combinations of 
three or more. In Hongkong there are 
several groups of this kind. The Chi- 
nese merchant can be relied upon to 
carry out his contracts, once he has 
given his word. 

The means of internal communication 
in China are very bad as soon as you 
leave the waterways. There are almost 
no railways in China, but greater inter- 
est is now being taken in railroad build- 
ing and work is in progress on several 
railways including the American rail- 
way concession from Canton in south 
China to Hankow in north China. 

Another obstacle to trade in China 
is the unstable currency. ‘The Mexican 
dollar is the standard and as the price of 
silver is constantly fluctuating an im- 
porter who buys fiour on a gold basis 
can not tell what the cost will be to him 
in Mexican money by the time the flour 
arrives. An effort is being made to put 
the currency of China on a stable gold 
basis and if this is done it will greatly 
facilitate trade with China. 

In Japan conditions are very differ- 
ent. The country is well supplied with 
railways and it has a stable currency, 
the yen being worth 50c United States 
currency and the rate of exchange show- 
ing but a fractional variation. 

Flour in the Orient is not used for 
bread, but itis made into macaroni or 
sweet cakes or boiled in oil making a 
sort of dumpling. In south China there 
are no large flour mills, but in Shang- 
hai there are several mills, two of which 
have recently been enlarged to a capaci- 
ty of 400 bbls per 24 hours. 

The millers of Kansas should be able 
to do business in the Orient to as good 
or better advantage as the millers of 
Minnesota. Mr. Hill has made a rate of 
40c per 100 lbs from Minneapolis to 
Hongkong and probably the Burling- 
ton or the Santa Fé will make the same 
rate from Kansas points. In fact, the 
Santa Fé railway some time ago did 
make a rate of 35c from Kansas City to 
Yokohama but this rate was afterwards 
withdrawn. The new Kansas City, 
Mexico & Orient road now under con- 
struction to Topolobampo, Mexico, will 


give Kansas millers a shorter outlet to 
the Pacific and arrangements have been 
made with the Hamburg-American Line 
to run from Topolobampo,. Very likely 
the China Merchants, a line of steamers 
organized by. Chinese merchants that 
now goes to Mexico, will also work in 
connection with the new railway. 

In’ conclusion Mr. Smith said that 
trade conditicns are owns chang- 
ing and that while Kansas millers are 
not now shipping to the Orient it may 
well be that within 15 years the greater 

art of their exports will be sent to the 

rient. He commended the Orient trade 
to their consideration as conditions are 
already ripe for a beginning. 

Mr. Ballard told some ancient history 
concerning the Central Millers’ Associa- 
tion, long since defunct, and his experi- 
ence with the St. Louis millers, the 
moral being that organization was a 
good thing. 

Mr. Kirk testified to the pleasure it 
gave the members of the club to have 
their friends with them and hoped that 
it would be his good fortune to attend 
many such dinners. He confirmed, in 
a general way, the opinions already ex- 
pressed by Mr. Carter. 

Mr. Heath talked earnestly of the 
benefits of organization among millers. 
He urged that the use of the ‘thammer”’ 
be abandoned. If any weapon was 
necessary, he preferred the hatchet as 
tag | the cleaner and keener of the two. 
He thought, however, that the time had 
passed for millers to cut each other, and 
was an optimist on the future of the 
trade. 

Mr. Edgar spoke on transportation 
problems, the development of the Gulf 
route and the Asiatic trade. Unless the 
trunk lines ceased to erect barriers and 
handicaps in the road to the Atlantic 
seaboard, he was confident that the 
stream of flour originating in the west 
and northwest would speedily force an 
outlet through the Gulf. He believed 
that, within a decade, more flour would 
go westward from the line of the Mis- 
Sissippi river than to the east. He 
closed with a quotation from Kipling. 

Mr. Stern, speaking for the millers of 
Milwaukee, regretted that he was the 
only one present from that city, but as- 
sured the company that in any move to 
better milling conditions it could count 
on Milwaukee, first, last and all the 
time. 

Mr. Rowe said that the millers of his 
state, Michigan, had a guvod organiza- 
tion, but were handicapped by a dimin- 
ishing wheat supply. 

‘Mr. McNair was giad to join Kansas 
City in welcoming milling friends from 
abroad. 

Mr. Bradley, just returned from Eng- 
land, was glad to say that the flour 
stocks were small and the prospects for 
the rest of the season very good. As to 
the Gulf outlet, ithad great possibilities 
but he was bound to say that at present 
it had its disadvantages, which must be 
overcome if it was to develop to any- 
thing like the dimensions predicted for 
it. Millers themselves were to blame 
for many of these. He sone earnestly 
and with the utmost directness, dis- 
claiming any motive save the good of 
the trade and telling the millers where- 
in, by their own laxity and carelessness, 
they were hazarding their best interests. 
He made an appeal for the application 
of the strictest business principles in 
keeping engagements with the steam- 
ship lines for forward delivery and said 
that the reason that much of the wheat 
went abroad at a low rate was because 
the millers failed to get their flour tothe 
seaboard on time and the ships filled up 
with wheat at any price they could get. 
He thought the millers would do well to 
go into politics to the extent at least of 
urging and insisting upon either reci- 
procity or a maximum and minimum 
tariff. Referring to Mr. Chamberlain’s 
scheme he said he was astonished at the 
strength it had developed in Britain and 
warned millers that if they did not do 
something toward fairer trade relations 
with the rest of the world, they would as- 
suredly be subject to attack on their 
foreign flour trade. 

Mr. Turner said that Mr. Bradley had 
spoken frankly and truly as to foreign 
trade and the faults of the millers them- 
selves in connection with its develop- 
ment and he heartily endorsedhim. He 
spoke of the relative price of the Kan- 
sas and Minneapolis flours abroad and 
urged the millers of the southwest to 
work toward the establishment of stand- 
ard grades of flour, to keep these stand- 
ards up rigidly and thereby to give 
Kansas flour a definite value commen- 
surate with its worth—a known reputa- 
tion that would always command a 
price Spreansmatts its true merit. 

Mr. tchficld disclaimed what he 
said was an honor which the toast-mas- 
ter had given him; expressed his pleas- 
ure at being present and told some facts 
about the World’s Fair. 

Mr. Craft told a story or two and said 
that he had always been a miller and 
liked the business; he had always made 
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a living at it some way even in the 
darkest days and hoped hecould al- 
ways continue to do so. 

‘tUncle Charlie”? Espenschied in re- 
sponse to loud and persistent calling, 
was finally persuaded to say something 
but, disclaiming the slightest oratorical 
ability, he would only repeat an inci- 
dent from real life which fitted his case, 
he said, er: 

Mr. Bean said a few words to express 
his pleasure in being on hand. 

Mr. King made a practical business 
talk, urging millers to endeavor to get 
better prices for their flour. 


THE VISITING DELEGATIONS 


The St. Louis delegation came in a 
body and arrived in Kansas City Satur- 
day morning, there being a dozen in the 
party. lt made its headquarters at the 
Midland hotel. 

The contingent from the northwest 
left Minneapois Friday night, arriving 
in Kansas City Saturday afternoon and 
stopping at the Baltimore. In the party 
were Messrs. Heywood, Von Hagen, 
Heath, Carter, Edgar, Kingsland Smith, 
Jennison, Baldwin, L. Christian, Bar- 
ber, Helm, King, Harvey, Bean and 
Simmons. The party travelled over the 
Omaha line and had two cars assigned 
to its exclusive use, one being a sleeper 
and the other a handsome club car in 
which meals were served. On the re- 
turn journey, the delegation had the 
pleasure of the company of several of 
the Atchison millers for part of the way 
and Mr. Smiley came’ with it as far as 
Le Mars. The trip was very enjoyable 
and those who went to the Kansas City 
dinner from the northwest were delight- 
ed with their experience. 





Michigan 
Special Correspondence 


The mills of Detroit turned out 11,400 
bbls of flour last week, compared with 
9,500 the week before and 12,600 a year 
ago. 

Some improvement is showing in the 
flour situation and millers say that if 
the wheat market is held firm for a little 
while longer the buyers of flour will 
come to time and make some extensive 
pee. They are encouraged in this 

elief by the increase in inquiries, both 
foreign and domestic, and there is some 
evidence that the price scarcely strikes 
the dealer as being quite as formidable 
as it was a few weeks ago. 

Foreigners were holding off early in 
the week, but some bids came in later 
that were high enough to move a few fair- 
sized lots. Glasgow bid 52s 6d, but 
moved up enough to secure some flour. 
The millers at the close of business 
were asking 26s 6d and were quite firm 
in their views. Anincrease in foreign 
trade is expected. The ports of Leith, 
Dublin and Liverpool were bidding 
about the same as Glasgow, and all ap- 
peared to be in want of flour. 

A feature of the market is the smart 
demand for straights, clears and low 
grades, the last mentioned being in es- 
pecially urgent request. 

The tg ee of a short time ago have 
recently been quite urgent in their re- 
quests for the prompt shipment of their 
purchases, so that the mills are having 
their decks cleared in good shape and 
such a thing as the accumulation of 
flour is unknown. The feeling amone 
millers is favorable and it is believe 
that the stagnation in buying is about 
over. 

Spring wheat flour from the northwest 
is active and the market is showing 
firmness. Rye flour is very strong and 
the mills are taxed to their utmost in 
supplying the trade. 


NOTES 


George A. Bell of Port Huron has pat- 
ented a new grinding mill. 


George O. Groll, manager of the Com- 
mercial Milling Co. of Cleveland, Ohio, 
was in the city Saturday. 


A ‘*pure food”’ show is being held in 
Detroit, but the local flour makers are 
not exhibiting. They believe the health- 
fulness of flour has been fully estab- 
lished and are allowing the makers of 
newfangled stuffs to have the show to 
themselves. 


J. A. Heath of the Richmond Elevator 
Co. has made a complaint against the 
Pere Marquette railway company 
charging that the elevator company had 
been discriminated against in that cars 
were furnished to rival shippers with 
promptness while Mr. Heath was unable 
to secure acar. It is charged also that 
the conductors had been favoring ship- 
pers who paid tips of from $2 to $5 per 
car. The interstate commerce commis- 
sion will give the elevator people a 
hearing at Richmond in a short time. 


JOHN BARR. 
Detroit, Mich., Dec, 7. 





The R. B. Lancaster Mill Co. of Le- 
banon, Ky., is offering its plant for sale. 
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A general tone of dullness prevailed 
in the St. Louis flour market last week. 
All the mills report business as be- 
ing very quiet with but few orders com- 
ing to hand. This period of dullness 
and shortage of orders does not make 
the millers feel uneasy as they all say 
it is a natural state for the market to be 
in at this time of the year when the holi- 
day season is at hand. A great many 
buyers like to get rid of most of their 
stock so as to know how they stand at 
the beginning of the year, and do not 
care to buy flour or increase their stocks 
at this time of the year. The high price 
and general shortage of red wheat is 
still making it hard for the soft wheat 
millers to do any business and many of 
the soft wheat mills are running very 
light. Itseemsto be generaly under- 
stood that if the soft wheat mills are to 
run they are obliged 
to use some hard 
wheat. 

Visitors here who 
are interested in Kan- 
sas wheat maintain 
that it will be impos- 
sible to grind up the 
Kansas crop. before 
another one is har- 
vested, but if all the 
soft wheat mills in 
the country are to use 
a certain amount of 
Kansas wheat, and 
then in the spring the 
Minneapolis mills 
find they are going to 
be short, and in con- 
sequence buy large 
quantities of south- 
western wheat to last 
them until another 
spring wheat crop is 
harvested, it looks as 
if there would be a 
shortage of Kansas 
wheat before spring. 
With these conditions 
in view, flour buyers 
can not expect to see 
lower prices. 


Export business 


was quieter than it 
has been for some 
time and very iew 
sales were reported 


although some good- 
sized shipments were 
ordered out, 

The feed market 
continued dull and 
dealers report but lit- 
tle business, and not 
much demand from 
the east. Buyers ap- 
parently are not edu- 
cated up to having to 
pay the new freight rates and dislike to 
pay the higher prices. 

The offerings from the west were not 
heavy and the supply of soft wheat feed 
is still scarve. Soft wheat bran es- 
pecially is very scarce and there is lit- 
tle offered. Mills areasking stiff prices 
and by holding out many of them get 
their price. 

The milling demand for soft wheat 
was again only moderate, millers being 
firm in their opinion that the prices are 
too high to mill profitably. Wheat is 
still being taken ‘by the elevators for 
delivery and on Friday as high as 924c 
per bu was paid for contract wheat. 
Hard wheat was reasonably free and 
good grades of No.3 and 4 were taken 
both by hard and soft wheat millers. 

The output of the St. Louis mills for 
the week ended Saturday was 31,500 
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bbls, against 28,700 the week previous. 
Outside mills the product of which is 
soid from St. Louis, made 52,000 bbls, 
compared with 54,000 the week before. 


DEATH OF WILLIAM B. PIERCE 


William B. Pierce, president of the 
Alton (Ill.) Roller Milling Co., died at 
his home in Alton early Saturday morn- 
ing after a short illness, at the age of 62 
years. Mr. Pierce had not enjoyed per- 
fect health for a long period, but his 
trouble was not considered to be ofa 
serious nature, so that the announce- 
ment of his death was a surprise to his 
friends in this city, where he had visited 
not more than a week earlier. Mr. 
Pierce had been engaged in the flour 
milling business at Alton for about fif- 
teen years; previous to that time he was 
in the cracker manufacturing business 
at Des Moines, Iowa. He will be re- 
membered by his acquaintances both 
socially and in a business way as being 
an honorable man and a_ cherished 
friend. 

NOTES AND PERSONALS 


The stocks of flour in St. Louis Dec. 
1, according to Flour Inspector Rump, 
are 52,874 bbis, compared with 61,300 
Nov. 1. 


It is understood that Toledo millers 
are selling their flour 25c below what it 
would be possible to sell St. Louis soft 
wheat flour. 

The marriage of Miss Minna Rassfeld 
and Louis A. Valier will take place 
Dec. 16. Mr. Valier is the eldest son of 
Charles Valier of the Valier & Spies 
Milling Co. 

The Saxony mills of this city are 
building a private elevator. The work 
is being done by their own men, and 
the capacity of the house will be from 
40,000 to 50,000 bus of grain. 

H. A. Wernli of the Van Dusen-Har- 
rington Co., Minneapolis, was on the 
floor last week. He was here to inquire 
into the barley situation and had been 
travelling a good deal in the southwest 
with that purpose in view. 

Bb. H. Heiman, manager of the Avi- 
ston (1ll.) Milling Co., was in St. Louis 
last week. He said his mill, which, as 
a rule, does a considerable export busi- 
ness, had not been able to do any on 
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this crop, owing to the price and scarci- 
ty of soft wheat in his locality. 


Wednesday evening, Miss Alice Orth- 
wein, daughter of W. D. Orthwein, was 
married to Edward R. Heissler of Chi- 
cago. W.D. Orthwein is president of 
the Victoria Flour Mill of this city and 
the bridegroom is secretary of the 
Heissler-Jung Baking Co., one of Chi- 
cago’s large bakeries. 


Practically all the contract wheat 
that was held in St. Louis elevators was 
delivered to the December wheat man- 
ipulators Dec. 1. The amount exceeded 
3,000,000 bus. The syndicate is believed 
to have made large settlements with 
shorts on the basis of 10c a bu over the 
Chicago May option. The speculators 
had no difficulty in securing all the in- 
surance they needed and will probably 


have a great deal more wheat delivered 
to them before December ends. 


A party of millers and others left here 
last Friday night to attend the dinner 
given Saturday evening by the Kansas 
City Millers’ Club. Several outside 
millers joined the party, and all went 
together on a car chartered for the trip. 
Among those in the party were: E.M. 
Kelly, Nashville, Tenn; S. Thruston 
Ballard, Louisville, Ky; E. P. Bronson 
Chicago; H. B. Sparks, Alton; Charles 
Espenschied, W. K. Stanard, H. G. 
Craft, C. K. Dixon Walsh, P. H. Litch- 
field and C. F. G. Raikes of St. Louis. 


The board of directors of the Ex- 
change, after much discussion, decided 
‘to censure John Thyson of the Thyson 
Commission Co. for his conduct in re- 
gard to holding back the profits on 150,- 
000 bus of wheat which he had bought 
and later sold for John Milliken, one of 
the speculators in the December deal. 
Mr. Thyson refused to turn over the 
money until the grain had been deliv- 
ered, for he did not wish to stand between 
contracts, as he considered the market 
manipulated. The decision caused some 
surprise, for many members said they 
would have acted identically the same 
as Mr. Thyson, had they been placed in 
a similar position. 


The United Elevator & Grain Co. has 
notified the president of the Kxchange 
that the East St. Louis elevator has 
passed from its control and requests that 
the bond filed, making it a ‘tregular’’ 
house, be returned. In consequence the 
East St. Louis elevator is declared ‘'ir- 
regular’’ and the president has author- 
ized the bond which was formerly filed, 
making the house regular to be re- 
turned. This house was recently bought 
by the Wiggins Ferry Co., and leased 
by that company to Canby & Co. of Chi- 
cago. A new bond will now have to Le 
filed to make the house regular. At 
present grain can be stored there but 
would not be deliverable on contract. 
Deliverable grain must come from a 
regular house. 


The story of the three bakers, who 
visited Minneapolis with the hope of 
buying 100,000 bbis of flour at their own 
price, created quite a little amusement 
among the millers. It appears that one 
of the large millsin St. Louis at that 
time, received a wire, undoubtedly from 
one of the same bakers, saying the man 
wanted to buy 50,000 bbls of flour, and 
inquiring whether the millowner would 
meet him in Chicago the next day. The 
miller, instead of catching the next train 
for Chicago, didn’t even answer the wire 
for some time, supposing that the baker 
whose message was marked Minneapo- 
lis was in a ‘tconfused’’ state of mind 
from the hospitality that had been 
shown him by the Minneapolis millers 
in their anxiety to sell him some flour. 
Finally the St. Louis miller wired him 
the best he could offer was 5,900 bbls. 
Thus the hopes of the baker were about 
as badly shattered in his attempt to buy 
flourfrom St. Louis as they were in 
Minneapolis. 

C. F. G. RAIKEs. 





Baltimore 


Special Correspondence. 


Flour, while generally held higher, 
was practically unsalable. Itis nota 
question of price with local buyers at 
the present time but they are well 
stocked and are finding trade unusually 
dull. Dealers bought heavily in Sep- 
tember and October for November, De- 
cember and January shipment and they 
say these supplies are now piling in on 
them and that they will give them all 
they can wrestle with until after the 
turn of the year. 

Price cutting in the competition for 
patronage is one of the effects of the 
large holdings, for not infrequently are 
the jobbers willing to sell in lots to 
suit, on time and delivered at mill-lim- 
its or less. In view of all this the out- 
look for business is not pleasing, par- 
ticularly if the market should happen 
to turn downward. 

Offerings to the wholesale trade in- 
cluded, per 196 lbs in wood, spring pat- 
ent at $4.60@4.85; spring straight at $4.35 
(4.60; spring clear at $3.75/@3.95; hard 
winter patent at $4.20@4.40; hard winter 
straight at $4.10@4.25; hard winter clear 
at $3.657@3.80; winter patent at $4.357@4.50; 
winter straight at $4@4.15 and winter 
clear at $3.75@4. Some mills offered 
top quality for less than the extreme 
quotations, notably in the case of 
spring patent, but there was no disposi- 
tion to trade at any price apparently. 

City mills are in the field on spring 
clear and are offering a very good arti- 
cle at comparatively low rates—$3.75@ 
3.80 in wood. A wide difference between 
barrels and sacks still prevails, indi- 
cating that the local buyers will haveto 
turn to jute or cctton whether they like 
itor not, Soft winters were the scarcest 
and firmest grades on the list and are 
fast overtaking springs in price. 
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City mills report trade quiet, foreign 
and domestic, with another weekly out- 
put of only about 7,000 bbls. Rio extra 
was higher and in some request at $4.30 
@4.45 per 196 lbs in wood. 

Clearances of flour were 97,979 bbls; 
receipts, also for shipment principally, 
164,374. 

LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


The stock of flour here Dec. 1, exciu- 
sive of that held by the city mills, was 
reported at 42,156 bbls, against 42,855 
last month and 44,885 Dec. 1, 1902. 

Receipts of new southern corn so far 
this season have been 170,965 bus; last 
roar, 192,920. Kxtreme range of prices 

aturday: white, and yellow, 40%4@48 ec 
last year, 46(@54c. 

Flour exports from Baltimore last 
week were: Liverpool, 49,709 bbis; 
Glasgow, 22,621; Leith, 21,437; Bremer- 
haven, 1,791; Antwerp, 1,227; Rotter- 
dam, 769; coastwise, 425. 

President Gorman of the Chamber of 
Commerce has appointed Victor H, 
Brun, J. Ross Myers and Charles H, 
Dorsey as the committee on flour quoia- 
tions for the current month. 


As an evidence of the non-buying 
spirit of the flour trade in this section 
at present, one of the finest spring p:t- 
ents made in the northwest was offered 
in Baltimore and Washington during 
the week at $4.45 in jute without finding 
a single taker. 


It is announced that the independent 
cracker bakers of the eastern states, 
comprising something like 22 firnis, 
have raised the prices of their products 
from 5 to 20 per cent as an offset to tie 
higher cost of butter, eggs, flour, fu:l, 
boxes, paper, cardboard, transporta- 
tion, etc. 

The national committee on consuiar 
reorganization met in New York Nov. 28 
and adjourned to meet in Baltimore 
Dec, 11, when several prominent persons 
interested in the matter are expected to 
be present. Atthe New York meeting 
of the committee, the Baltimore Cham- 
ber of Commerce was represented by J. 
Collin Vincent and EK. A. Slack. 


A meeting of the local grain trade was 
held Thursday in the president’s room 
of the Chamber of Commerce to protest 
against the discrimination of the rail- 
roads in advancing rates on export 
grain and reducing them on export iron 
and steel products. A committee of 
leading shippers was appointed to con- 
sider the matter and to take the neccs- 
sary action. 


Among the visitors on ’change last 
week were F.W. Bolam, Sunderland, 
England; A. M. Newman, Harrisburg, 
Va; Leonard Gibson, New York; Al- 
bert Arnecke, Ruhbort, Germany; H. 
N. Lippincott, John H. Horney, N. &. 
Schermerhorn and S. I. Mitchell, Phila- 
delphia; Richard Eastwood, Norfolk, 
Va; George C. Henderson, Kingston, 
Jamaica, W. l. 

New grain elevator No.3 of the Norih- 
ern Central Railway Co. at Canton, Bal- 
timore, which was expected to be ready 
for business last July and which re- 
places the structure burned nearly a 
year ago, is finished and in operation. 
The new elevator, which is built of 
wood, sheathed with corrugated iron 
and roofed with slag, has a working 
capacity of 1,000,000 bus and cost $600,000. 


¥.W. Bolam of Bolam & Svinhoe, 
Sunderland, England, new managers of 
the Neptune Line between Baltimore 
and Rotterdam, was here early in the 
week paying his respects to his local 
agents, Dresel, Rauschenberg & (0. 
Bolam & Svinhoe succeeded the l:te 
Messrs. Pinkney in the management of 
the Neptune Line and will shortly move 
their headquarters from Sunderland to 
Newcastle, England. 

The directors of the Chamber of C 
merce have authorized President G''- 
man to appoint a delegate to the ¢ n- 
vention of the Chief Grain Inspect« s’ 
National Association which is to ‘¢ 
held sometime inthe near future w th 
the view of establishing throughout ‘1¢ 
country as far as possible unif m 
standards for the grading of grain. ¢ 
delegate selected by President Gorn in 
is Charles England,who is to attend e 
convention and report its recommen ‘a- 
tions to his constituents. 


The C, A. Gambrill Mfg. Co., prop  e 
tor of the Patapsco Mills, has closed ‘ts 
mill at Orange Grove, Md., for 1° 
winter months, and is now confining [s 
grinding to mills Aand B at Elli tt 
City and Baltimore, respectively. ‘ \is 
is in accordance with the compa::’s 
usual custom of concentrating pro: ‘¢- 
tion during the dull season, and it in 
be done this year better than ever ov ‘08 
to the increased onpeehy of its rece: ‘ly 
remodeled mill B at Baltimore, ‘he 
daily capacity of the idle mill is !,()00 
bbls, while that of the two which :re 
running is 2,000 bbls, 


CHARLES H. DORSE 
Baltimore, Md., Dec. 7. 
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Trade in flour was not improved last 
eek. There is more complaint of dull- 
ess from mills in Kansas and none 
sre has anything to say about good 
ade. Foreign markets are now quite 
it of line and very little business is 
assing. Millers are staying close toa 
rice of 23s, basis the larger and lower 
ite British markets, and with bids 
om the other side mostly a full six- 
snce below this price there is small 

»portunity to pass fresh business. The 
reak in rates was supposed to have 
xen mended the middle of the week 
ad with the probability of an advance 
he first of the year, there is not much 
nance for forward business with the 
ioliday dullness to come between now 
ind then. Few mills have any freight 
contracted beyond their sales, and, if 
the new arrangement holds, there will 
be a marked advance in freight charges. 
tlowever, freights this season have 
shown a strong inclination not to hold 
fast. 

Central states domestic trade is good 
and prices are satisfactory with little 
exception. But in the east there is noth- 
ing doing. There was atendency toward 
making lower prices to eastern markets 
last week; mills that had been holding 
at $4 came down 10c and sold at the re- 
duced figure. There are stories of New 
York quotations at as low as $3.75; these 
prices are not made by good mills for 
ull straights or for long patents. 

Bran was a fairly steady market and 
‘ash wheat was firm though not much 
igher. ‘The No. 3 wheat sold at steady 
‘rices and while choice No. 2 was not 
uotably higher all around, the market 
vas firm. 

All mills are still running full time, 
but the production last week, if all 
nills could have been figured in the to- 
11, would probably have shown a good 
‘eal of decrease. Mills in Kansas are 
.ot rushed as they were, and, while they 
still have business for steady running, 
mills are not being pushed to capacity. 
urrent orders last week were not as 
irge as the output and no round lots 
were sold, 

Kansas City mills ran steadily and 
roduced 46,200 bbls of flour as com- 
ared with 45,600 the week previous and 
7,300 a year ago. 
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THE YOST MILL FIRE 


It was definitely announced here Fri- 
Cay that the plant ofthe I. M. Yost Mill- 
Co., Hays City, Kansas, which 
urned Wednesday morning, would be 
‘built at once. Otto Swaller, who is 
scretary of the Yost company, stated 
tiatthere was no doubt about the re- 
uilding. ‘The loss on the mill and ma- 
‘ninery will amount to between $40,000 
1d $50,000, with insurance in mutual 
‘ompanies for $28,000. The stock loss, 
‘ hile not yet known, will be large. In- 
irance for $5,000 on stock was carried 
!y the mill office here and itis thought 
‘iat some stock insurance was also car- 
ed at Hays City on flour and wheat in 
e mill. ot much flour was on hand 
1 accoant of the mill’s being behind 
1 orders and the necessity for shipping 
it flour as soon as made, 
it is fairly certain that the fire was of 
| .cendiary origin. The first blaze was 
scovered in an elevator building ad- 
ining the mill and used for flour stor- 
se, at 2 o’clock in the morning. ‘This 
© was extinguished by the mili hands, 
it two hours later a second fire was 
scovered in another part of the build- 
g. This resulted in the destruction of 
e warehouse and the mill proper. 
he mill had a capacity of nearly 1,000 
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bbls and was one of the best known and 
successful in Kansas. The product was 
handled in all trade except locally by 
the Standard Grain & Milling Co. of 
Kansas City, the partners in which are 
the mill company, Otto Swaller and 
Frank E. Essex. Messrs. Swaller and 
Essex went to Hays City Saturday and 
yesterday. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


August J. Bulte of the White Swan 
Mills spent two days of last week at the 
mill at Clinton, Mo, 


Harry Rankin of the Millers’ Indi- 
vidual Underwriters left Friday evening 
for Washington for a week’s visit. 


It is announced that the plant of the 
Sedalia (Mo.) Milling Co., which burned 
in November will be rebuilt at once. 


The plant of the Reliance Milling Co. 
in the East Bottoms of Kansas City, 
which burned last Sunday night, will 
not be rebuilt. 


M. A. Reynolds, insurance adjuster 
with the Millers’ National, was here last 
week and went to Hays City to adjust 
the loss on the Yost mill. 


E. M. Kelly of the Liberty Mills, 
Nashville, Tenn., and L. T. Ballard of 
Louisville, who were here for the dinner 
Saturday, went from Kansas City to 
Denver for a brief visit. 


Morton E. Payne, formerly agent here 
for the Cotton Belt, has taken a position 
with the Millers’ Individual Underwrit- 
ers as general agent. He succeeds Harry 
B. Clark who resigned some time ago to 
go into business at the stocks yards. 


It was announced Thursday that the 
Missouri Pacific road had borrowed a 
number of engines from the Denver «& 
Rio Grande road in Colorado to be used 
on the Central Branch division of the 
Missouri Pacific in Kansas to relieve the 
congestion of grainin cars and eleva- 
tors along the line. 


The mill of the Kingman (Kansas) 
Milling Co. burned Thursday morn- 
ing. The plant is reported to be a 
total loss with but $8,000 insurance. 
The mill was operated by water power 
and had a capacity of 150 bbls. It was 
owned by W. 8S. Grosvenor and was re- 
modeled two years ago. 


. John M. Turner of Hamburg arrived 
in Kansas City late last week and re- 
mained over the rest of the week in or- 
der to attend the dinner Saturday even- 
ing. While here he met two or three 
Kansas millers with whom he has busi- 
ness relations and renewed acquaint- 
ance with business friends here. 


S. B. Carter of the Wellington (Kan- 
sas) Mill & Elevator Co., who was in the 
city Friday and Saturday and attended 
the millers’ dinner on the latter day, 
says that business, since the new mill 
began running, has been very satisfac- 
tory indeed. Just now, however, he says, 
there does not appear to be much de- 
mand for flour and trade is somewhat 
quiet. 


The big store building and warehouse 
of the H. D. Lee Mercantile, Salina, 
Kansas, burned Friday with a loss of 
$300,000 to $400,000 partly covered by in- 
surance. The cencern is the largest 
wholesale grocery establishment in the 
state. The building will be rebuilt and 
the business continued. H.D. Lee, own- 
er of the business, is the president of 
the Lee-Warren Milling Co. 


The old stone mill in Armourdale, 
Kansas, a suburb and a part of Kansas 
City, burned early Thursday morning. 
The building was never used for a mill, 
though it was erected for that purpose, 
and has from time to time been the 
cause of many rumors of a new flour 
mill in Armourdale. At the time of the 
fire the structure was used for a furni- 
ture repair establishment run by Frank 
and H. D. Hayward and A. R. Reinert- 
sen, ex-members of the Board of Trade. 
The mill for which the building was 
built was planned in 1880. 


C. W. Wright Commission Co. says: 
‘*The millfeed market fur the past week 
has been rather unsatisfactory. Owing 
to the advance in freight rates to the 
eastern markets, prices here are some 
five cents per hundred outof line. Bran, 
however, has been fairly strong. Sup- 
ported by a good local demand, sales 
have ranged from 67%c to 69c. Shorts 
very dull, there being almost no demand 
for the brown qualities, which sold at 
75¢e to 77c per hundred. White middlings 
at 80c. The country mills generally re- 
port a good local trade which took a 
good portion of their output at fair 
prices,”’ 


The transportation committee of the 
Commercial Club which has taken in 
hand the betterment of railway condi- 
tions with the roads which serve Kansas 
City, has invited the principal officials 
of the trans-Missouri lines to a confer- 
ence to be held here Dec, 18. The pur- 
pose of the meeting is to show cause to 
the railway managers for the making of 


an effort,to improve conditions at Kan- 
sas City and to call their attention to 
the present very serious conditions here. 
Should the conference not be attended 
by the officials invited or should there 
appear no promise of relief, it is the an- 
nounced purpose of the commercial in- 
terests here to begin a policy of favor- 
ing such lines as evidence a purpose to 
favor this market and withdraw busi- 
ness so far as possible from the roads 
which are accused of giving this town 
the worst of it. 
R. E. STERLING. 





San Francisco 


Special Correspondence 


The rivalry between the China Com- 
mercial Steamship Co. and the other 
trans-Pacific lines has broken out afresh 
and war will be waged more fiercely 
than ever. ‘The arrival of the steamer 
Lothian at this port was the signal for 
the opening of hostilities and the regular 
lines prepared themselves for any loss. 
The Pacific Mail Line made prepara- 
tions before the arrival of the Lothian 
by engaging all freight possible at the 
low rate of $1 a ton, a rate on which the 
loss will be heavy. The Lothian, of 
course, was not able to get much ofa 
cargo, but turned round and made a bid 
for passengers and before the other lines 
were aware of what had happened se- 
cured 600 Chinese as passengers at $15 a 
head; the other lines then offered to 
take Chinese for $2 but the fares had 
been paid and none were obtainable to 
take advantage of the low rate. A mas- 
ter stroke was then made by the new 
line and the Lothian departed for Port- 
land where she will get a full cargo, 
largely flour, at $3 per ton. 

The next steamer of the new line, the 
Atholl, will arrive here this month but 
will make little attempt to get cargo; 
instead she will sail for Puget sound 
where 2,500 tons of wheat and 1,000 tons 
of flour await her for shipment to the 
Orient. Meanwhile until the arrival of 
the Atholl the old rates will again be 
charged on all Pacific Mail steamers. 


NOTES 


Leo V. Starr and F.W. Dulfer, Jr. of 
this city have established a partnership 
in the grain and stock brokerage busi- 
nesss both local and eastern. 

A. Carpentier, with the grain firm of 
G. W. McNear, and John Lawson, with 
Balfour, Guthrie & Co., have returned 
from business trips to Europe. 

Stocks of grain in the nearby ware- 
houses Dec. 1 and Nov. 1 were: 






Tons— Dec.1l. Nov. 1. 
ps Rae Eee 49,931 47,786 
a oak aoe a arora asta into ore 58,861 64,365 
WY gesd ehinake hears aeesenpees 4,705 6,382 
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The export flour trade of the Pacific 
coast with Japan has shown an enor- 
mous increase this year. During the 
nine months ended with September, 
shipments have amounted to more than 
800,000 bbls, compared with 308,000 in 
1902 and 243,000 in 1901. 

The grain freight market has now 
reached a point where further decline 
seems impossible. The last figures for 
cargoes to Europe were at lls 3d per ton 
and there are no vessels in port which 
will accept a lower rate. About 18 ves- 
sels have gone away in bailast and sev- 
eral more are to follow; as a result 
there are left in port only 50 disengaged 
ships, against 70 a month ago. Of the 
15 vessels in port chartered to load, only 
four are loading and the grain fleet for 
December will probably not amount to 
more than seven or eight vessels. 


The outward movement of grain from 
San Francisco is steadily decreasing. 
During November but nine vessels de- 
parted with cargoes of wheat and bar- 
ley, as compared with 22 during Octo- 
ber. Wheat exports for the month 
amounted to but 60,500 ‘centals, against 
152,775 in October, and barley exports 
were 444,220 centals, against 1,154,820 in 
October. During the first five months 
of the season wheat exports have been 
383,670 centals, against 2,529,950 during 
the same period of 1902; barley exports 
have been 2,790,250 centals, against 
2,577,990 in 1902. 

The export flour business of the port 
is slow andis rapidly falling behind 
that of last year owing to the high prices 
caused by the scarcity of wheat. Dur- 
ing November 61,226 bbls were shipped, 
compared with 112,020 in October and 
90,785 in November, 1902, while for the 
season the exports have been 466,915 
bbls, a falling off from last season’s 
movement of more than 38,000 bbls. 
While there is not much demand for 
wheat, stocks are light and there is not 
much possibility of a decline in prices 
for some time, so the price of flour will 
probably remain at its present high 
level until well along in the season. 

The wheat and barley markets are at 
present largely influenced by the 
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amount of grain left in the state and 
dealers are holding off in expectation 
of the official report which will be is- 
sued in a few days. The following isa 
general estimate of the position of wheat 
and flour in tons: 

Wy OO Bak seis Fe Weta KC eaet ewes 
Carry over.. sce 

Imports east... 
Imports north........... 









Ri Bo!) Lo SCS EM A Bee ere ee 





BESMOLEE, CO POMIIG, 6.656 o sea cc cdoes voc 95,000 
Consumption, 6 months................ 180,000 

IGM NO oa 5 svcd oe Ccecieeeacos se eona’ 275,000 
RS Fear eet 349,000 


WILLIAM H. Houston. 
San Francisco, Cal., Dec. 3. 


Buffalo 


Special Correspondence 


Local millers say there is little change 
in the demand for flour. All points, 
with possibly some sections of New 
York state and New York City are tak- 
ing fairly liberal quantities and the ad- 
vance does not seem to check trade. 
One miller expressed the opinion that 
buyers were evidently placing some 
confidence in the advice given by the 
man who does the work and has to stand 
most of the worry. One mill, which has 
had a shut down on account of a break, 
has started up and the management is 
confident of catching up in a week or 
two. The others have been going full 
blast. 

Northwestern agents report a liberal 
supply of flour, and consequently are 
doing more business. It is also claimed 
that present prices are not likely to af- 
fect trade in their finest brands. Winter 
wheat flours are scarce and strong. It 
is only a matter of a day or two when 
prices must be advanced sharply. 

Feeds show some improvement in de- 
mand and the market is stronger, es- 
pecially for soft winter, which are de- 
cidedly scarce. Nobody has feed to 
spare and it is estimated that there are 
not ten carloads available here when 100 
cars are considered only a fair supply 
usually at this season of the year. Lo- 
cal millers are sold out clean and some, 
considerably ahead. With dealers here 
not buying futures to any extent, the 
general opinion is that it would not 
take much of a demand to send prices 
up a dollar or two, particularly on win- 
ter feeds. Gluten feed is strong. Homi- 
ny is higher and is in better demand. 
Cottonseed is firm with light offerings. 





NOTES 


B. F. Morgan of Albany, W. E. Port 
of Denver, F. R. Warwick of Denver 
and M. Whalen of Middleport, N. Y., 
were on ’change last week. 


The receipts by lake were again heavy 
last week, a total of 5,100,000 bus of 
grain and 1,607,000 of flaxseed. The re- 
ceipts of flaxseed for this season of the 
year were never oxceeded. 


Stocks of all kinds of grain in store 
loading are about 12,000,000 bus. Ves- 
sels are getting better dispatch, as cars 
are more plenty, but it will take weeks 
to clean up the stuff here urgently 
needed at eastern points. 


A large fleet will winter here, if not 
the largest in the history of the port. 
There are only two million bushels of 
grain afloat now but many additions 
will be made before the actual closing 
of the season. Of flaxseed there are 
nearly 1,000,000 bus, which will be held 
in vessels during the winter. 

The annual dinner of the Buffal 
Chamber of Commerce will be held Dec. 
19 at the Ellicott Club. Last year this 
occasion proved so much of a success 
that the parlors of the Iroquois hotel 
were too crowded. President Dodge has 
issued invitations,among them one to 
President Roosevelt and one to Govern- 
or Odell. 


There is still some price cutting going 
on in Buffalo, which would indicate that 
the local millers have not yet entirely 
settled their differences. One side is 
willing, but the other would like to see 
a little more evidence of good faith be- 
fore completing the compact. The sit- 
uation, however, is not as serious as it 
was, and there is every prospect of an 
amicable arrangement being arrived at. 
next week. 


The Erie canal wound up business 
Dec, 28, and shippers are now sorry the 
close was not decided on sooner, as 150 
canal boats, bound for tide water, are 
frozen in with no hope of release until 
the opening next season. The total 
amount of grain shipped was 17,490,120 
bus, against 16,182,660 last year and 18,- 
028,660 in 1901. Flaxseed, 1,056,930 bus, 
against 653,770 last year and 977,030 in 
1901. Rates were 4c on wheat this sea- 
son to‘New York; last year, 3%<c, and in 


1901, 3%e. 
E. BANGASSER. 
Buffalo N. Y. Dec. 7. 





1278 


Foreign Department 


BRANCH OFFICE OF 
THE NORTHWESTERN MILLER 
KINGSLAND SMITH, Manager 
5 Catherine Court, E. C., 


LONDON, ENG. 
Cable and Telegraphic Address, “‘Millefiori,”’ 
London 











Advertisers desiring special information 
concerning markets or connections in 
America or elsewhere, are invited to cor- 
. respond direct with the Foreign Depart- 
ment. 





Contents of this publication are protect- 
ed by copyright. Republication permitted 
rn credit is given the Northwestern 

er. 








LONDON, NOVEMBER 25, 1908 











There has been more. seasonable 
weather here, though even now the tem- 
perature is not cold, as we used to un- 
derstand that word in thiscountry years 
ago. But the freshness in the air has 
availed to put some life into the bread 
trade, and the retail sale of flour has 
certainly improved. This’ state of 
things is more or less reflected at Mark 
Lane, though here other elements have 
combined to somewhat depress the mar- 
ket. 

Last week there were heavier arrivals 
of wheat; about 50,000 qrs of Russian 
wheat are said to have entered this port 
within little more than five days. This 
is very nearly, if not quite, a record ar- 
rival of south Russian wheat. A good 
deal, though not all, of this wheat from 
the Black sea, is poor stuff, and it is 
said that most of it has gone into gran- 
.ary. It looks as if the next stock tak- 
ing, whichis due in about a month, 
will find our stocks of wheat consider- 
ably increased from the 100,000 qrs 
which were returned last October. On 
the other hand stocks of flour are by no 
means out of the way. 

The effect of these large supplies of 
indifferent wheat, a certain proportion, 
be it noted, of our American receipts 
were not up to the mark, has raturally 
been to depress values, though it must 
be admitted that the holders of sound 
Russians and Americans stick out for 
good prices, which is not to be won- 
dered at, seeing how little margin there 
is just now between the wheat that is 
worth a miller’s attention and wheat 
which is really not fit for milling with- 
out blending or conditioning. 


FLOUR IS NO CHEAPER 


Flour is no cheaper than last week, 
except occasionally when resellers have 
found themselves loaded with more 
flour than they could conveniently dis- 
pose of. Some importers say that the 
premium, as they call it, on top spring 
wheat patents ready for immediate de- 
livery or in a close position, has been 
crumbling away, and they account for 
it by the assumption that such flour is 
less scarce. 

But it is difficult to see the force of 
this argument because at the docks 

_ American flour seems to be as scarce as 
ever. Some are inclined to think that 
it is rather demand which has fallen off 
in this case and not supply that has in- 
creased. It is only natural that buyers 
of top spring wheat patents should be 
more scarce than in the days when flour 
of this description was but little dearer 
than London households. 

SPOT FLOUR FIRM IN PRICE 

On Monday last there was some dis- 
position among importers to concede 
threepence to get on with sales of top 
spring wheat patents; but today, there 
is a firm feeling in all quarters. No im- 
porter seemed willing to sell spot or 
near flour of this kind at less than 27s 
ex-store. When we come to forward 
prices, there is uo doubt a certain 
amount of irregularity, which is not 
surprising if it be true that quite recent- 
ly Minneapolis c.i.f. prices dipped six- 
pence, and in some cases ninepence 
from the high level. 

Some flour was undoubtedly bought 
on rather easier terms than have lately 
been obtainable, and itis this stuff no 
doubt, which is being offered for for- 
ward delivery at a comparatively low 
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price; but, generally speaking, no first- 
class Minneapolis or Duluth patents are 
to be had even for January-February de- 
livery under 26s 6d ex-store, though 
some buyers have undoubtedly got in 
for threepence below that level. There 
is a marked difference between the 
price asked for early December and late 
December delivery, amounting to quite 
threepence in favor of the first part of 
the month. 


LITTLE DEMAND FOR CLEARS 


Clears are not in such demand as was 
the case six weeks or so ago, which is 
rather surprising, because the customers 
for these flours are mostly country mill- 
ers, who: use them to strenghen their 
own flour, and if such strengthening 
were ever needed, itis the case today. 
About 2ls ex-ship is the value of ordi- 
nary Minnesota firsts, but in some cases 
sellers have accepted threepence less. 


KANSAS FLOUR EASIER 


Kansas flour seems somewhat easier, 
though in dealing with this flour, which 
varies a good deal according to the re- 
gion and the mill, it is well to know the 
exact brand before considering the 
price, but from all one can hear, it looks 
as if importers would soon be able to 
offer good patents milled from hard 
winter wheat at quite reasonable prices, 
say at 24s@24s 3d ex-store. This does 
not include fancy marks, but means 
sound ‘'good”’ patents. Today, the spot 
value of such marks is about 24s 6d@25s. 


LONDON MADE FLOUR UNCHANGED 


There is no change in the price of 
London-milled fiour, and it rather looks 
as if the downward tendency of last 
week had been checked. Probably the 
better demand from _ bakers has puta 
certain amount of backbone into mill- 
ers’ salesmen. The absence of compe- 
tition from American flour is also great- 
ly in the London miller’s favor. When 
American flour of high class was being 
offered in this city at the ridiculously 
low prices of two years back and less 
than that, millers in this city were nat- 
urally crowded. 


MILLERS TO DISCUSS FISCAL POLICY 


It is announced that the coming gen- 
eral meeting of the National Associa- 
tion of British and Irish Millers, which 
is due in a week or f-vo, opinions will 
be invited on the value of the proposed 
changes in fiscal policy. A lively de- 
bate may be expected because millers 
in this country are very divided as to 
the value of Mr. Chamberlain’s propos- 
als, from the point of view of their im- 
mediate interests. Port millers are in- 
deed mostly, though not altogether, in 
favor of protection, but the inland mill- 
ers look at the matter from a different 
point of view. 

It must be remembered that in the 
south of England there are a certain 
number of well-equipped country mills 
which work largely for the London 
market. The flour of these mills made 
chiefiy from English wheat if of sweet 
flavor but of little use to a baker unless 
blended with strong flour, such as we 
get from Minneapolis or Duluth. 

The trade of these mills has already 
suffered from the scarcity and dearness 
of American flour, and to such mills as 
these the exclusion of foreign flour 
would be disastrous. Again, many 
country millers would derive no benefit 
at all from the Chamberlain scheme, 
because 2s a qr on foreign wheat is not 
sufficient to provide enough home 
grown wheat to keep small country 
mills running at all times and seasons. 
‘To do that there should be a duty of at 
least 5s per qr and perhaps more. 

But then itis impossible to pretend 
that a duty scale would increase the 
price of bread. Hence the watchword 
today of the fiscal reformers is 2s a qr 
and no more, 

Another consideration which has 
great weight with British millers is 
this: Is this change going to make 
offals cheaper or not? Hitherto British 
millers have been content with a rather 
short yield of flour because they gener- 
ally get big prices for millfeed, and 
they argue that if the exclusion of for- 
eign flour and the importation of a cor- 
responding amount of foreign wheat is 
to knock down the price of offals, they 
may find themselves worse off than 
today. 

Another point which is agitating mill- 
ers in this country very much is the 
question whether Mr. Chamberlain pro- 
poses to let in Canadian fiour duty free, 
because in that case millers shrewdly 


opine they would only be shifting their . 


most formidable competitors from the 
American to the Canadian side of the 
border. 
GOOD ENGLISH WHEAT SCARCE 

English wheat seems as difficult to 
get in good milling condition as ever, 
and English country fiour, if worth buy- 
ing, is still high priced. About 23s ex- 
rail in London is asked for a good 
straight grade of flour miiled largel 
from English wheat. A little Frenc 


flour is on sale and is about threepence 
to occasionally sixpence below the level 
of a month ago. 

Hungarian flour is a slow, dragging 
trade, and it seems difficult to get more 
than 28s 9d@28s 6d for even leading 
Budapest marks. 


ENTRIES OF FOREIGN FLOUR INTO LONDON 

The following table shows entries of 
foreign flour into London during the 
last two weeks, with the respective 
countries of origin: 


Nov. 20. Nov. 18. 
United States (Atlantic p’ts).*17,870 *35,650 
ME 5350650 5005040009' cain ced ee 
as sksies beh eet ecwsenee ey 4.365 28,799 
Ss 65s st ihecewanesesneksehec 8,578 878 
ME cccinaGecuevddcans pss eons 1 1,857 
UMENES ot obcdviscacsschsccstt os 1€0 
WENGE oees od cadet ecechorceb eve (ED | Odean 
EOIN 4.s todas vino ace ss civ p sachin eaee 148 


Average weekly London receipts for 
four weeks ended: 


Nov. 20. Oct. 23. Sept. 25. 
Foreign wheat....... *95,474 86,673 68,912 
British wheat.......- t 1,871 ‘1,287 
Foreign flour........ 347,698 64,753 62,707 
Foreign and British 


ee Sdescacdes 168,434 87,094 81,887 
— (480 lbs) tQrs. (504 Ibs.) [Sacks (280 
8. 


MONEY MARKET, NOV. 24 


Money is in active demand and loans 
for over the turn of the month are par- 
ticularly in request. Supplies are am- 
ple for all requirements so that the mar- 
ket has had no occasion to borrow from 
the Bank of England, and indeed paid 
back yesterday a smail amount that ma- 
tured. Rates are higher than a week ago 
aod day-to-day loans are quoted at 34%@ 
4 while advances to the Stock Exchange 
are made at as high as 44@4% per cent. 
In the discount market a fairly good 
business was done in bills today at 
about unchanged rates, compared with 
those quoted a week ago. 

In the bullion market gold has fallen 
to 77s 1ld an ounce and is at present in 
rather short supply. There is still some 
demand from America for gold but it is 
not so active as it has been. Some bul- 
lion movements are reported by the 
Bank of England, £10,000 having been 
withdrawn today for shipment to South 
America, making the total withdrawals 
for the week amount to £285,000. 

Great excitement was caused at the 
Bank of England today by a man, who 
is thought to be insane, firing three 
shots at the secretary of the Bank, Ken- 
neth Grahame. ‘The man had been 
shown into a private room at the Bank 
and as the secretary entered to interview 
him, he was greeted by three rapid re- 
ports of a revolver, but happily the 
shots failed to take effect. The man was 
captured with some difficulty and was 
taken by the police to the infirmary, as 
he seems to have injured himself. 

Quotations: 






Today. Last week. 

Bank of England......... 4. 
Consols for money.. . 8834 88% 
Consols for account..... 88 13-16 8834 
Bankers’ deposit rate.... 2% 2% 
Discount houses’ deposit 

rate—Call.............00- 2% 2% 

PRG ccacecccasenacccee 2% 2% 
Discount rates— 

Celt TOMS, . o<-cccccccess 8%@4 24@8% 

Short time loans....... 8%4@8% 8 

Bank bills, 2 months... 4@4 1-16 4@4% 

Bank bills, 8 months... 3 15-16@4 4 


Bank bills,4 months . 8 15-l6@4 8 15-16@4 
Bank bills, 6 months... 374@8 15-16 8 15-16@4 
by OE Oa eee 44@4% 44@4% 
Argentine gold premium 127.27% 127.2744 
NOTES 
I. Tas Ezn of Amsterdam was in Lon- 
don for a few days this week. 


Another visitor to the old town was 
H. J. Karjalainen of Helsingfors, Fin- 
land. Mr. Karjalainen has_ recently 
started in business for himself as an 
agent and importer of produce, fiour, 
etc., and the chief objectof his trip over 
here was to form some suitable connec- 
tions with British firms. 


James H. Knowles, flour salesman 
and exporter of Boston, and A. Fred 
Brown of the A. Fred Brown Commis- 
sion Co., also of Boston, arrived on this 
side last Saturday, Nov. 21, and called 
at this office early in the week. ‘Their 
trip is to combine business and pleasure 
and with this purpose in view they spent 
a few days in London looking up their 
business friends and doing some pleas- 
ure seeking as well. They have now 
left for the Continent with the intention 
of visiting Paris, Strassburg, Hamburg 
and other cities. After they have com- 
pleted their trip they will return to Lon- 
don for a few.days and expect to sail for 
home about the middle of December. 

The National Association of British 
& Irish Millers announces that a gener- 
al meeting of the association will be 
hela here in London on Wednesday, 
Dec. 9. The agenda includes the follow- 
ing propositions: 1. To consider the 
probable effect of the proposed altera- 
tion in the fiscal policy of the United 
Kingdom upon the milling industry. 
2. Tro consider a motion by Joseph 
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Rank, ‘tThat the members of this asso. 
ciation determine that in future they 
will cease to buy America wheats on 
certificate, and will buy on standard to 
be made up in this country, as in the 
case of Indian wheats, or on standard 
made up in America in the same way 
that Californian is made up in that 
country, or on sample,’’ 





GLASGOW, NOV. 28 


The market has been quiet for wheat 
in Glasgow and that despite better 
American advices. The millers were 
not disposed to buy. Flour was also 
quiet but prices were well maintained, 
Mixed American corn was scarce on spot 
and held for 1%d advance, the quotaticn 
being 11s 9d per 280 lbs. Round was in 
buyers’ favor at lJs. The betterclass of 
home oats were against buyers but in- 
ferior kinds were dull. Feeding bears 
and home barley were steady but quict. 
Oatmeal, which hitherto has been firn,, 
was the turn easier. Scotch old and new 
were quoted from 28s to 31s; Irish old 
and new, 26s to 30s and Canadian 24s (d 
to 25s 6d, all per 280 lbs. 

The Midlothian and Edinburg Oat- 
meal Millers’ associations quoted be-t 
oatmeal at 36s per sack of 280 lbs. Thit 
was a reduction of a shilling. The 
Edinburg oatmeal millers quoted e»- 
tra quality at 2s more. The question 
might naturally be put, why is theie 
such a difference between the Glasgow 
quotations and the Edinburg? he 
answer is: The Edinburg and Miv- 
lothian millers sell direct to the grocers 
and provision dealers. They sell thei 
a couple of bags or as much as they lik’. 
There is no middleman to get a proi't 
off the meal. 

The following were the approximaie 
importations at Glasgow during the 
week, of the foreign traffics named, wii 
the totals for the year and the same ir- 
formation for last year: 





Last week. 1908. 190: 
Wheat, ars..... 25,470 454,630 646,550 
Barley, ars..... 16,620 212,710 194,820 
Maize, ars...... 32,930 693,500 496,72) 
OaEs, GFS....<<00 12,600 169.690 130,500 
Flour, sacks... 18, 1,558,400 1,444,690) 
Oatmeal. sacks 800 54,990 84,800 


TRADE NOTES 


Bran in Glasgow is a shadeeasier; *£: 
1s 3d per ton is the quotation. 


Glasgow granaries will soon have i 
full garner of cornin all its varieties, 
the imports of wheat, maize and barley 
during the last two months havin 
bulked large, and there is a prospect of 
this continuing both by regular liners 
and occasional tramps. 


Two companies in Leith are erecting 
large storage silos to hold about 150,00) 
qrs of grain, and discharging appliance 
for the rapid unloading by mechanica! 
means of grain steamers. The Leit! 
Dock Commission also contemplates 
putting in a discharging plant, so there 
is little fear of Leith losing the position 
which she holds as the premier grain 
importing port in Scotland. 

The Glasgow Master Bakers’ Associi- 
tion has decided to discontinue the 
practice of giving donations of breai, 
pastry, etc., to bazaars and sales of 
work. Fully two dozen of the wholesa!¢ 
bakers have signed a resolution pled¢z- 
ing themselves against the granting «f 
such donations either ‘tin goods or i" 
money”’ while the other members of the 
trade have been invited to join the 
movement. Some time ago the wholc- 
sale biscuit bakers of Glasgow adopte:: 
a similar course, and accordingly it wa- 
felt that some system of protection wa 
necessary if the trade were not to b 
come philanthropists at the expense! 
their credit. 


LIVERPOOL, NOV. 24 


Wheat, though appreciating in vali 
in sympathy with American market 
has not developed any special activit . 
Options close easier but still 1%<d dear 
for December and %d per 100 bbis up f 
March on the week. 

Flour buyers as arule have not be: } 
roused by the improvement in the st 
ple article to assume a more aggressi 
attitude. Trading continues disappoi' - 
ing, confined, except in isolated }'- 
stances, to the merest wants of the m - 
ment. Operators have become so ha - 
ituated to this conservative method ! 
conducting their business that slig ' 
fluctuations in the price of wheat exc: ° 
no alarm as to the future and so fails ° 
divert them from pesos the ev’ 
tenor of the way of their adoption. 

Sellers are still unable to offer any 
ducement in price to quicken trade 
they can not replace for shipment fr" 
any quarter, even on a parity with s) 
values. 

Quotations remain firm and 
changed for all classes of fine fore! 
flours. Home millers are far from s ! 
isfied with the volume of new busin: § 
which is barely sufficient with deliv '- 
ies on old contracts to enable them ‘v 
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avoid accumulating stock; still in view 
of the advances in wheat they are also 
obliged to maintain late prices. 

¥or shipment, American millers offer 
no encouragement to importers to em- 
bark on fresh ventures. Winters are un- 
changed in price and have sold in onl 
limited quantities, but there were indi- 
cations that much larger lines might 
have changed hands at a reduction of 
sixpence per 280 lbs. Springs are actu- 
ally sixpence per 280 lbs dearer, which 
places them on a pedestal beyond the 
reach of practicable business. 

Low grades on spot and to arrive are 
wéll within the compass of trade re- 
quirements and the little on resale com- 
mands late figures from quay from 
n ee buyers. The supply is mainly 
Continental which being still obtaina- 
bie for shipment at about spot values 
finds occasional buyers. American is 
the turn dearer for shipment and this 
checks the demand which resulted in 
some business before the rise. Hun- 
garian flour arriving is mostly against 
pirchases made some time since by 
nsumers and is consequently not a 

ee sale on spot and neglected for ship- 
nent, though obtainable at about spot 
ilues. 

French flour is not freely offered for 
nipment, and being held above the cur- 
nt local price of arrived has no 
iends, though spesreney. good value 
comparison with American soft win- 
rs. 
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HOLLAND, NOV. 28 


Che flour business has not given much 
;.tisfaction the last week, as it con- 
nues rather quiet with prices in favor 

buyers. Some millers offer at un- 
\anged prices and are doing nothing, 
it others, mostly exporters, have low- 
ed their limits considerably and sales 

first clear were effected at as low as 
sfl c.i.f. The home millers have not 
cllowed suit this time but are holding 
ither more firmly, their quotation be- 
ng 10%¢fl per 100 kilos, home delivered. 
Patents are a slow trade though prices 

this grade, as well as of choice low 
rade, have come down somewhat. 
rade in feedingstuffs seems to have 
vened up a little. 
American millers quoted spring wheat 
first patent at 124%fl; spring wheat sec- 
ond patent at 124fi; spring wheat choice 
jow grade at 9%4@10%4fl; and spring 
wheat choice low grade at 74@7%fl. 

a 

I had the pleasure of mosting Col, 
Asher Miner, of the Miner-Hillard Mill- 
ing Co., Wilkes Barre, Pa., who, on his 
Furopean trip, paid a visit to Holland 
in company with his friend, Charles P. 
Hiunt. As Colonel Miner has recently 
enlarged his mill, doubling its capacity, 
the export business in future will de- 
mand his attention as well as the home 
trade. The main object of his trip is to 
appoint reliable agents to look after his 
interests on the Continent. When in 
England, while travelling in an auto- 
car, Mr. Miner met with an accident. 
The autocar in which Mr. Miner and his 
friend were riding was smashed up and 
both had a narrow escape from being 
killed on the spot. Fortunately Mr. 
Miner was only slightly hurt, having 
one of his ribs broken. The accident 
did not interfere very much with Mr. 
Miner’s appointments, for after a couple 
)t days he could proceed on his journey. 
I chanced also to be one of the guests 
ivited to a dinner party at which Mr. 
iper and his friend, Mr. Hunt, were 
‘esent. Both gentlemen proved to have 
1 eye for art as well as business, and 
ok a great deal of interest in our ar- 
stic little country, which made them 
1 the more sympathetic. On Friday 
orning our visitors left for Hamburg 
1d besides a visit to Germany and 
ustria, they intend to go to Denmark 
fore returning home. 
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FROM THE TRADE 


Walkers, Winser & Hamm, London, 
ov. 25: Trade is very quiet on the spot 
about unchanged prices. Forward 
isiness is in abeyance as buyers are 
t inclined to pay the increased prices 
ked by American mills. 
Kruger, Darsie & Co., Liverpool, Nov. 
During the week, following the ad- 
incing tendency of the American mar- 
‘ts, there has been a gradual recovery 
values, and wheat prices are about 
.d a cental dearer for December deliv- 
y and a penny a cental dearer for 
arch anttves Spot wheats also area 
nny acental up for American sorts, 
ough Indian are about unchanged in 
ice, as the supply of the latter is very 
entiful. While wheat values are thus 
owing a somewhat improving tend- 
cy, we regret to say that we can not 
port any improvement whatever in 
e flour trade. The demand is very in- 
fferent indeed, supplies are ample, 
d sellers to avoid storage expenses 
suld gladly make further concessions; 
id buyers are at the present moment 
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entirely holding out of the market, and 
can not be induced to come in even by 
price reductions. Under these ‘unfa- 
vorable circumstances c.i.f. business 
with America is entirely in abeyance, 
more especially as most American mill- 
ers, in view of somewhat higher wheat 
prices, have raised their flour prices by 
about sixpence a sack. 
FP R. Hunter Craig & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, 
Nov. 24: A slow trade has been passing 
the last week. ‘the imports of flour 
amounted to 16,746 sacks. 
» John Jackson & Co., Glasgow, Nov. 
24: We havetoreport a quiet market 
this week, the accumulation of fiour 
upon the spot having a depressing effect 
upon buyers’ ideas, while invisible 
stocks are heavy. Prices are quotably 
unaltered. 

KINGSLAND SMITH. 





Directors’ Report of the Pillsbury-Wash- 
burn Flour Mills Co., Ltd. 


The annual meeting of the Pillsbury- 
Washburn Flour Mills Co., Ltd., was 
held in London Dec. 4, to receive the 
report of the directors, to elect auditors, 
and for general business. The report by 
the directors and the accounts to Aug. 
31, 1903, are as follows: 

THE PILLSBURY-WASHBURN FLOUR 
MILLS CO., LTD. 
(MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., U. 8. A.) 

Incorporated under the Companies 
Acts, 1862-1889. 

Trustees for the debenture holders. 
The Trustees’, Executors’ & Securities 
Insurance Corporation, Ltd. 

DIRECTORS 

Richard H. Glyn, chairman; J. Flower 
Jackson, J. P.; Frank Spencer, manag- 
ing director. Committee cf manage- 
ment in America: W. D. Washburn, 
Henry L, Little, C. M. Amsden, W. de 
la Barre, Alfred F. Pillsbury. 

Secretary: H. K. Davis. 

Offices: 20, Broad Street 

London, E.C. 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS AND ACCOUNTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING AUG. 31, 1903 


To be presented to the shareholders 
at the fourteenth annual general meet- 
ing, to be held at Winchester House, Old 
Broad Street, London, E. C., Friday, 
Dec. 4, at 2:30 o’clock. 

The directors submit herewith the ac- 
counts of the company for the year to 
Aug. 31 last: 


Avenue, 


£sd 
The net profits for the year 
BIRO WIO GG aoc scackindemensseenss 104,785 15 1 
Add: amount brought forward 
SYOI TOOG PORE as os ivoceei sce vese 405 8 2 


105.191 3 8 


After paying the interest on gies. 3 
debentures there remains a 
STE EA PS etn mn 55,271 8 8 








—which the directors propose 
to deal with in the following 


manner— 
Interest and sinking fund on 
preference income  certifi- 
GUE a caetcacthevebsacsaeasecense 14,000 0 0 


One year’s dividend onthe 8 per 
cent cumulative preference 


ORE er aor 40,020 0 0 

To carry forward to next ac- 
GON aches wcncsasecake wharcs con 1,271 8 3 
£55,271 8 8 





As usual, the property has been kept 
in the highest state of efficiency at the 
cost of revenue, and the stocks of wheat 
and flour were valued at the market 
price, but not exceeding cost, on the 
date of closing the accounts. 

The year under review has been a very 
difficult one for the Minneapolis millers, 
owing to the very high price of cash 
wheat, as compared with futures, the 
decline in the price of millfeed, and the 
discrimination in freight rates in favor 
of wheat as against flour. Cash wheat 
in Minneapolis has been relatively high- 
er than in other sections of the United 
States, with the result that we have 
made less money on the flour sold than 
we otherwise should have done. The 
company’s flour never stood higher in 
the estimation of the public than it does 
at the present time, and our business at 
all points is reported to be in a most 
satisfactory condition, 

During the year Sir William B. Fro- 
wood and Charles T. Fox retired from 
the board. Frank Spencer, who has 
acted as secretary to the company since 
its formation, was elected to the vacan- 
cy caused by Mr. Fox’s resignation, and 
has been appointed managing director 
of the company. 

In accordance with the articles of as- 
sociation, J. Flower Jackson retires b 
rotation from his seat at the board, and, 
being eligible, offers himself for re-elec- 
tion. 

The auditors, Messrs. Deloitte, Dever, 
Griffiths & Co., retire in accordance with 
the articles of association, but offer 
themselves for re-election. 

By order of the board, 
RicHARD H,. GLyn, 
Nov. 20, 1903. Chairman. 
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PILLSBURY-WASHBURN FLOUR MILLS COMPANY, LIMITED. 
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT, 12 MONTHS TO AUGUST 381, 1903. 
T 4 . £ sd 2. @ a 
o expenditure on repairs an 7. 
renewals of buildings, plant, gg pn et ig dng Sore. 
machinery, etc .............. 30,151 16 8 by the company, after deduct- 
To fees of local committee...... 1,599 18 8 > 
To bal d 108510 8 0 ing all working and general 
‘o balance down.................. 3 § expenses, gna interests, dis- 
: counts and exchange at Min- 
£140,261 18 4 neapolis, and reserving for 
To expenses rae accel . ‘ie GOUDEIOF GED: «oo cc cise ccs ccase Z 140,261 18 4 
irectors’ remuneration....... 1, 13 4 
aot ai rer pee areststr-rs2 rs pod 7 0 £140,261 18 4 
ent, firing, gas, etc ............ 4317 0 > ee eee 
Printing and stationery........ 9% 25 SRP RUMMENOG sais occ vin ve Sou So delete 108,510 8 0 
Postage, telegrams, cable By transfer fees................... 812 0 
PUNE OB 355s. . scc oo tos.2 18 0 8 SOY MAME OBE Ss S56 5i5005 hae cosa eee 189 14 10 
RAW DION isis yoo Sc cwisersnscdees 33 6 6 
Office expenses.................. 104 11 11 
SI os ow 05855 cbc vendevcues 56 5 0 
Remuneration of trustees for 
debenture holders............ 800 0 0 
Auditors’ fees, 1902.............. 7815 0 
£3,448 1 5 
Or GROMNIN Gs his wens ci sesscspecacs 474 13 4 | 
TO PRIBNCE GOWN... . «5: 052.2000; 104,785 15 1 | 
£108,708 9 10 | 
To interest on debentures for _ 
a | ree eee 49,920 0 0 | 
To eee gpg meee nse Hg ae 
preference income  certifi- Pa Teas 
cates for 12 months to date..... 14,000 0 0 | oa a 
To dividend on_ preference = ee 
shares for 12 months to date... 40,000 0 0 See MNIIG scans coke ceveceehenees 104,785 15 1 
To balance carried to balance By balance from last account... 405 8 2 
SE eens waca eta ceracatnseeewanb ee 1,271 38 8 
£105,191 3 8 £105,191 8 38 
BALANCE SHEET, AUGUST 81, 1908 
eo @ ££ wd S @ 4 
To capital account— By flour mills, ele- 
i 8 per cent cumulative vators, water pow- 
preference shares of £10 ers and other prop- 
each, fully paid.......... §00,000 0 0 erties purchased, 


50,000 ordinary shares of £10 | 
each, fully paid.......... 500,000 0 0 


100,000 authorized and issued. .1,000,000 0 0 





To 6 per cent first mortgage de- 
bentures of £100 each me 
To bills payable......... $ 
IDs as vines seewaassosce cass 
To unclaimed interest on de- 
bentures, shares and prefer- 
ence income certificates....... 148 
To debenture interest accrued 
to date but not due.............. 
To preference income certifi- 
cates—interest accrued to date 
Co er 6,476 8 0 
To preference shareholders, for 
one year’s dividend to date on 
the 8 per cent cumulative pref- 
erence shares..............+++5-: 40,000 0 0 
To general reserve fund, per last 
SOCOUNE,....-sc000 3 18 6 
To sinking fund fo 
preference income 
certificates— 
Amount for year 
ee 7,523 12 0 
Add— Under in- 
vested per last 
account,.........0 8,678 9 10 


16,102 1 10 
Deduct—£8,120 nom- 
inal, purchased 
during year,includ- 
ing brokerage, etc, 8.033 16 6 











8,068 5 4 
To profit and loss account—Bal- 
ance carried forward to next 


CID ci p65 a0ees Codscexnenpnatns 1,271 3 3 


£2,568,301 11 10 








MEMO.—The Minneapolis accounts are 
converted as in previous years, atthe ex- 
change of $4.85 to the £. 





including good 
will, as per last ac- 
or 1,626,187 11 4 
Add—Netadditions 
to property during 
GD VOU on ceccecueces 8,274, 7 








4 
1,634,411 18 8 
By horses, wagons and harness.. 612 9 0 
By London office furniture and ws 

5 4 


© 


flour, barrels, 
sacks, utensils and 
sundry stores...... 
Flour in hands o 
agents and on con- 
SIMNMONE.....-2c00% 811,984 5 38 


374,718 6 10 





—_—— 686,652 12 1 
By bills receivable and other 

oY SPS ror ere 10,525 19 9 
By debtors (after providing for 

bad and doubtful debts)....... 115,029 18 6 
By payments in advance on ac- 

count of next year’s business. 4,913 0 1 
By Cash— Minneapolis, London, 

and in hands of agents......... 115,861 9 0 


£2,568,801 11 10 





0 
in 





NoTE.—Preference income certificates 
amounting to £140,000 were issued, repre- 
senting 8% years’ arrears of dividend to 
Feb. 28, 1895, on the 8 per cent cumulative 
preference shares, as authorized by the 
company in general meeting, of which £47,- 
yd have been redeemed out of profits to 

ate. 








In accordance with the provisions of the Companies Act, 1900, we certify that all our 
requirements as auditors have been complied with. We report that we have audited the 
foregoing accounts and balance sheet with the books and vouchers in London and Minne- 
apolis, and that in our opinion such balance sheet is properly drawn up,so as to exhibit a 
true and correct view of the state of the company’s affairs as shown by the books of the 
company. As will be seen,no special reserve exists for depreciation of property by rea- 
son of wear and tear, but the management certifies that the whole of the property is effi- 


ciently maintained at the cost of revenue. 
4 Lothbury, London. E. C. 
November 20, 1908. 


DELOITTE, DEVER, GRIFFITHS & CO., \ Auditors. 


Chartered Accountants. 








> 
THE WORLD’S WHEAT 
By J. W. RUSH, LONDON, ENG. 

There is very little change to note in 
the general condition of the wheat trade. 
Speculation is dormant for the time and 
consumers buy only from hand to mouth 
in the expectation that the large pros- 
pective Argentine supplies may have 
the effect of reducing prices. Notwith- 
standing enormous imports into this 
country, which have exceeded the usual 
requirements during the past three 
weeks by about 650000 qrs, prices re- 
main very steady, the independent ac- 
tion of the American markets, which 
show an improvement of two to three 
cents this week, being sufficient appar- 
ently to outweigh all other considera- 
tions. 

Stocks in our ports are, however, now 
fairly large, and the trade is in a posi- 
tion to wait for developments. 


The period of large shipments to Eu- 
rope is probably now over for a time; 
since Aug. 1 the weekly average ship- 
ments of wheat and flour to Europe has 
been 1,025,000 qrs, of which no less than 
590,000 qrs have been for the United 
Kingdom, against 550,000 qrs a week last 
year, thus leaving 435,000 qrs a week for 
the Continent, as compared with nearly 
700,000 a week in the corresponding 
period last year. 

This falling off in the Continental 
demand is rather striking and and is 
due partly to the absence of France as 
animporter on any important scale, 
partly to the reduced requirements of 

taly, and partly to the fact that in Ger- 
many the uncertainty as to the date of 
the commencement of the increased 
duty hinders fresh purchases. 

During the next two or three months 
there is almost sure to be a falling off 
in the average weekly shipments to 
Europe. Last season as we know, the 

(Continued on page 1287.) 
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A Scotch Miller Writes of Conditions in Edinburg and Leith 


J. Herbert Herdman of John Herd- 
man & Sons, proprietors of the Hay- 
market Mills, Edinburg, has contrib- 
uted the following interesting article on 
the milling industry of Leith and Ed- 
inburg to the Scotsman of Edinburg, 
and it appears inthe columns of that 
journal for Nov. 18. Commenton Mr. 
Herdman’s views touching American 
competition will be found elsewhere in 
this issue of the Northwestern Miller. 
He says: 

Atthe present moment, when the fis- 
cal question is so largely interesting 
everyone throughout the country, the 
manufacture of flour is naturally of 
primary importance to us all, and a few 
words on this ancient industry, as car- 
ried on in Edinburg and Leith, should 
not come amiss. Millers themselves 
hold divided opinions as to the effect a 
tariff on foreign grain and flour would 
have on their trade, so meantime I do 
not propose to say anything on the 
subject. 

The-days are now far away when the 
British miller was a rosy-faced, com- 
fortable-looking person, who spent his 
time smoking a long pipe at the door of 
his mill, a small building picturesque- 
ly situated, and containing such simple 
apparatus that he, easy-minded man, 
never missed his sleep at nights, even 
his motive power being the direct gift 
of heaven. Itcan be readily guessed 
that between that tiine and the present 
lies a page of history interesting alike 
to all those engaged directly or indi- 
rectly in providing the '‘staff of life.’’ 

MILLING FIFTY YEARS AGO 

Until fifty years ago, the mills of 
Edinburg and _ neighborhood were 
owned by the different corporations of 
baxters, and were mostly situated in 
the valley of the Water of Leith. These 
mills were let annually to the millers, 
who, at a fixed sum per quarter, ground 
what wheat the bakers bought and sent 
to the mill, the millers usually buying 
the bran. About that time, owing no 
doubt to keener competition in the 
baking trade, after the repeal of the 
Corn Laws, bakers, having less time to 
attend the wheat markets, held at Dal- 
keith, Haddington, and elsewhere, a 
considerable journey in those days, be- 
gan to find it to their advantage to buy 
the manufactured article, and thus the 
mills passed into the hands of merchant 
millers. Healthy rivalry now sprang 
up among the new owners who spared 
neither time nor money to equip their 
mills with the best machinery then 
known. 

Formerly when bakers bought the 
wheat and hadit ground, millers had 
not the same interest to use the best 
skill and machinery, for if the flour did 
not turn out well the miller naturally 
blamed the wheat, which the baker, 
and not he, had bought. 

PROSPEROUS TIMES 

In the hands of the millers, milling 
in Edinburg and Leith seems to have 
prospered, for some large mills were 
built and equipped with the best stones 
and dressing machinery of the times. 
Dark days, however, were at hand; in 
fact, for a time it looked as if the mill- 
ers would be ‘'wiped out’”’ of existence. 
The wheats they then knew, and were 
able to get—home-grown and foreign 
from the Baltic (Danzig, Rostock, Wis- 
mar, Danish, Konigsberg, and the like) 
—were soft, and the bran tough, but 
were capable of making fairly good 
fiour on the stone system. 

MINNESOTA MILLS BUILT 


After the Civil War in America, how- 
ever, which ended in 1865, the great 
plains of Minnesota were opened up to 
the plow and to wheat. This wheat, 
owing tothe very severe winters, was 
necessarily spring wheat, the berry be- 
ing hard and small. Mills to grind it 
sprang up in Minneapolis, onthe Falls 
ot St. Anthony, a magnificent water 
power adjacent to the wheat fields, but, 
strive as they would, the millers were 
unable to grind successiully this hard 
wheat by means of stones. To get a 
clear, white flour they had to grind 
high, toavoid cutting up the dry, brittle 
bran, but by doing this they made a lot 
of bran, of little or no value there at 
that time, a small percentage of flour, 
and a large quantity of shorts (semolina 
and small particles of bran mixed.) 
These products by sieving or dressing 
could not be separated as they were of 
nearly equal size,and to grind them 
mixed made a fiour so dark asto be 
unsalable. 

American millers even sent to Edin- 
burg to a famous firm of millstone 
builders for stones with which they 
hoped to make more and better flour, 
and less of the comparatively useless 


by-product; but all to no purpose, their 
difficulty being enhanced by the wheat 
of each succeeding harvest becoming 
harder. They found that by hand siev- 
ing, the semolina and bran particles 
could be separated, and the clean sem- 
olina, when ground, made a flour far 
ahead of any other in the market, but 
hand-sieving, owing to the cost, was 
out of -the question in America, al- 
though the Hungarians with their cheap 
labor for a long time practiced it. 
THE PURIFIER INVENTED 

The purifier was then invented, and 
the aim of Minneapolis millers became 
to grind high, in order to make as 
little flour and as much semolina as 
possible at the first grinding, as the 
flour made from the ground, purified 
semolina, and called patent flour, was, 
they found, far superior to that made 
at the first grinding. This led to the 
substitution of chilled iron rolls in 
place of the stones, as the rolls made 
less flour and more semolina in better 
shape for purifying. The effect of this 
was that red Scotch Fyfe wheat—why 
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it must be noted we had not the facili- 
ties we now enjoy for getting the Ameri- 
cans’ own wheat, as well as the wheats 
from the Argentine, Australia, India, 
Russia, and elsewhere (which they do 
not get.) Thus we started two or three 
years late in the race, but by adopting 
only the very best of American methods, 
and going further and bringing out 
many new ideas and machines here, 
we soon caught and passed them. 

Just prior to our starting milling on 
the complete ‘'roller system’? Minne- 
apolis patents were 8s to 10s above Ed- 
inburg whites; now Edinburg whites 
sell above Minneapolis patents. This 
requires no comment. We have now 
the world to draw our wheat supplies 
from and if inone quarter the harvest 
is a failure, we are not forced to use 
poor wheat; we can pick and choose. 


BRITAIN’S TRADE CENTERED AT PORTS 


The large amount of expensive ma- 
chinery required andthe great size of 
the grain-carrying steamers of today 
have centered the milling trade of 
Britain in or about a few of our prin- 
cipal ports, and necessarily closed 
many of our inland country mills and 
mills in the smaller grain ports. The 
superiority of British-milled tour over 
foreign, whether it be Hungarian, 
French or American, is now an ac- 
knowledged fact. 


MR. J. HERBERT HERDMAN OF GLASGOW 


so called by the Americans 1 do not 
know—which in the stone day, owing 
to its hardness, graded ''rejected,”’ after 
the introduction of purifiers and rolls 
graded ‘'No. 1 hard’’ and topped the 
market. 
ADVENT OF MINNEAPOLIS COMPETITION 

Naturally the next move of the Min- 
neapolis millers, with an abundant sup- 
ply of wheat at their mill doors, was to 
put this patent flour on the British 
markets. Scottish bakers, always on 
the lookout for anything to benefit and 
improve their trade, readily bought it, 
and it was at this time,as I have al- 
ready stated, thatit looked asif our 
home-milled tlours, nade as they were 
on the stone system and from compar- 
atively soft wheats, must go to the wall. 

The Americans were jubilant, assert- 
ing that they would sweep every British 
mill out of existence; but the mere ac- 
cident of the American millers being 
forced of necessity tu di-cover sume 
other method of milling their ‘‘hard 
wheat,’”’? and being shown ‘thow to do 
it” by Mr. Gray,a Scotsman, did not 
justify their arrogant attitude, as time 
has shown. 

AMERICAN METHODS STUDIED 

The first thing for us to do was to find 
out what the Americaus were doing, 
and then improve upon it. This we 
soon did. Kut, while we were experi- 
menting and equipping our mills the 
Americans were getting a large share 
of the trade in Scotianu. Atthis time 


The British miller has worked out 
his own salvation. He has never gone 
crying to government to help him in 
any way. I should like, however, to 
point out the great advantage in grind- 
ing foreign wheat in our mills here 
over allowing it to be ground abroad, 
and imported as manufactured flour. 
When milled abroad a large number of 
foreign millers, by employing the same 
agent here to sell their flour, escape all 
imperial and local taxes, except the 
paltry sum which their agent pays on 
the rent of his office. ‘Thus the country 
receives no income-tax from the profit 
on flour made abroad, neither does the 
foreign miller contribute anything to 
our poor rates, upkeep, cleansing and 
policing of our streets, which, IL regret 
to say, they make use of to too great 
an extent. For this, as we all know, 
the British miller bas to pay in most 
towns evel-increasing rates. This I 
have always held to be a gross injustice 
to our home millers. 


CREDIT DUE THE HOME MILLER 


To say that although the foreign mill- 
ers’ agent does not himself pay, but 
that the carting contractor does, is ab- 
surd. In many cases it is the same 
contractor who carts the home millers’ 
flour. The home miller, I think, is also 
entitled to some credit for keeping an 
honorable and ancient trade in the 
country, employing a great number of 
men, who also contribute largely to the 
rates. It must be borne in mind that 
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the more flour manufactured at home, 
the cheaper is bran and all mill offals 
to the farmer, with consequent cheapen- 
ing of milk, beef, mutton, pork, etc. 

lam opposed to any form of protec- 
tion, but think it only fair that flour 
manufactured abroad should pay a tax 
per sack equal, at least, to that which 
the home miller and his men pay im- 
perial and municipal. It could be very 
cheaply and simply collected by our 
local authorities, in the same manner 
as was formerly the Causeway Mail. 


CAPACITY OF SCOTCH MILLS 


The genera public has little idea of 
the capacity of the mills of today in 
Edinburg and Leith. Fifty years avo 
imports of wheat into Leith for the 
year (15th May 1853 to 15th May 185: 
amounted to only 264,053 qrs, of 504 Ihs 
each. Last year I see they were 512,5)2 
qrs, all of which is practically ground 
by four’firms, resulting, roughly, in t 
production of 645,752 sacks of flour, of 
280 lbs each, and 691,878 cwts of bron 
and parings. 

Stock feeders are every day more a 
more appreciating the value of wheat 
bran and parings for horses, catt 
sheep and pigs. A large quantity 
the bran produced here is exported 
Denmark, and returns to us in the fo: 
of Danish butter. Why this should 
is a question 1 leave our agriculturis: 
and dairymen to answer. 


INCREASED STORAGE FACILITIES 


Two companies are erecting in Lei | 
large storage silos to hold about 150,( \ 
qrs of grain, and discharging applian:e 
for the rapid unloading by mechanic 
means of grain steamers. The Lei: 
stock commission also contemplat: 
putting in a discharging plant, so there 
is little fear of Leith losing the positic 
which she holds as premier grain in- 
porting port in Scotland. 


FOOD SUPPLIES IN WAR TIME 


The question of our food supplies 
time of war is at present bulking larg 
ly in men’s minds, and many absu1 
and unworkable propositions are bein 
put forward, such as bounties to far! 
ers, that the government should pur- 
chase and hold large stocks of wheat, « 
build more warships. All of thes 
would be an enormous cost to the coun- 
try, and might not be effectual in se- 
curing our food supplies. 

To my mind the only effectual means 
of securing a large supply of wheat be- 
ing held in this country is for the dock 
authorities, or other responsible bodie 
to erect at our principal seaports larg: 
storage silos, with the best mechanic: 
appliances for the rapid and cheap dis- 
charge of steamers, the government ai- 
vancing, say, four-fifths of the mone) 
required at alow rate of interest, say, 
2% percent. This would insure millers 
and others storing inthis country, 
place of abroad as at present, the larg 
stocks of wheat which they are forc: 
to hold against flour contracts. This 
scheme would cost the nation nothin 
as the British government can always 
borrow at 2'% per cent. 

We would much prefer to have our 
stock here, as, in event of war, blocka 
or prohibition of export, undoubted 
wheat and other foodstuffs would 
declared contraband of war, and 
would be very awkward to have son 
tied up ina foreign country. ‘This ar- 
rangement would also be much cheap: 
as the large storage silos in which we 
at present store abroad have been bu 
with money borrowed at a high rate 
interest. 

WHEAT TO COME FROM CANADA 
Judging from the large number 
emigrants flocking to Canada, much 
the wheat we will use in the future w 
come to us from there. This is as 

should be, and will make us more 

dependent of foreign nations. Unfor 
nately, the quantity of wheat grown 

Scotland is small, although for certa 
purposes it is admirably adapted, a 
millers here could use much more th 
they do werethey ableto get it. l 
fortunately, however, its intrinsic va! 
is greatly below that of good Manito! 

Even the baldest history of the m 
ing trade should include a reference ' 
if not a description of, many comp 
cated machines now in use, as well 
an outline of the arrangements of 
modern mill. A visit, however, to « 
of these places will do much more tl 
words to make plain the eyvyolut 
which has been at work in our tra 
and, although the miller of today n 
not be the jolly individual he was fi Y 
years ago, his courtesy may genera Y 
be relied upon to exhibit and explai! 
those interested the complica 
mechanism which is now such an }')- 
portant factor in the production of © 'T 
daily bread. 


o +e 


ro 


n@ OO pew 


— 


(Qe ys 


= oO su 





Shipments of wheat from Argeni':4 
for the week were 424,000 bus, agai st 
88,000 in 1902, Shipments from Jan. ! ‘0 
date, approximated 61,560,000 b's, 
against 18,920,000 in 1902. 
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In the week ended Dec. 5, Indianapo- 
lis mills produced 12,810 bbls of flour, 
compared with 10,470 the week before, 
15,060 a year ago and 10,560 in 1901. 

Che mills of this city made a good 
average run last week in spite of dull 
trade. Using the millers’ own words, 
“the trade is buying in a hand-to- 
mouth style.’”? These conditions are not 
unusual for this time of the year. The 
holiday season has a pre-disposition for 
dullness always, and with the advance 
in freight rates, nothing but slow trade 
can be expected. 

Millfeed is in good demand at un- 
changed prices. Indianapolis mills 
Saturday were selling feed at $16.25@ 
16.50 per ton bulk for shipment. The 
movement of wheat is as slow as ever, 
and millers contiiiue to hustle for new 
supplies for which they are compelled 
to pay liberal premiums. Last Satur- 
day 86@87c was offered for No. 2 red in 
Indianapolis. 

Flour prices compared with a week 
ago are unchanged. Indianapolis quo- 
tations were as follows: patent, #4.10@ 
1.25; straight, $3.58@3.95, both per 196 lbs 
in wood for domestic shipment. 

The stocks of wheat in Indianapolis 
at the close of the week amounted to 
201,850 bus, a decrease of 36,390 com- 
pared with the week before. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


A. Rheinstrom of the J. Rosenbaum 
Grain Co., Chicago, was here last Satur- 
day. 

M. '. Barrett succeeds F. W. Outh- 
vaite in the milling business at Green- 
ille, Ohio. 

The Indiana Milling Co. of Terre 
taute, Ind., filed articles of incopora- 
ion last Friday. The capital stock is 
00,000. 

The elevator at Havana, Ohio, owned 
y The Heyman Milling Co. of Monroe- 
ille, Ohio, burned last week; insur- 
ice, $5,000. 

The establishment of J. W. Kibler, 
ho handled fiour and grain machinery 
id agricultural implements at Mount 
rab, Ohio, burned recently. 


The big fish stories have been replaced 

the giant ears-of-corn yarns. The 
leged largest ear this year measures 
inches from nose to croupe. 


itis with much regret that this de- 
rtment has to announce the death of 
e wife of A. T. Moore and mother of 
P. Moore of the R. P. Moore Milling 
)., Princeton, Ind. 


he late W. A. Hardesty, in addition 
being in the milling business at 
lumbus and Canal Dover, Ohio, was 
i 30 president of the following corpora- 
ns; The Columbus (Ohio) National 
ead Co; The Columbus (Ohio) Varn- 
1 Co., and the State Savings Bank & 
ust Co., Columbus, Ohio. 
Che 50-bb1 mill of D. Gratz & Sons, 
awfordsville, Ind., burned Kriday 
ght. The owners roughly estimate 
sir loss at $15,000. The insurance was 
000, of which $7,000 was on building 
d machinery and the remainder on 
ck, The fire is said to have started 
the engine room. A lot of new ma- 
inery was installed quite recently. 
oughry Bros. of Monticello, Ind., 
VY vite: ‘*We are not booking many new 
ders this week. Foreigners do not 
Yant the flour at our figures. Domes- 
‘° trade is quiet.. ‘The present outlook 
tr winter wheat millers is not bright in 
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our locality. Farmers are busy gather- 
ing corn. No wheat being marketed. 
We are offering 80@82c for No. 2red win- 
ter wheat.’”’ 


The building of and installing of ma- 
chinery in the new 5,000-bu corn mill 
and elevator of the Nading Mill & Grain 
Co. of Shelbyville, Ind., are expected to 
be completed before the first of the new 
year. William Nading, president of the 
company, has been in the grain trade 
since 1887, during eleven years of which 
he conducted a thriving business in 
Shelbyville, Ind. 


George W. Norman, secretary of R. P. 
Moore Milling Co., Princeton, Ind., 
when asked about the growing wheat in 
his district, said: ‘tWe do not hear 
much about it, but I presume it is doing 
well, otherwise we would hear com- 
plaints.’”’? Regarding the change of 
prices in mill products, he said: ‘There 
has been very little change in prices for 
some time; in fact our order book shows 
that there has not been more than ten 
cents variation in the last 90 days.”’ 


Joseph Le Compte of the Lexington 
Roller Mills Co. made the following 
statement last Saturday: ‘'Milling 
with us has been fair this week. We are 
going full time but margins are very 
narrow. We find local demand fair but 
southern and export business dull. We 
have been strong on prices because 
wheat is higher and farmers and local 
dealers look for $1 wheat in the spring. 
We are paying locally 85c for No. 2 red 
wheat and 50c for No. 2 white corn.’ 

The Harvest Queen Flour Mils, owned 
by the Sage estate, were bought last 
week by C.J.Conn for $20,000. This 
mill. was leased and operated for a nuni- 
ber of years by Fremont Fulkerson, 
who failed in business about two years 
ago; it was then leased by the Harris 
Milling Co. of Three Rivers, Mich., but 
that firm dropped the proposition and 
withdrew in about one year from start- 
ing. It is not learned what will be done 
with the mill since this last change in 
ownership has taken place. 

¥. E. C. Hawks, president of The 
Goshen (Ind.) Milling Co., under date 
of Dec. 4, writes: ‘tWagon wheat is 
moviug more freely, as the roads are 
good and farmers are about through 
taking care of their corn. Our export 
and eastern trade in flour shows but lLit- 
tle if any profit, but our local and east- 
ern trade is quite satisfactory. Millfeed 
is in better demand, and prices are high- 
er. The late advance in the inland rate 
is something of a check to business, 
and we do not think it will be main- 
tained.”’ 

Since the advent of cold weather, the 
Bemis Indianapolis Bag Co., of which 
Warren H. Simmons is manager, has 
supplied its employees with hot coffee 
for lunch each day, served in a fine din- 
ing room, free of charge. This is, but 
one of many unsolicited kindly acts this 
company performs for its employees. It 
has a furnished room for its female em- 
ployees should they feel overcome or 
need immediate rest. The dining hall 
and apartments are in charge of a 
trained housekeeper, who does nothing 
but superintend her department, and at- 
tend to the wants of the girls. 


On milling conditions in north-central 
Ohio, M. H. Davis of The Davis Mill 
Co., Shelby, Ohio, said Saturday: ‘'The 
milling situation seems somewhat un- 
certain. The buyers are undecided in 
their views, some taking hold freely, 
other large buyers holding off. In the 
meantime wheat has been advancing 
and isin light supply—no uncertainty 
about that. Prices of wheat are 838c to 
first hands to 89c in car lots, delivered, 
with cash wheat in Toledo at &94c. 
Winter patents should now bring $4.85@ 
5 wood, New York points, but they 
don’t.”’ 

H. M. Allen of Allen & Wheeler, Troy, 
Ohio, reports on general milling condi- 
tions as follows: ‘tWhile our mill con- 
tinues to run full time, it is chiefly on 
old orders. There is a litttle freer 
movement of wheat, but at the dearest 
cost of the year. Today (Friday) we are 

aying 86@86'c at the mill for wheat. 

rade in millfeed seems more quiet at 
a little lower values. Dec. 1 is a trying 
time to have freight rates advanced, for 
this month usually shows a lagging 
trade in any event, and an advance in 
freight rates is simply a handicap to the 
miller. An advance a month earlier 
would give less trouble, but better still 
an advance Jan. 1 would be far less try- 
ing to the business conditions. With 
snow covering the ground, we may say 
that the new crop of wheat is entering 
the winter in fine condition. The new 
corn crop is not moving, prices being 
too low to prove satisfactory to the farm- 
er, who is almost without exception in 
an independent financial position.’” 


FROM THE TRADE-—INDIANA 


Acme WEliag Co., Indianapolis: We 
found trade this week rather quiet. A 
number of orders for domestic shipment 


have been booked, and have been very 
close to trade with some of our foreign 
correspondents. The business actually 
done, however, is small. Wheat offer- 
ings continue scarce, and prices have 
reached the highest point of the season. 
Feed is in limited demand, at some- 
what better prices than a week ago. 

George T. Evans, Indianapolis: The 
continued advance in the market and 
the growing premium on soft wheat, in 
addition, have had the effectof keeping 
buyers off the market, The foreign trade 
is out at present. Domestic trade, while 
having light stocks, still continues its 
org | of buying from hand to mouth, 

ut when it does buy, it buys quickly 
at whatever prices it can then get. 
With the continued scarcity of soft 
wheat, millers do not need to give away 
what stocks they have. The high prices 
now prevailing are having the effect of 
bringing out a little more wheat that was 
offered before. Demand for feed shows 
some improvement with prices higher. 
So far, we have been able to geta slight 
advance in feed. The reports from the 
growing wheatin this region indicate 
good condition. 

Blanton Milling Co., Indianapolis: 
Flour trade has been rather quiet, but 
we have booked several lots at higher 
prices than last week, for both domestic 
and export trade. inquiries for feed 
have been extraordinary, with a sharp 
advance in buyers’ bids. Offerings of 
wheat from farmers have been very 
light; the same condition is reported 
from country shippers. ‘The premium 
that cash wheat is commanding, is mak- 
ing most of the farmers and country 
shippers bulls on the wheat market. 


CHARLES NIOHOLS. 


Toledo 


Special Correspondence 





Business done in flour here last week 
could have been handled by an old time 
grist mill. Mills have been run full 
time, but not full capacity, filling old 
orders, but these are nearing an end, 
and another week will complete them. 
A few scattered sales to domestic trade 
were all that was accomplished. The 
margin of profit to millers here has 
been good, July to December, and to get 
new business to keep the wheels going 
they expect to secure it by making 
closer prices than they have in the last 
five months, and they say it must be 
done to insure full output. The produc- 
tion was 29,400 bbls, against 38,400 the 
previous week and 27,400 a year ago. 

Millfeed was in, fair demand with 
prices a shade higher for bran and un- 
changed to a shade lower for middlings. 
There was sufficient demand to more 
than take the production. 

The trade in wheat here was just as 
light as in flour. Notwithstanding the 
advance of several cents in prices the 
receipts show no perceptible increase 
although one of the millers said there 
were days when his company bought as 
much cash wheat as it ground. Specu- 
lation here is dormant. The range in 
the price of cash wheat was about three 
cents, closing the week with the ad- 
vance nearly sustained. 

Receipts were 49 cars, against 43 the 
previous week and 159 a year ago. Only 
afew scattering cars were taken for 
shipment to interior mills which have a 
loal flour trade. Stocks here Noy. 30 
were 353,000 bus, compared with 1,065,000 
a year ago; millers’ holdings not in- 
cluded. 

There is athin coating of snow over 
all the territory from which this market 
draws wheat, with fairly seasonable 
winter weather prevalent. 

The corn market ruled firm last week, 
with a scattering demand from eastern 
trade,which is restricted by light stocks 
and country offerings. The condition 
of new corn does not improve, judging 
by the grading of arrivals here which 
have all graded No. 4 and below. One 
sale was reported here Saturday of 125,- 
000 bus for export, but the seller had to 
go to other markets to get the corn. 

NOTES 

A. Mennell, president of the Isaac 
Harter Milling Co., left Saturday tor 
New York and Boston, to be gone ten 
days. 

The Hicks Brown Milling Co. of 
Mansfield says: ‘'Business was very 
dull last week. Foreigners were entire- 
ly out of the market and domestic trade 
was aboutas poor. The trade is not 
following the wheat advance, but in our 
opinion it will have to come in soon. 
We also believe the crop of the United 
States will. be needed at home, and the 
Argentine crop will only affect foreign 
business. Wheat from farmers is coming 
in morefreely. Feed isin better demand 
at slightly better prices.”’ 


W. E. BRIGHAM. 
Toledo, Ohio, Dec. 7. 
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Flour shipments for November 


amounted to 147,610 bbls, compared with 
65,000 a year ago. Of this amount 131,507 
went to the Orient and 2,500 to South 
Africa. For the first five months of the 
season, the Oriental shipments from 
Portland have amounted to 416,822 bbls, 
compared with 134,000 for the same peri- 
od last year. 

From Puget sound there has been 
shipped to the Orient since July 1,863,820 
bbls, compared with 485,655 in the first 
five months of last season. 

South African shipments are far be- 
hind last year, amounting to but 47,800 
bbls from Portland, compared with 161,- 
840 last season. From Puget sound 
African shipments this season are nil. 
or year to Nov. 1 they were 126,663 

Is. 


Thus far not a single barrel of flour 
has been shipped from either Portland 
or Puget sound for Europe. 

The total shipments of flour to all 
ports from Oregon and Washington for 
the season to Nov. 1 are 1,512,789 bbls, 
compared with 1,083,370 for the same 
period last season. 

While there has been this heavy in- 
crease in flour shipments, wheat ship- 
ments have fallen off quite perceptibly. 
From Portland, they have amounted to 
but 1,970,635 bus, compared with 4,026,080 
last season and from Puget sound they 
have been but 918,170 bus, compared 
with 4,045,500 for the first five months of 
last season. 

The movement of wheat (fiour in- 
cluded) from Portland, Oregon, and 
Washington, as compared with the first 
ts months of former seasons, is as fol- 

ows: 






Season— Bus. Season— Bus. 
1908-04....... 9,696,380 1899-00........ 6,908,035 
1902-03....... 12,974,765 1898-99.. -. 11,581,095 
1901-02....... 18,368,535 1897-98........ 11,811,760 
1900-01....... 10,253,050 


THE ORIENTAL RATE SITUATION 


The China Commercial Steam Navi- 
gation Co. which has been engaged in a 
lively scrap for Oriental business with 
the other trans-Pacific lines, is now in- 
vading the northern field and it is re- 
ported that the rate on flour will be cut 
to $2.50 per ton. The steamship Lothian, 
a 7,000-ton carrier, is due here from San 
Francisco tomorrow and will take out a 
full cargo which will be supplied by the 
Portland Flouring Mills Co. The Lothi- 
an will be followed next month by the 
Atholl which already nas 1,000 tons of 
flour and 2,500 tons of wheat under en- 
gagement for the Orient. 

Before sailing north from San Fran- 
cisco, the Lothian tuok aboard 600 Chin- 
ese passengers for Hongkong which the 
China Commercial agent at the bay city 
captured from the Pacific Mail by cut- 
ting the rate to $15a head. From the 
present outlook, there is not much pros- 
pect for a restoration of flour rates for 
a long time. 


TO STOP MILLING-IN-TRANSIT RATE 


Spokane millers are considerably 
worked up over the prospect for an 
abolishment of the milling-in-transit 
rate which they have for many years en- 
joyed on wheat grown along the Central 
Washington branch of the Northern Pa- 
cific railway. Upto the present time, 
this wheat had no outlet to market ex- 
cept by way of Spokane. This made 
the latter point an intermediate station 
between the Big Bend and tide water at 
Portland or Puget sound. 

The recent completion of the Adrian 
cut-off which gives the Central Wash- 
ington a western outlet by way of the 
Great Northern will prevent Spokane 
from drawing wheat from the Big Bend 
by the old rate in their favor. 

Railroad officials have not yet an- 
nounced their intentions in the matter 
as the cut-off is not yetin operation, but 
the Spokane millers are much alarmed 
over the outlook as the abolishment of 
the milling-in-transit rate would shut 
them out of a considerable portion of 
the field on which they draw for sup- 
plies. 

NOTES 

G. Holbrook of Clarkston and J. H. 
Irvine of Farmington, Wash., are nego- 
tiating for the purchase of the flour mill 
owned by A. P. Ault and Charles Cross- 
ment at Cul de Sac, Idaho. 


Captain Joseph Kellogg, who built 
one of the first flour mills in Oregon at 
Milwaukee, a few miles above Portland, 
over fifty years ago, died in this city 
last ‘tuesday, aged 91 years. 

The Centennial Mill Co. is still ex- 
panding. ‘The latest venture is a new 
mill for Whatcom, Wash. It will have a 
capacity of 300 bbls aday and will se- 
cure a wheat supply from the’ Great 
Northern territory in the Big Bend 
country. 


Portland, Dec. 4. E. W. WriGuHr. 
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The principal change during the week 
in the market has been an advance in the 
prices of winter wheat flour. This, how- 
ever, has been more of an advance in 
the price of the barrels than in the price 
of flour, or rather it was due to the 
scarcity of barrels rather than the scarci- 
ty of flour. Winter straights are quoted 
up to $4.10 in oak and $4.05 for good 
quality in elm, while sack goods are 
difficult to move, excepting in a small 
way, at from 30c to 37\%c under this. 
Second-hand barrels are very scarce, 
and have sold as high as 3lc. The con- 
ditions have, of course, made it very 
difficult to sell the barreled goods, ex- 
cepting where the people actually wanted 
the flour in barrels, and sack goods have 
not been in sufficient demand to cause 
any advance. Stocks are small, how- 
ever, and this has naturally led to a 
good deal of confidence. 

The eastern mills are still undersell- 
ing the central west, and there is much 
feeling shown in some circles over this 
condition, some men claiming that the 
only way the east is underselling is by 
making a long patent, while others 
claim that the ability to do so is due to 
the fact that the east had wheat bought 
before the real scarcity in winter wheat 
began. Low grades are scarce and high- 
er, and choice extras No. 1 are worth 
about $3.50, although there has been no 
change of any moment in sacked goods. 

In spring wheat flour the market is 
firm and prices are about lic, possibly 
20¢c at the outside, over the low price of 
last month, but the buyers have not been 
sufficiently imbued with the strength of 
the wheat situation to buy, so long as 
they have some flour coming. Spring 
patents are quoted at about $4.70@4.75 
in wood for the choice brands, down to 
about $4.55 for country brands. Clears 
are quiet and about steady at $3.65/@3.85. 
Asking prices were advanced l0c Satur- 
day by the mills. 

Kansas flour is dull but held firmly 
by the mills. Buyers are putting up a 
bluff that they are well stocked up, and 
are endeavoring to talk the market 
down, but with the strength of wheat 
have not succeeded very well. Prices 
are quoted at $3.80@3.85 for so-called 
patents in sacks, and the situation is 
rather favorable to the sellers. 


LOCAL NEWS 
A. C. Lewis, formerly with Kehlor 


Bros., St. Louis, has connected himself 
with John Boyd, Jr., & Co. of New York. 


J. ¥. Harrison, manager of the flour 
mill department of the Allis-Chalmers 
Co., Milwaukee, was in New York last 
Thursday. 

Arthur May of Arthur May & Co. 
eailed for England Saturday on board 
the American liner Philadelphia. Mr. 
May will remain on the other side for 
the holidays, returning to New York 
shortly after Jan. 1. 

Charles Cranston Bovey of the Wash- 
burn-Crosby Co., Minneapolis, arrived 
in New York last Tuesday, remaining 
until Friday night. Mr. Bovey said that 
his company expected to get its Buffalo 
mil! started on or before Jan. 1. 


The New York mills have bought, 
during the week, about 500,000 bus of 
wheat from Chicago, about half No.1 
northern and half No. 2 hard, and about 
150,000 bus in New York to arrive. Then 
it was said that their needs had been 
supplied for the season. 

The strength of cooperage stock and 
the firmness of all kinds of barrels, 
both new and second hand, is having a 
marked influence on the local fiour 
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trade, and is certainly a decided effect 
on the prices. Local mills, it is claimed, 
are having difficulty in getting all the 
barrels they need at reasonable prices. 


The feature in the wheat export trade 
this last week has been the sales of ma- 
caroni wheat, about 250,000 bus having 
been sold on the basis of 79c f.o.b. for 
No. 2 macaroni. This was 13@1l4c under 
the price of No. 1 northern. [thas taken 
some little time to get the export inter- 
est awakened but the bidding has been 
excellent, and the sales have been readi- 
ly cared for by receipts. It is believed 
there is very little macaroni wheat here 
unsold. 


There have been delivered about 50,000 
bus of hard winter wheat on New York 
December contracts. This is the first 
time that hard winter wheat has been 
delivered under the New York rule, 
which permits of the delivery at 2c dis- 
count under the contract price. The de- 
liveries were made, it is claimed, for the 
purpose of influencing the price of De- 
cember wheat, but without much avail, 
as December wheat has crossed the 91c 
mark. The advance brought out reitera- 
tion of the reports that the short interest 
was important. A short time ago an ex- 
port house in good position to know, 
made the statement that the short inter- 
est was about 1,500,000 bus unsettled. 
This is not so great a quantity, if there 
were any amount of contract stock, but 
the deal has been carried forward so 
carefully that no stock of wheat has ac- 
cumulated at New York, and unless 
some of the Buffalo stock is rushed 
through all-rail, there may be difficulty 
in covering the wheat. An objection to 
bringing the Buifalo wheat forward is 
the difficulty in making any but the best 
lots of Duluth No. lnorthern grade New 
York No. 1 northern. 

The squeeze in December wheat gives 
unusual interest to the consideration of 
a plan for changing the New York con- 
tract rules. Early in the week E. Pfar- 
rius, an exporter, came out with acircu- 
lar proposing the delivery of under- 
grades of wheat, corn and oats on con- 
tracts, at a certain discount, to be fixed 
by the trade. In this plan the present 
contract wheat, contract corn and con- 
tract oats were to be taken as the stand- 
ards, and lower grades might he deliv- 
ered at discounts, but higher grades 
would be delivered at the fiat price of 
the contract, which would be considered 
as in a way offsetting the disadvantage 
which might possibly come from deliv- 
ering the other grades. Another circu- 
lar has been issued going into the ques- 
tion of delivering the wheat in other 
markets. The proposition is that grain 
in all markets shall be deliverable and 
at allowances to cover freight and 
charges. It is claimed that this would 
give a safe condition for every one to 
deal in the New York market, and if, as 
a result of this, it was sold below a 
parity with former export, there would 
immediately come in the export buying, 
which would absorb the contracts at 
New York, and then, as at present, trade 
off for the wheat wherever it was want- 
ed. A meeting has been called for Tues- 
day afternoon, Dec. 8, to consider the 
various plans proposed, and at this 
meeting it is expected that the whole 
subject will be referred to a special 
committee representing each one of the 
three trades, wheat, corn and oats, the 
buyers, sellers and commission mer- 
chants, with instructions to elaborate a 
plan to be submitted later to the trade 
for acceptance. 

A. L. RUSSELL. 





C. E. French of L. Christian & Co., 
Minneapolis, Dec.7: We have done a 
fair flour business in the last week, but 
sales were not as large as they have 
been, and were confined mostly to do- 
mestic markets. Receipts of wheat 
to Dec. 1 were about ten millions bushels 
less than last year. Estimating that 
one-half of this crop has been moved at 
that date, this would indicate a crop for 
these three states of 20 million bus less 
than for previous cereal year; or, taking 
into the account the visiblesupply that 
was consumed on the end of the last 
crop, we have 25 million bushels less 
available wheat to grind, and if the 
usual reserves should be restored, the 
shortage will run very near to 30 million 
bushels, as compared with the amount 
actually ground during last year. This 
means that we are facing a larger wheat 
shortage than that developed last sum- 
mer, and we can see no.reason why we 
can not expect fully as high prices in 
wheat and flour again. 


H.P. Gallaher, manager Northwestern 
Consolidated Milling Co., Minneapolis, 
Dec. 7: Trading in flour during the last 
week was. rather less than usual and 
the sales made were wholly in domes- 
tic markets. There has been no chance 
to do foreign business owing to the 
abnormally high rates in force from 
Minneapolis as compared with the 


southwest. Feed sells readily and prices 
remain unchanged. 





Coopers’ Chips 


Conducted by FREDERICK J. CLARK. 
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F. S. Charlot, vice-president of the 
Ozark Cooperage Co., paid Minneapolis 
a brief visit last Tuesday. 


For the calendar year, the barrel con- 
sumption at Minneapolis is about 200,- 
000 barrels short of that in other years. 


The use by the mills for the week end- 
ed Saturday of 77,800 barrels, represent- 
ed the consumption of approximately 
302,000 patent hoops, 55,000 hickory hoops 
and 266,000 wire hoops. 


For the week ended Saturday, flour- 
barrel stock was unloaded by Minneap- 
olis shops as follows: staves, 23 cars; 
heading, 9%; hickory hoops, 1; coiled 
elm hoops, 3; total, 36%. ; 

At the recent election of the Co-opera- 
tive Barrel Co. in Minneapolis, the old 
officers were re-elected. hey are John 
Heiller, president; William Sheridan, 
secretary-treasurer; and George Elliott, 
John Rheiherzer and H. S. Kobler, di- 
rectors. Messrs. Heiller and Sheridan 
have beld their present offices 13 and 14 
years respectively, and in administer- 
ing the affairs of their company, have 
been very successful. 


Minneapolis shops during the fall 
have been called upon for a good many 
flour barrels by interior millers. While 
a considerable number have been sold 
to go out of the city, of late there have 
been not a few orders rejected. Indiffer- 
ent as the coopers are about selling bar- 
rels outside the city, they usually ask 
good prices in filling such orders. For 
instance, a carload of 8-hickory hooped 
barrels shipped last week was sold at 
47c. For another carload, 46c was ac- 
cepted. 

A Minneapolis shop manager Satur- 
day stated an erroneous impression had 
gone forth as to the price of hickory 
hoops. While a comparatively large 
hoop is wanted in this market, he stated 
that a supply of such hoops had at least 
in part been secured at the old price of 
$6.50 per M, and that he considered that 
the market price. The publication in 
this department of $6.50@7.25 as the 
range for hoops, given asthe market by 
another manager, has induced Wiscon- 
sin and other dealers to ask those prices. 


While there has been some inquiry as 
to prices at which future contracts for 
staves and heading could be placed, 
coopers deem present prices much too 
high, and they are averse to placing 
contracts, feeling that values must de- 
cline under normal conditions. They 
count upon present prices inducing a 
large increase in the manufacture of 
stock and expect that there will be 
enough turned out in the coming season 
to cause a reaction in prices. How- 
ever, they scarcely look for staves and 
heading, and especially the latter, to 
reach the low level of value at which it 
formerly sold. 


There was a decrease of 8,000 in Min- 
neapolis barrel sales last week. This 
resulted from the mills running consid- 
erably lighter. While the figures were 
about 13,000 smaller than for the same 
week in 1902, they were up to the aver- 
age in other years. The business for 
the week was fairly well distributed 
among the five shops. The make of bar- 
rels slightly exceeded the sales. For the 
current week, the demand for barrels 
should be of a healthy character, though 
sales may decrease somewhat, 

The sales and make of flour barrels by five 
Minneapolis shops for the weeks ended on 
the dates given below, were: 





r Sales Make, 

1908. 1902. 1901. 1900. 1908. 
Dec. 5........*78,190 91,045 84,155 29,290 79,745 
Nov. 28...... 96,210 76,250 35,315 61,675 
Nov. 21...... 84,745 89,955 71,800 49,100 72,285 
POSE ack ns 365 74,400 74,859 89,225 78,820 
; S aeaee 76,420 85,630 62,165 75,045 69.160 
oy 76,085 96,765 69,185 133,830 60,925 
Oct. 24....... 45,275 90,175 78,440 107,415 52,855 
oS ee 27,870 77,590 895 69,140 49,185 
OGG, 10; icccce 15,070 94,175 70,825 64,500 41,380 
oo 11,795 73,475 78,270 104,630 25,118 


*These figures include 900 half barrels, 
two half barrels being counted as one full 
barrel. S 

Barrel stock continues in about the 
same position as it has been in. While 
Minneapolis shops have got in more or 
less heading of late, some of them are 
still very short, and it requires skillful 
maneuvering at times to avoid shut- 
downs. However, an increasing ouput 
is now looked for, and the situation is 
expected to be somewhat relieved. To 
quote reliable prices is out of the ques- 
tion, as there spore to be no heading 
for sale. Though local shops up to date 
have not felt the shortage of staves as 
acutely as they have that of heading, 
they entertain fear that the worst condi- 
tion as to staves is yet to come. There 
appears to be none on the market, and 
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have received the bulk of those due 
them under old contracts, and then it 

ill be a problem where to get more, 
Artificial drying is not productive of 
good staves, and itis likely to be well in- 
to the summer before staves from the new 
cut of timber will be in good condition 
for use. Patent hoops are quiet, with 
prices largely nominal owing to lack of 
demand. Southern hoops are offered, 
but they are not in high favor. 

The attached quotations of barrel 
stock f. o. b. cars at Minneapolis are in 
the main nominal: 


\ Bae Jan. 1, Minneapolis shops wil] 





Michigan staves, M, prompt.... $13.00 @18.60 
Basswood flour heading, set.. 09 @ 14 
Gum flour heading, set...... -08 @ .0s'4 
Gum flour staves, M.. ... 11.00 @ 11.50 
Gum, 30-inch staves, M.......... ..... @.. 
Hickory hoops, per M............ .... @ 6.)) 
Patent hoops, per M.............. 1900 @10/) 
Southern patent hoops.......... 9.50 @10..) 
Plain wire hoops M.............. 6.50 @...... 
Head linings, car load, M....... ..... @ .30 
Head linings, small lots, M...... ..... @ 10 


Flour barrels— 
4 patent and 4 hickory hoops.... .45 @...... 
8 hickory hoop 45 
6 hickory and 2 patent hoops.... .456 @...... 
4 patent and 4 wire hoops....... & @...... 
8-patent-hoop barrels............ 46 @...... 
pe re Be) ee re es 
12 hickory hoop (280 Ibs.)........ 


a Ow 


The attached table gives the sales of 
flour barrels by Minneapolis shops in 
calendar years: 


46 @ 
48%@...... 








19038, 1902, 1901, 190 
barrels. barrels. barrels. barre's. 
; Seer 285,215 $23,095 219,720 263,910 
Kaka vinws 266, $22,115 221,815 272,55 
March..... 194,315 331, 256,630 878,845 
7 ae 192, 234, 292,630 = 278,215 
BRAS 303,700 233,010 277,880 284,510 
JUNE.....06 248,080 182,130 273,915 171,545 
Co ae 252,890 195,160 297.250 289,505 
ug.. 820, 217,980 292,425 216,815 
ae 233, 465 270,030 287,850 
re 170,200 391,565 348,895 2.8.0 
Nov........ 346,415 362,220 307,340 259,455 
11 mo’s.2,814,110 3,046,250 3,057,580 3,050,105 
SE vegas oa asta wen 297,460 393, 174,250 
WOU. sackezs 8,343,710 3,450,605 . 3,214,505 

ae ¥* 


Special reports from northwester: 
shops outside of Minneapolis as to th 
use of flour barrels are as follows: 

No. aaa arrels—— No. Year aco, 


shops. So! Made. shops. So!i. 
ae 7 35,444 28,252 8 8,104 
oe See 7 18,763 25,158 7 7,270 
Nov. 21 9 89,365 25,050 8 10,716 
MOP. 26 .0<c s00 9 20,484 24,970 7 7,726 
pe DOO 26,815 25,118 6 6,582 
cS) eae 10 36,342 1,66 9 15,825 
=. a 9 276 81,451 9 8,654 
or 10 87,045 29,404 8 10,989 
OGG. Brcccuses 9 84,640 29,981 8 11,6:8 


Shops reporting are situated at Shakop: 
Cannon Falls, Faribault, New Ulm, anid 
Mankato, Minn., and LaCrosse, Wis. 

Stock unloaded during the week by t! 
shops reporting consisted of 8 cars el: 
staves, 2 cars Wisconsin elm staves, an 
car heading. 

ca 2 


Hood & Mahoney of Petoskey, Mich., 
have dissolved partnership and are suc- 
ceeded by the Petoskey Block & Mi 
Co. 

Milwaukee correspondence: Quoti- 
tions f.o.b. are: No. 1lelm flour stave 
$13@14 per M; flour heading, l0@l1lc p 
set; patent hoops, $10 per M; hicko 
hoops, $6; flour barrels, 8 patent hoo), 
46c; round hoop, 46c; head linings, 
inch, 65c per ; 18-inch, 80c; pork b: 
rels, $1.23@1.25; lard tierces, $1.60; o»\ 
tierce hoops, $20. 

About cooperage the Buffalo, N. \., 
correspondent of the American Lumb 
man says: In spite of predictions ?f! 
prices of slack stock would go do, 
rapidly, after the apple crop was out 
the way, because jobbers had corne) 
supplies, jobbers now say that th 
look for a further advance in staves | 
fore long, on account of their gr« 
scarcity. Hoops are not much hig! 
than they were last year. Heading h 
gone up with staves. Jobbers aren 
setting down the price of No. 1 e 
staves at $13.50@14; heading at 10? 
lle per set, and 6-foot coiled hoops 
$10.75@11. Millers are paying 50@52 
for 6 and 8-hooped barrels, with sm 
prospect of getting them for less rig 
away. 





Blodgett Milling Co., Janesville, W 
Continued light receipts of buckwh: 
in spite of the very high prices for: 
by the sharp competitive bidding of | 
mills, is pretty conclusive evidence 
a very short crop. The early winter bh 
greatly augmented the usual consun 
tion of flour, and we thus have |! 
strongest possible situation—a sh 
supply and a sharp demand. 

Lincoln (Neb.) Mill Co., Dec. 7: | 
mestic trade is good. Foreign off 
are out of line 6@9d, but show some } 


provement over last week. Feed 
moving freely at full prices. Wheat : 
liveries are about normal. Grow 


crop is in good condition. Corn del 
eries slow; crop very uneven and w:'! 
be hard to handle. 
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EXPORTS OF FLOUR—SUMMARY OF SITUATION BY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


St. Louis 


Dec, 8.—[ Special Telegram. ]—Domes- 
tic flour trade is dull, but prices are 
firm. ‘There is little export nquiry at 


resent. Offerings of feed are light. 
ran is scarce, 
The following are the 


—e 


uotations on 


inter wheat flour and other products, 
ver 196 lbs in wood, f.o.b. St. Louis, to- 
iy: 

Red winter— 


e204 





DO Qt Os} 


Prices in jute and 98-lb cotton packages 
e 20c per bbl less than wood. 

Hard winter wheat grades f.o.b. St. 

ouis are quotable per barrel as follows: 


PRUNE (IDEA) ccadiscrveaess coscascaaee $8.70@38.80 
EtrelBhe (ICO Riis eins case ds ccncsccccecs eee 
Cle@® (HUGO) .. dashes dic cekavdenckanece 


2.80@3.25 
Low grades to second clears (jute). 2.40@2.70 
* 


Dec. 5.—MILLFEED—Market contin- 
ves dull with little demand from the 
east. Offerings were not heavy, of soft 
vheat feed especially. Bran is scarce. 
‘he following are the quotations per 100 
los: St. Louis soft wheat bran, 74c in 
large and 76c in 100-lb sacks; bulk at 
country points, 70@72c; hard wheat 
bie 75c; middlings, 80@95c, according 

» quality; mixed feed, 81@82c for soft 
ar eo 77(@78e for hard wheat. 


OAT PRODUCTS — Market remains 
U uchanged, namely very dull. Demand 
ai present is very light. Oats are still 
scarce. Prices f.o.b. St. Louis are: 
rolled oats, $4.60; oatmeal, $5; oatfeed, 
$i2; crushed feed, $17. 

WHEAT — Milling demand for soft 
wheat only moderate, but is still taken 
freely ny elevators for delivery at high 

and fancy prices. Hard wheat freely 
offered, and was in good demand by 
both hard and soft wheat millers. 

Wheat received at St. Louis for the 
week ending Saturday in carloads, in- 
spected as follows: 


Dec. 5, 

Dec. 5. Nov. 28 1902. 

NO. BP cscscessavseonsess 275 9 45 

NO. Bi ccvecesrscecccecse 95 71 183 

NOs GOitess pyakacacsssesce 19 17 60 

No, 2 hard winter......... 41 42 10 
‘o. 8 hard winter......... 153 122 é 

Vo. 4 hard winter......... 62 52 22 

Ss Saoeae and other grades 99 99 80 43 

TORRID isis cewansentnniece “144 633 401 


Prices of sample grain quoted f.o.b. 
St. Louis are: 


NO. 3 FOG... ccccccccccccccccccccsesccccs 9144@92 
No. - 89 @90 
No. - 7% @79% 
No. 73 @76% 


No. 4234043 


“oO. 
® 


aes 
= 
x 


+40 @43 


No. 


o 


S774 @38 
@36% 


ms bp be 





+ 


*Top prices quoted are for Turkey hard 
reat. tNew. 

Stocks of grain in St. Louis public 
evators are: Same week 


zs 


Bus. 1902. 
WROGR. veccccceceescccssees sees 4,645,268 4,445,803 
COFM, cccccccnees cescescescesece 18,752 "655,100 
COGS .ccccceveseccescsvcscccccscce 118,649 35,569 
EK VWO@.cccsece ccdcccosesececcncses 82,421 5, 
APIOT occccccccevesccevedsecenes ae 
Principal grades— 
- 2 red Wheat... .cccccccces 8,580,623 1,528,071 
. 2 hard wheat............- 853,677 26,554 
837,028 


- 2 white corm............- 1,938 29,776 
- 2 yellow corn.... . 

. 2 mixed oats... 
. 2 white oats.... 


) 
) 
ho. 2 mixed cormn...........++ 8,708 
) 
) 
) 
) 


11,282 "28,638 
following are the receipts and ship- 
ents of flour and grain at St. Louis 
iring the week ended Saturday, with 
mparisons: 









REOEIPTS Dec. 6, 
Dec. 5. Nov. 28. 1902. 

WORMS EG, ccs cconee 47,095 61,660 60,350 
\ heat, bus.. --. 698,427 647,598 360,272 
(orn, bus 1-2 168,890 787,984 
© «ts, bus 291,600 334,850 189,000 
kve, bus..... ee. 22,800 84,200 84,475 
Lirley, DUS .......60- 67,000 84,000 70,000 

SHIPMENTS 
hiour, bbls.. ar 72,615 67,155 74,480 
v 237,550 242,840 719,010 


<4 
5 
os 
c 
2 


186,810 362,675 
141,970 289, 
17,695 29,745 69,290 


= 
Lg 
co 
co 
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REVIEW OF THE MARKETS 


WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT—FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC FLOUR AND GRAIN PRICES—FREIGHT RATES— 


Kansas City 


Dec. 8.—[Special 'Telegram.] — Flour 
business is unimproved. Kansas mills 
are offering more freely anda good 
many of them are in need of orders. 
Prices, however, have not suffered 
much so far. Central states’ prices are 
well held. Foreign business is dead 
dull. Cash wheat is steady and the 
market as compared with futures, is im- 
proving from a miller’s standpoint. 
Bran is a steady market but there is no 
demand for shorts. Mills continue to 
run steadily but the production is lessen- 
ing. The prospect is for continued dull- 
ness in trade until after the holidays. 

Following are quotations for all 
grades of hard witer wheat flour, in car- 
load or round lots, f.o.b. Kansas City, 
in jute, per bbl, foaay Etat 
Paetens.......... ‘ 

Straight. 
lear.... 
Low grade 

Established differentials are observed in 
quoting flour in wood or cotton packages. 

Quotations to central states’ domestic 
trade are based on $3.65 at Kansas City for 
standard long patents in quarter-barrel 
cottons. 

Local prices in Kansas are $3.90 per bbl in 
cotton. a 


Dec. 5.—-MILLFEED—There was not 
much interest in the bran market during 
the week. Offerings are not large and 
demand is limited at prevailing prices. 
Values were about steady. There is a 

ood deal of southern movement. 

horts are dead dull with plentiful of- 
ferings and a limited demand. More 
shorts came in on consignment than at 
any time within the last several months. 
Quotations for feed, etc., in carload or 
round lots, f.o.b. Kansas City, sacked, 
in cents per 100 lbs, follow: bran, €8c; 
shorts, 75@78c; mixed feed, 68@70c; corn 
chop, 7&c. 

WHEAT—There is no strength in the 
local cash wheat market. hile May 
wheat advanced 2c this week, cash sold 
barely %c higher and today the market 
was weak. Receipts are larger. There 
is a renewal of sales to the northwest 
and central states mills are again in this 
market, but the total demand for mill- 
ing grades is moderate. Lower grades 
are dul]. Local mills are good buyers 
of the better grades, Nos. 2 and 3. 

Today’s cash prices were: 

Hard wheat—No. 2, 71%@72%c; No. 8, 69@ 
Jlc; No. 4, 62@664c. 

Soft wheat—No. 2, 844@85c; No.8, 88@834e ; 
No. 4, 75@79¢. 

CORN—The new corn coming here is 
moist and soft. Demand is limited. 
The May price gained Ic here, but cash 
was dull. Some early improvement in 
southern demand is looked for, 

Today’s cash prices were: 

Mixed corn—No. 2, 39c; No. 8, 37@39c; No. 
No. 4, 34@88c. 

White corn—No. 2,38@394c; No.8, 88c. 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS Dec. 6, 
Dec. 5, Nov. 28, 1902. 
PAGE OG vcacccss: essnnaene 








Wheat, bus........ 1,016,860 875,200 898,400 
Corn, DUS... ccecees 158.600 109,600 604, 
ee 98,400 81,600 88,800 
Barley, bus. sa 27,000 ee 
Rye, bus..... a 5,600 10,400 4,000 
WR ekenesetne. csccsensh . Swe 
Millfeed, tons .... 165 195 105 
WEEK’S SHIPMENTS 
838 28,400 25, 
749,600 359,200 








SS ares 
800 8,200 
Snanalans 800 
1,005 §25 
Detroit 
Dec. 8.—[Special Telegram.|] — Im- 


rovement is noted in flour sales to 
Both the east and south, principally the 
latter. Market active and firm, but 
with no foreign sales. 

Prices of flour in wood, car, lots, f.o.b. 
are as follows, per 196 lbs, with the dif- 
ferentials on other packages as agreed 
upon by the Millers’ Federation; 


Michigan patent, best................ $4.90@5.00 
Michigan patent, ordinary .......... 4.80@4.90 
Michigan straight..............sceees- 4.10@4.15 
PRION CIORM icc ccccoccccccstecceees 4.00@4.05 
DESO RIMOM TOW BIREG onc ccccacccccacees 8.50@38.55 
Spring patent (Detroit made). ..... 4.50@ 4.60 
Minnesota patent..........cceseeesoes 4.70@4.75 
DEUOEOU GIO is oc occcccnctccccscsese 8.70@8.75 
Ws Ti Bice ce ccckcccccscctccenee 35@.... 


3.20@.... 
Buckwheat, 196 ver SARA A Pe 6.2505.30 


¥ 
Dec. 5.-MILLFEED—There is a firm 
tone in bran, butin other respects the 


feed market is a trifle easy.. Business 
is only moderately active. Prices in 
bulk, per ton (2,000 lbs), are as follows 
in car lots: - 


Soarse vs eg 
Fine middlings.. 





er rere E 

Coarse COrnmeal..............cceee coos @20.00 
SO eee rer @2#.00 
DOP GUE OBE CROD ic occ iccvcvccccece ccses @17.00 


CEREAL PRODUCTS— The market 
for rolled oats and wheatis very dull 
and one of the leading mills has quit 
running nights owing to a lack of or- 
ders. The price of rolled oats is un- 
changed although there is a very firm 
market for oats. Corn goods are quiet 
and lower. Prices in wood, car lots, 
with the usual differentials for other 
packages, are as follows: 


Rolled oats, 180 Ibs..................-. $4.50@.... 
Rolled wheat, 100 Ibs................+. 2.50@.. 

Yellow granulated meal, 200 eee . 2.60@2.60 
Yellow cream meal, 200 Ibs........... 2.40@2.50 
White granulated meal, 200 Tbs...... 2.50@2 60 
White cream meal, 200 Riess ccssecees 2.40@2.50 
White corn flour. 200 Ib8.....----..... 8.10@3.15 


WHEAT— There is little change in 
the condition of the market. Receipts 
have not increased enough to make any 
change in the supply of winter wheat. 
About 173,000 bus of spring wheat was 
added to the elevator stocks, making a 
total here of 321,000 bus, of which only 
1,663 bus grade No. 2 red. Eastern mills 
have been bidding good prices in this 
market, but have not been able to sup- 
ply their wants. Cash wheat is a little 
over 2c higher than it was a week ago. 
The feeling here is decidedly bullish 
and trading is slow because of the small 
stocks. 





GRAIN PRIOES Previous 

weeks’ 

Opening. Range. Olose. close. 

No. 2 red wheat..... 89 89 @9l 9034 884 
December .. -- 89 89 @91 90% 88% 
CoS eee eae % 8634@89 8734 87% 
No. 1 white wheat.. 89 89 @91 9034 88% 
MO, SCOP .sc5ccss00 5% 45%@46 46 45% 


No. 8 yellow corn.. 48% 48 @48% 48 48% 
No. 3 white oats.... 88 38 @38%4 38% 38 


BO; BIG vecssscccccs 58% 58'44@59 59 58 
RECEIPTS Dee. 6, 

Dec. 5. Nov. 28. 1902. 
EE nescvencccese 6,200 4,700 8,000 
WOE, WB s osesinccdece 182,116. 18,000 89,958 
oe eer 139,773 34,070 49.372 
CREE vacss cocccucese 69,315 66,232 67,366 
Py Ms oershoccacanss 8,387 10,106 17,294 

SHIPMENTS 

iy ee 8,600 1,600 6,200 
WORE, DOE ssc cccccccses 681 23,112 15,578 
ORs Rc vesccsccccces 27,481 11,427 14,142 
TORENT DUB s scccrs cosscnce 18,951 21,117 16,843 
JS eae 7,874 9,709 5,475 
DETROIT STOCKS Dec. 6, 

Dec. 5. Nov. 28. 1902 
Wheat, bus............321,472 182,165 667,996 
Oe eee in5,248 148,839 65,169 
DC TMD cca scccancees 175,839 194,004 57,395 
Barley, bus............ 18,747 18,310 22,155 





BVO. DUS... ccccccccccee 12,736 21,382 84,486 


Chicago 


Dec. 8.—[ Special Tefegram. |—There is 
a moderate demand for flour, with val- 
ues somewhat higher than on Saturday, 
owing to a firm cash wheat market. 
City millers are asking $3.95@4 per bbl 
bulk for spring patent at their mills. 
They report sales in this market some- 
what slow but a fair movement to cen- 
tral and eastern states. All grades of 
soft and hard winter wheat flour are 
higher in price though 10c is the limit. 
Quotations are: 


SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 


Leading Minneapolis brands, % 

sacks or wood, per 196 lbs, Chicago 

terms, to jobbers, less lic being 

allowed for brokerage ............. $5.00@.... 
Minnesota hard wheat patent ue 
* gacks or wood, per 196 lbs.......... 4.30@4.50 
Minnesota hard wheat straight, 140 

RES NRE ESE a 8.75@4.00 
Minnesota clear, 140 lbs jute -. 3.10@8.25 
Second clear, 140 lbs jute 2.40@2.50 






Low grade, 140 lbs jute [) 2/20@2:35 
Red-dog, 140 Ibs jute.,................ 2.05@2.20 
WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 
Patents, southern, 196 lbs jute....... 4.10@4.25 
Straights, southern, 196 lbs jute..... 8.85@4.05 
Clear, southern, 196 Ibs jute......... 8.85@8.55 
Patents, Wisconsin, 196 lbs jute..... 8.80@8.95 
Straights, Wisconsin, 196 lbs jute... 3.50@3.70 
Clear, Wisconsin. jute ............... 8.10@8.25 


~ 


Dec. 5. — BUCKWHEAT FLOUR — 
Sales continue fairly satisfactory and 
prices range from $2.30 to $2.40 per 100 
lbs in grain bags. 

MILLFEED—With the close of the 
week values were somewhat stronger 
and the demand somewhat improved 
over the week before. Millers who were 
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CORRESPONDENTS 


obtaining $14.75 per ton bulk for bran 
the previous week were asking $15 Sat- 
urday and $15.50 per ton bulk for stand- 
ard middlings and $16 for a better grade 
bulk. Sales were made to the central 
states and some inquiry was received 
from southern buyers. 


RYE FLOUR— For fancy grades of 
Wisconsin made pure white patent flour 
as high as $2.87% per bbl in jute sacks 
of 140 lbs was asked Saturday and $2.80 
(@2.85 for similar grades was the aver- 
age quotation. Dark or blended grades 
ranged at lower quotations, according 
to their quality. Rye millers, as a rule, 
were pretty well supplied with offers 
and the offerings here have been exceed- 
ingly light. 


CORN GOODS—Chicago seems to be 
about the poorest market local millers 
can find in disposing of their grits, buy- 
ers offering 86@88c per 100 lbs, while 
eastern buyers and foreign importers 
are bidding 88@90c. Hominy feed is 
held at $16.75@17.25 per ton bulk with 
sales fairly satisafctory. 


MILLING WHEAT -- Local receipts 
for the week amounted to 917,800 bus, 
compared with 709,100 a year ago, and 
shipments for the week showed a consid- 
erable gain over the corresponding week 
a year ago, the total being 1,646,530 bus 
and in 1902, 644,740. A considerable 
quantity of wheat was sold last week to 
eastern millers, including northern 
spring grades and hard winter grades. 
The market Saturday for No. 1 north- 
ern in store was nominally 817%,@82%c 
while No. 3, spring was quoted at 78@ 
82c for fair to choice varieties. No. 2 red 
winter wheat in store was offered at 
nominally 86@86%c and No. 3, red, fresh 
arrivals, at 83@86c,while No. 2 hard was 
quoted at 81@82c. 

Receipts and shipments for the week 
were: 


RECEIPTS 
Dec. 5, Nov. 28, Dec. 6, 
1903. 1908. 1902. 
Flour, bbls......... 205,055 147,077 188,815 
Wheat, bus......... 917,800 1,322,120 709,100 
GOR, DEE. cccscecce 1,266,200 1,2 900 1,038,570 
OS Se 1,490,648 1,262,629 1,842,450 
Oe See 7 465 ¥ 154,184 
Barley. bus........- 783,743 767,650 454,297 
SHIPMENTS 

Flour, bbls......... 148,844 138,915 114,862 
Wheat, bus......... 1,646,524 640,679 644,471 
Corn, bus. ... 1,432,625 1,184, 776,423 
OREM TE Geccnccsiscse 1,117,910 840,579 1,588,451 
oN a 21,049 As 65,267 
Barley, bus......... 180,265 108,894 108,400 


The detailed stocks in the various 
ositions were as follows Nov. 30, in 





ushels: Public Private 

elevators. elevators. Total. 
Lo) ee 2,379,000 3.417,000 5,796.000 
ee eae ians ea eeeh 850,000 2,266,000 8,116,000 
a A ee A 1,258,000 1,869,000 3,125,000 
i cscanccsnsoentates 195,000 178,000 878,000 
ake wena tae ean enen 168,000 885,000 498,000 

Milwaukee 


Dec. 8.—[{Special Telegram.]—Flour 
quotations today, per 196 lbs, in wood, 
are as follows: 

Hard spring patent, wood........... $4.50@4.60 
Hard spring straight, wood 4.25@4.85 
Export patent, sacks........... 





Export straight, sacks............... 8.65@38.75 
First clear, SACKS. ......cccccccsccccce 8.380@3.40 
Second clear, SACKS..........ccsccces 2.25@2.45 
Low grade, city, 98 lbs, sacks........ 2.10@2.30° 
Rye flour, city, 196 Ibs, wood......... 8.10@8.20 
Rye flour, country, 98-lb sacks...... 2.60@2.80 


These prices are quoted f. o. b. Milwaukee. 
A discount of 20c per bbl from prices in 
wood is made on flour in 140-lb jute, 98-lb 
jute and 98-lb cotton sacks. 
* 

Dec. 5.—MILLFEED— Was 25@50c per 
ton higher under the influence of a brisk 
shipping demand, the volume of orders 
from the east showing the most marked 
gain. Sacked bran ranged at $15@15.50, 
standard fine middlings at $15.25@15. 75, 
flour middlings at $18.75, red-dog at $19 
(@19.50 and rye feed at $15. 50. Offerings 
were only moderate in volume and con- 
siderably less than the requirements for 
immediate shipment. At the close, how- 
ever, prices fell back 25c. 


WHEAT—Was stronger and the mar- 
ket closed 2c higher for choice milling 
grades, while the ordinary and poor 
qualities were dull at former prices. 
Buyers were indifferent to everything 
except sound varieties of spring and 
hard winter, which were in moderate 
supply and barely suflicient to take care 
of the milling trade. No. 1 northern 
ranged at 83(@85c, No. 2 at 81@83%c, No. 
8 spring at 70@79¢, No. 4 at 65@72c, not 
graded at 77@79c, No.2 hard winter at 
79c and No. 3 winter at 74c. 
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RY E—Was firm for choice, dry sam- 
ples, but low grades, thin and musty 
were neglected, and sellers found it 
difficult to place them. Receipts were 
only moderate and the quality mixed. 
Sales ranged at 56% @57c for No.1, 55@ 
56%e No. 2 and 51@52c No. 3. 

CORN—Was buoyant and 1% @2c high- 
er under the influence of a brisk ship- 
ping and local demand. Receipts were 
light during the week and buyers found 
it difficult to fill orders. No. 3 ranged 
at 45'4@48c, No.3 yellow at 46%(@48c, and 
new at 47c and No. 4 at 43@46c. 


OATS—Were steady, the market be- 
ing narrow and demand limited to the 
best grades, which were in light supply. 
Poor and ordinary qualities were neg- 
lected until the end of the week, when 
purchasers became less critical. Stand- 
ard ranged at 37@37%c, No. 3 white at 
344@37¢c, No. 3 at 33@35%e and No. 4 at 
34c. Offerings here were moderate. 

The movement of flour, grain and 
millfeed last week was, with compari- 
sons, as follows: 








RECEIPTS 
Dec. 5, Nov. 28, Dec. 6, 
1908. 1903. 1902. 
Flour, bbls. - 98,850 103,425 180,325 
Wheat, bus . 260,480 274,560 201,600 
oo | ee 21,850 14,250 17,100 
Ce eee 127,400 132,700 81,500 
Barley, bus......... 672,650 695,950 000 
Bis BED rsacsvecnece 600 27,200 26,400 
PROG, SORB. 266066055 2,604 2,029 356 
SHIPMENTS 

Flour, bbls 161,105 96,590 168,840 
Wheat, bus.. 64,360 31,960 30,950 
oe ee 5,525 4,750 5,750 
OS eer 286,880 124,147 69,1'0 
Barigy, DUS .....005. 595,550 263,300 886.577 
Bes DOB, occ ccvccssce 5,350 1,600 26,300 
Weed, Cons ... 0.056% 7,999 7,084 6,952 





Buffalo 


Dec. 8.—[Special Telegram. }]—Prices 
unchanged. Demand continues fair for 
for springs. Winter wheat flour is 
strong. Millfeed steady with better in- 
quiry. Quotations, per 196 lbs in wood, 
are: 
4.60@4.90 





Patent, winter......... 4.385@4.75 

Straight, winter 8.90@4.10 

Clear, winter.......... 8.60@38.75 

tons ss esees knee asec be. ceee 3.25@3.70 
¥* ¥* 


Dec. 5.—MILLFEED—Quotations to- 
day are: 












a ee 
Standard middlings.. 
Spring mixed feed...... 
Flour middlings.... 
Winter bran, fancy...... 
Winter middlings ........ 
Winter middlings. fancy 





Winter mixed feed...... 20.00 
Hominy feed...... 20.25 
Gluten feed......... 23.25 
Red-dog flour, 140-1 21.75 
Cornmeal, coarse 20.00 
Oilmeal, car lots.. 22.00 


Cottonseed meal............... ae 24.75 
Kolled oats, barrel, wood.. 


SPRING WHEAT — meepstael of- 
fered now seems to have a string at- 
tached to it. All subject to conditions 
either of elevating charges, storage, or 
immediate shipment. The limit today 
was 2c over New York May for No. 1 
northern on the way, and 2°%<c to be 
shipped, afloat and in store 2c, with 
really little doing, except under condi- 
tions which make those quotations 
nominal. Winter wheat scarce and 
higher. Country millers are paying 79c 
and the same wheat here would bring 
87c local billed. White wheat is bring- 
ing higher prices. 


No. l northern, Duluth, c.1.f.. 2. G88 
No. 1 northern, spot, car lots....... .... a9 
WO, 9 FOG, OF tFACK......ccccccccccecs 87 @89 
No. 2 white, on track........ccccccces 87 @88 
CORN—So little corn coming this 


way on track that sellers are squeezing 
all they can out of buyers who have 
been holding off for lower prices. Old 
and new clean up on track, but store 
corn is dull owing to scarcity of cars. 
No. 2 yellow, old, sold today at 53%e; 
No. 3 yellow, 53c; No. 4 yellow, 52c; No. 
2 corn, 52c; No. 3 corn, 51%c, through 
bliied. New No.4 yellow, 48%c; No.3 
corn, 49¢c; No. 4, 47%c; cool and sweet, 
45c; no grade, 44c, through billed. No. 
2 yellow, 8%c; No. 3 yellow, 7%c; No. 2 
corn, 7c, over Chicago May. 

OATS—Higher; light receipts and 
good demand, No. 2 white, 40%c; No. 3 
white, 39%c; No. 4 ge 39c; No. 2 
mixed, 3k¢; No. 3 mixed %e, through 
billed. Store No. 3 white. : 39 41a 40e, 

BARLE Y—Maltsters are taking a fair 
amount when quality is suitable, not 
dickering so much as to price, but only 
the better grades are wanted. Common 
stuff, after being rejected, is offered 
away down. C.i.f. western quoted 52a 
6ie. State sold at 64a@b6c. 

RYE—Strong. Track No. 1 sold at 
61%c, and No, 2, 6le. Store held at 60%e 
for No. 1, 
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Duluth 


Dec. 7.—Quotations to jobbers for car 
orround lots of flour net per 196 lbs 
f.o.b. mills are: 

Monday. Year ago. 





First patent, wood...... $4.85@4.55  38.70@3.85 
Second patent, wood... 4. eter 8.60@8.75 
Straight, wood........... 8.50@8.65 
Fancy clear, jute........ 2.50@2.65 
Export clear, jute. .... 2.30@2.55 
Low grade, jute.......... : 2: 05@2. 15 1.80@ 1.90 
FLOUR OUTPUT 
1908. bbls. 1902, bbls. 1901, bbls. 


Dec. 5.. 25,149 Dec. 6.. 32,140 Dec. 7.. 


Noves.. 37,3885 Nov.29.. 47,040 Nov. 30.. 23:520 


Nov.21.. 36.120 Nov. 22.. 49,730 Nov.28.. 26,240 
Nov.14.. 38.665 Nov. 15.. 46,300 Nov. 16.. 40,700 
; EXPORTS 
Dec. 5... 8,500 Dec. 6.. 38,790 Dec. 7.. 
Nov. 28.. 20,850 Nov. 29.. 16,000 Novy. 30.. 21,000 
Nov. 21.. 5590 Nov.22.. 32,795 Nov. 23.. 21,000 
Nov. 14.. 14,810 Nov.15.. 25,480 Nov. 16.. 38,785 
MILLFEED-—Is in fair demand with 
prices well sustained and millers are 
able to find a ready sale for all they 
produce. Millers ask the following 
prices per ton 200-lb sacks car lots: 
Monday. Year nee. 
Bran, 200-lb sacks.. ..$14.75@ 15.25 ¥ 
Shorts, 200-lb sacks.. 15 75@16.25 
Middlings, 200-lb 
od  e s 15.75@ 16.25 15.75@..... 
Mixed feed........... 16.25@ 16.75 14.00@..... 
Where 100-lb sacks are ordered, 50c per 
ton is added. 
Closing prices of coarse grain today 
were as follows: 
Oats—To arrive, 344c; track, 344c. 
Rye—To arrive, 58c; track, 58c. 
Barley—Sample,34@852c. 
WEEK’S RECEIPTS 
Dec. 5. Nov. 28, Dec. 6, 
1903. 1908. 902. 





Ce 1 
Wheat......... 1,117,177 1,316,743 1,806,811 
SO itive sebsc%s 72,719 164,837 16,037 
a eecseas 130,372 216,177 166.423 
| 46,551 48,072 15,496 
Piasawk Meawes 1,100, 94 i 
SHIPMENTS 

Whoeat......<5. 1,390,085 1,831,443 2,557,744 
Sr 359,813 51,673 118,301 
Barley......... re 665 185,744 799,457 
| 145,911 25,562 108,879 
Flaxseed...... 1,826,183 2,105,775 925,740 


Receipts and shipments of grain for 
the month of November were as follows 
with comparisons: 











RECEIPTS 
1903 1902 
Wheat 7,617,875 8,025,958 
PGB chica cresisisacsiesvevese 1,072.537 208,4' 
Bastey 1,249,101 1,473,330 
ye 217,575 136,252 
rE casaod 5,327,120 4,447,028 
Total 15,484,208 14,285,972 
SHIPMENTS 
Wheat -- 8,024,155 6,340,418 
Oats... - 1,012,471 228,961 
Barley 1,815,182 1,469,705 
Rye.... . 239,649 100,313 
F jiaxseed. 5,054,694 4,408,927 
OGRE c cine earevacnacees 16,146,141 12,558,324 


DULUTH OUTPUT AND EXPORTS 


The flour output and direct foreign 
flour shipments of Head-of-the-Lakes 
mills for the calendar year, with com- 
parisons are shown in the attached ta- 
bles: 








OUTPUT 

1903, 1902, 1901, 
bbls. bbls. bbls. 

CO ic ccsdscede 86,070 70,250 8, 
ee 61,475 76,045 14,475 
OO er 86,615 98,230 25,890 
CO Ae pear 108,230 100,510 19,510 
MME co acuswicsvcncees 119,770 174,755 37,080 
SN Civn'ckn ko sweneo dak 100,190 155.610 73,720 
IE cassia wevennasewss 75,915 167,585 69,670 
Pe sccncdvcnnsaves 53,070 214,605 73,355 
September.......... 82,970 180,830 116,170 
eae 194,770 217,490 173,900 
November........... 149,030 238,21 164,645 
Eleven months....1,108,105 1,704,110 776,965 
DMOONINOS .o ecvacecd  ai0s00% 105,510 83,640 
OE cad cieheneaks 1,809,620 860,605 


SRUOIS 6 occicvcceasve 


44, 705 2,300 
February... 

















March...... 27,385 4,220 
fo ere 66,350 1,250 
BUR sans aes 87,045 6,180 
Pv sddcciesesceueses 76,535 23.925 
| Ra 105,055 25,620 
OO ee ae 102,655 29,571 
September .......... 64,210 88,940 
October...... aiatg 2 86,320 63,990 
November 118,440 117,670 
Eleven months... 870,615 817,450 316,705 
DORE ccicccnscs evcacce 60,505 63,220 
WO. ocsecnveonsds  wacanne 877.955 879,925 


WHEA'T—May has advanced a cent in 
price this last week with December 4c 
off. ‘There has been fairly good buying, 
especially before the close of naviga- 
tion but the marketis now quite dull. 
Cash wheat has evened off and is now 
selling without premium. RKeceipts are 
expected to show a great decline at once 
as most country elevators are sending 
to Minneapolis and there is no wheat 
now sold to arrive at Duluth. Grain 
men here look for a quiet winter in all 
branches of the business. Stocks of 
wheat at the Head of the Lakes are 891,- 
4€0 bus, compared with 1,246,107 the week 
before and 2,660,143 a year ago. ‘That 
week there was a "decrease of 87,529 bus, 


this week the decrease has been 345,647. 
Closing prices for the week have been 
as follows: 


—To 

Mond onalay” Be “aed 7 ae 

onday........ 4, “4, 74. 
Tuesday....... an 8155 80% ay 8054 
Wednesday... 80% 81% 7954 ise 80% 
Thursday...... 80% 81% 80% T0884 8134 
Friday......... 80°46 82% 80% wee 82 
Saturday ) 81% 6] 79% 81% 
Monday........ 82 80% 19% 8% 
Dec. 8, 1902.. 72% 7154 7154 74% 





FLAXSEED—Has been fairly steady, 
with the end of the period *<c over last 
Monday. The cash flax premium soon 
went off and cash and December have 
been at parity. July has been traded, 
starting in at a cent over May on 'Tues- 
day. Flax is now 22c under the price 
this date last year. The market is heavy 
and will be dull all winter. Not so 
large a part of the seed held at the Head 
of the Lakes went east as was expected, 
and elevators go into the winter with 
nearly 4,000,000 bus on hand. ‘The Great 
Northern steel house holds about a 
third of this amount. There are now in 
store at the Head of the Lakes 3,808,734 
bus of flaxseed, compared with 4,034,047 
the week before and 1,836,779 last year. 
Closing prices have vig as gi 





Cash. To arrive. July. 
Monday..... $ .97 : $ “it % 90% ons Saeeto 
Tuesday..... 9534 9534 99% 
Wednesday. 95°4 ony 9534 9952 10 
Thursday... 96 96 96 1.00 1.00 
i 9644 9614 9644 1.00% 1.004 
Saturday.... 9544 95% 95% 99% 9934 
Monday..... 95% 95% 95% . 99% 1.00 
Dec. 8, 1903.. . 1.16 1.16 E16) Sse. sss: %s 

Baltimore 


Dec. 8.—[ Special Telegram.] — Flour 
continues firm, but there is no improve- 
ment in the demand, which is about as 
small as it could well be. Quotations 
at the close today are as follows, per 196 
lbs in wood: 


I os ons coun siseansesewe anes ---$3.10@8.50 
Rio brands of extra....... «+. 4.80@4.45 
be eS eee --- 3.10@3.20 






WINGOr OXETOs. 625 cccccees< see paue 3.35@3.60 
We re ncosnso0s'0s0 cocci --- 8.75@4.00 
te IIE ncs's vases ceosesoonece 4.00@4.15 
Li ge eee 4.40@4.55 
Winter patent, special stencils..... 4.55@4.65 


CIibY MUTIS GUNEOL.... ..cccccccsccce 
og a 
City mills’ straight..........c0e. 
City mills’ second patent........ 
City mills’ patent................. 
Hard winter clear........ 
Hard winter straight............. 
Hard winter patent ........... .. 
cee thes biusidiv chad uber 
SN ONUNIND oso 65csc case cceesvaewes 
Spring patent...... 
Spring patent, special stencils 
* ps 


Dec. 5.—WH EAT—Firm but dull, clos- 
ing 14ec higher on cash, lc on December 
and %<c on May than a week ago. No.2 
red western is le over contract grade. 
The stock of wheat increased 48,000 bus. 
Export sales were confined to a few 
loads of steamer No. 2 red, the advance 
in grain and freight killing business. 
Southern wheat is unchangedon all 
grades compared with last week, with 
arrivals fair as to quantity but very ir- 
regular as to quality and the best of 
them going principally to the millers. 
Speculation is more bearish than other- 
wise, but pending the epidemic of ma- 
nipulation and bull fever, local operat- 
ors are keeping hands off. Receipts 





were 247,650 bus; clearances, 104,000; 
stock, 642,681. 

Closing prices: Last year. 
No. 2 red spot.......... 874 @87% Tasat, 
No. 2 west spot .. - 88%4@88% 74%@ 








No. 8 red spot.. 


8314 @83%%4 m4@7iiz 
Steamer No. 2 spot. 


764784 71 @71% 








So. by sample. 73 @87 6640@74% 
So. on grade. . 79 @87 714%@a74% 
December......... 874 @8T% 74% @74% 
RS Eee 88 @88%4 visy, e@Te% 
OCT anccoshicasae ce 89 @89% a 

| OO RE caueibnmnae ae 8 @....  Oaeiz 


CORN—F¥irm but inactive, closing %e 
higher on cash, le on year and 14c on 
January than previous figures. Stock 
increased 101,865 bus. Export engage- 
ments were only about 25 loads. New 
southern corn is a dent higher as to out- 
side quotations and \c as to inside lim- 
its on both white and yellow than the 
figures of last week, with arrivals lib- 
eral and going mostly to the shippers. 
Speculation is bearish, operators be- 
lieving that the advance is in sympathy 
with wheat and only temporary. Re- 
ceipts were 547,237 bus; clearances, 299,- 
999; stock, 519, 640. 





Closing’ prices: Last year. 
SR Aa . 49 @49% Mets 
a 2 white spot - 49 @49% 

Steamer, mixed........ 46 @46% Biifase" 
New, white............... 4034@48% 46°4 2@54% 
New, yellow............ 40*%4048% 16454 
December............++- 49 @49% 

WN aiaesadescduaceceescs 484 48% baiZa: 5314 
Be EO 48 @484% 49%@49% 


MILLFEED — Slightly higher on 
spring bran; otherwise unchanged with 
demand generally dull at the following 
quotations: lightweight winter bran, 
per ton bulk, $18; medium, $17.50; 
heavy, $17; brown middlings, $17.50; 
spring bran, per ton in 200-lb sacks, $18 
(18.25; per ton in 100-lb sacks, $1¢.50@ 


December 9, 1903 


18.75; city mills’ middlings, per ton in 
bulk delivered, $18.50. 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


meee and shipments of flour, wheat 
and millfeed at Baltimore from Jan, 1 
to Dec. 1, 1902 and 1903, were as follows; 


Flour, —_ Millfeed, 





Receipts— bbls, tons, 
SS ae 698,534 11 sit, 312 18,767 
er eer 8,817,069 4,984.1 17,954 

Increase........ Se. -wasvee 4,187 

Decrease....... ‘ 6,398,044 Hr . 

Shipments— 

|. SSP ae 2,832,945 9,364,105 2.480 
Oren .-. 2,991,558 2,748,022 7,786 
Increase pd Berrrer 5,406 

PORTO Oaissice" Seseses 6, 616,088 


The movement of corn was as follows 
in bushels: 
Receipts. Shipmeits. 


[ES Aerie a 779,368 1,549,477 
DUN osc boii s 8055366 be Sons 18,965,288 16,980 177 
PHO ORNC sat seins: b25e08 15,185,920 15,880.700 





Philadelphia 


Dec. 8.—[ Special Telegram. |—Flou: is 
firm and from 5c to 10c higher. Trade 
is quiet, however. Flour is steady, but 
demand is light. The following are o- 
day’s quotations, per 196 lbs in wood 







A 8 ee ae $3.10@: 30 
Winter extra............ See Se bene eee 8.30@*.50 
*Kansas clear ........... + - 8.60@:.75 
*Kansas straight... eS tiekGes tesaes heen’ 8.90@ +00 
pe Be eee 4.20@+.25 
Pennsylvania clear................. -- 8.60@: 75 
Pennsylvania ee eiweweedeus 8.80@ { 00 
WNGOETS GUO wo hele kiev cscs soed veeees 8.65@:: 80 
Western straight.................. oo. 8.90@4 15 
bode ene ere 4.25@ + 50 
ccs cdsccseusencecessescce 8.75@ 5.00 
Rp REEEE MEMNEIENG  Soncces'sees cesses eeuae 4.30@+ 50 
EE Oi noe c'eec i Scroccandsescdes 4.65@ 4.30 
Spring patent, favorite brands...... 4.85@ 6.00 


City mills, choice and fancy patent 4.75@! 00 
City mills, regular grades— 





Winter, clear 8.75@5 90 
Straight........ 4.00@ 4.20 
forere i ehces Sree 4.00@4 25 
Wis sina s cy cneeee ss 00s ee beehen 4.26@ 4.50 

*Per 196 ibs in sacks. 


 * 


Dec. 5.—Receipts of flour during the 
week, 11,731 bbls, and 22,510,051 ibs in 
sacks. Exports, 1,025 tons to Rotter- 
dam, 1,719 tons to Liverpool, and 66,126 
sacks to London. 

RYE FLOUR—Offerings light and 
prices steady, with a fair demand 
Quotations, $3.35 per 196 lbs in wood for 
choice Pennsylvania. 

BUCKWHEAT FLOUR — ge 
fairly liberal, but demand about oe 
to the offerings of choice stock, a: 
prices steady at $2.20@2.40 per 100 lbs : 
sacks, 

MILLFEED—Receipts of bran for tiie 
west light, but not much wanted, as the 
city mills were supplying the bulk of 
local trade wants. Dealers report a 
good demand at interior points, and 
stuff to arrive is firmer. Quotations: 
Winter bran in bulk per ton: 

Oet OOD oss so senaanseasaeaens easiness $18.50@ 19. 


To arrive, prompt shipment.... 18.50@1)).\\0) 
Spring bran in 200-lb sacks per ton: 

SOIR, wicca ahs catnns cos ue ssa cc tenes 18.50@.. 

DO GETIVS. GIR TEAL «00.0 vcvcccscvcce ane 18.5 


To arrive, lake-and-rail.......... ..... 
Spring bran in 100-Ib sacks, 50c POM TIEL, bap 
City mills products per ton: 

Bran in 100-Ib sacks............... 19.00@.. 


CORN—The market developed liti 
change during the week. Receipts ; 
new corn very light, and local trade 
mand absorbed all offerings at 48@! 
per 70 lbs for cob, and 47@48c as 
quality per bushel for shelled corn, O 
No. 2 yellow scarce and firm, closing 
shade higher, at 534% @54c per bu. 
moderate inquiry for export, but forei 
limits, as a general thing, below 
workable basis and little business 


‘= 





sulted. Receipts, 72,802 bus; expor' 
209,226; stock, 118,258. Quotations: 

Close Last 

In export elevator— Saturday. week 

No. 2 48'44@48%  484@4 

. 46°4@ 47% 474@4 

e 454@ 45% 464@4 

No. 2 yellow on track.. 584@54 63 @5 


CORN PRODUCTS—Demand m¢« 
active and prices firm and higher un¢ 
light offerings. Quotations per 200 ! 


in wood 

Granulated yellow meal.............. $2.90@: 
Granulated white meal............... 2.80@: 
Yellow table meal 

White table meal.......... 


White corn flour.... 
Yellow corn flour. 
Pearl hominy....... ° 
OATMEAL—Demand light and pric 
weaker under increased pressure to se 
Quotations: 
Ground oatmeal, wood.............. 5.254 
Rolled, st’m and kiln- dried, wood.. 4.60@: 
Patent-cut, wee a8. 5 


Pea pen " 

WH APE The emarket sivcie “un 
light carina and bullish speculati 
in the west, and prices advanced 1 
per bu. V alues on this side of the 
tantic are above a parity with tho 
abroad and exporters have few, if a! 
workable orders. Competing countri 





are now satisfying the bulk of Euro} 
an requirements. Offerings of wheat «1 
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December 9, 1903 


the spot very small and choice grades 
of both spring and winter wanted by 
millers at full prices. Receipts, 100,265 
bus; exports, 151,803; stock, 149,856. 
Quotations: 
WINTER WHEAT 
Close Saturday. Week ago. 


No. 2 red, December...... 87@87% 85'4@85%4 
CAR LOTS 

No. 2 Pennsylvania red . 88@88%4 864@86% 
No. 2 Delaware red....... 88@884 8614@86% 
No. 2 WSOisxvrepesvigessisiss 87@87%, 85%4@85 
Steamer No. 2 red........ 88@838%  8144@81% 
No.3 POE coud an; accicndv ct s2@82% 4,@30 

BejeOtew Bvicesicarcs. st T8@78% 76% @76% 
RejeOtOS We, cavcccascivess 72@72% 704 @70% 


SPRING WHEAT 
No. lnorthern, Duluth.. 98%@94 = 
No. 2northern, Duluth.. 9144@92 54@91 

CATS—The market declined Kc early 
in ‘he week under liberal offerings, but 
afterwards recovered and closed ec 
hicher under stronger western advices 
and a better demand. Receipts, 55,235 







bus; exports, nothing; stock, 123,043. 
Prices compare as follows: 
Close = Last week 
No 2whiteclipped...... .... @42% - + @42 
2 white natural.. .@41%  ....@41 
-.@40% @40 
.@ 40 .@39% 
Re. ected white .......... 8754@89 37. @88 





New York 


bec. 8.—[ Special Telegram.]— The 
flour market has been featureless this 
week, with little or no change in prices, 
and feed has been equally dull. The 
meeting to discuss the question of de- 
livering all grades of sound grain on 
coutracts and the delivery of grain in 
other markets at allowances, was an ex- 
citing one largely atttended and there 
was much discussion for and against 
action. The matter was referred toa 
special committee with instructions to 
consider the plan of delivering all 
sound grain on contracts and in deliv- 
ered to be included grain in Buffalo. 
Quotations per 196 lbs are: 


Sacks. Wood. 
Spring clear ............. $3.35@3.55 (@3.85 
Spring straight.......... 8.75@4.00 4.05@ 4.35 
Spring patent............ 4.20@4.45 4.556@4.75 
Sprite PGF 26sec cccetecs 4.50@4.75 4.80@5.05 
Low grade winters ....... 2.85@8.10 3.15@3.50 
Winter GIOBE oscceccccvees 3.25@8.40 8.55@38.75 
Winter straight.......... 8.75@8.85 8.95@4.10 
Winter patent ........... 8.85@4.00 4.20@4.40 
Winter fancy............. 4.05604 ¢ 4.40@ 4.60 
Kansas patent........... 4.00@4.05 cons@Picee 
Kansas straight ........ 3.80@38.85 ee ee 
Kansas clear............- 3.24@38.60 aes 


*% *¥ 


Dec. 5.— MILLFEED— Rather quiet 
this week. City mills report a fair bus- 
iness. Western feed has been held more 
firmly, possibly owing to freight condi- 
tions, and the price has been advanced. 
Quotations: 


Coarse bran, 200 lbs, to arrive..... $...02 @19.00 
Coarse bran, 200 Ibs, SpOt........... ..0. @18.50 
” "ie middlings, 200 lbs, to ar- 

A ee EA RR rr ee rer @19.00 
Flo be middlings, 200 lbs, toarrive ..... @21,25 
Red-dog, 140 lbs, to arrive......... 22.50@ 23.00 
Bulk spring bran, Ee ee @18.00 
Bulle Wiel Misc as sc vcvccccesseces 18.25@ 21.25 
Olty DEM BI TOG voces cess cscsceccess 18.00@ 18.50 
Cl6y BOGUT. Desc caccesccccnescess SMEMas ass 
City middlings, 200 Ibs.... ......... 22.00@ 24.50 
WO GIG MOOG ves nsc0vndd sacsecxece 25.50@..... 


VHEAT—Has been irregular and very 
firm, developing the best prices of the 
season at the close of the week. The 
advance was partially due to manipula- 
tion of December, but this did not affect 
May. Export demand has been some- 
what better. Cash wheat closed very 
strong, contract wheat of course being 
in‘iuenced by the strength in December. 


“ORN—Has also been strong and 
more active, both cash and futures. Ex- 
port demand has been rather cautious, 
but this has had little influence against 
the rather moderate offerings, and ex- 
ce.lent general buying of futures. 

ATS—Trade has been good for spot 
deiivery with the market a little irregu- 
ar. Some of the low grades have been 
hard to sell, showing an undertone of 
: ikness, while others have been very 
Irm,. 

_ tYE FLOU R—There is a quiet, steady 
fe-ling in the market with very little 
chage in prices, quotations this week 
be ng given at $3.20@3.50 for ordinary to 


: CKWHEAT FLOU R—The demand 
is rather disappointing, considering the 
co'd weather, but local stocks aresmall, 
aid spot goods have been advanced to 
$2..55@2.40, with to arrive at $2.30 in car 


ORN GOODS—The firmness of spot 
co‘rn has given a steadier undertone to 
the market, although prices have not 
ye: been influenced to any extent. Only 
4 !noderate amount of new business is 


reported. Quotations: 

ily GUGM BN ct sanskcsgaacsncceanar $2.85@8.00 
Hi OT See co en a ae 2.75@8.00 
Granulated yellow, bbl.............. 2.90@3.10 
Granulated white, bbl........... . 2 75@38.00 
I''ne yellow, 100-lb sacks.. 1,35@1.40 
Fine white, 100-lb sacks... 1.27@1.40 








-@1, 


Brewers’ meal, 100-lb sacks ® 
+--+ @1,08 


Grits, 100-Ib sacks.............- 
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Boston 


Deé. 8.—[ Special Telegram. ]—Market 
firmer on spring and winter wheat 
flours, with not much business done at 
the higher prices. Millfeed firm, with 
a quiet demand. Quotations on flour, 
per 196 lbs, are: 
bat Minnesota and — 

atent $4.80@5.10 





Ohio BBG okt coveccccsess «+. 4.60@4.75 
Ohio straight................ 20@4 35 
eT ee ae 8.85@4.10 
Michigan patent........... 4.50@4.70 
Michigan straight 4.10@4.20 
Michigan clear.... 3.75@8.95 
Indiana patent............ 4.60@4.75 
Indiana straight .......... 4.20@4 35 
Indiana clear ............... 8.85@4.10 
New York patent..................... 4.25@4.40 
New York straight.................... 3.90@4.05 
PRE CORIO. sets gsieceessceecus cess 3.75@3.95 
FEE HOON oo 055 6b scr cceerécceves 4.40@4.65 


* * 

Dec. 5.—MILLFEED—A better de- 
mand for millfeed in transit or at near-by 
points. Market a shade firmer. Cot- 
tonseed and linseed meal in moderate 
demand and held steady. Buffalo glu- 
ten feed unchanged. Hominy feed slow 
of sale. Quotations 


Middlings,200-lb sacks, per ton....$19.25@24 4 


Bran, winter 200-lb sacks, perton.. ..... @19. 

Bran, spring, 200-lb sacks....... --- 19.00@ 19:38 
Red-dog, 140-lb sacks............... «-+-. @24.25 
Mixed feed, 200-1b sacks............ 20.75@ 22.50 
Cottonseed meal, sacked.......... ..... @26.25 
BUieie Ginten, DUI... oe cccccccece csced @24.00 
Buffalo gluten, sacked........2.... .....@25.50 
Hominy feed, sacked.............. coe @20.75 


CEREAL PRODUCTS—The market 
for oatmeal products is easier, with a 
decline of 30c per bbl noted. Cornmeal 
in moderate demand and easier. Rye 
and graham flours dull and unchanged. 
Quotations: 


NURI SIPEG oc oine nied a hbe aia owicie'e ceed sce $4.75@5.00 
Cut and ground oatmeal............. 5.25@5.55 
ED cbs ene sccagscsscoedeennes 8.10@ 4.00 
Ne I ies 6 scaskin ote Sir 'o ie G0 8's'6 0.8 010% adele 8.10@8,75 
Granulated cornmeal................ 2.80@8 25 
BOISE COFMMORL.. 0... 0cccscccvecccecas 2.80@3.25 
Cornmeal, commMmoOn..........-....+++ 2.85@2.40 


Receipts of flour, grain, millfeed and 
meal during the week were: 


1903. 1902. 

PS NEE 1. Gud ex swee cosines 27,008 28,854 
CN a cin cncneqees soonces 81,639 60,994 
Ws nsec ceceesveccvesces 41 419,417 
paki ~~ eralaNanawhale tana ere 167, 14,960 
RS cciassseieeskieeeens<> 93,449 121,678 
Milifeed.  Curcikeeats tere 2 282 
Cornmeal, MN a sas Kens sears a ee 
Oatmeal, oN ai geen fms 1,777 4,819 
Oatmeal. sacks................ 2,542 3.844 


Exports of flour, wheat and corn from 
Boston for the week ended Dec. 5, 
were: 








-— Flour— Wheat, Corn, 

Destination— bbls. sacks. bus. bus. 
Liverpool.... ..... 2,842 54,036 7.975 
DGBGOD .- cence! lescxe 6,990 82,757 26,000 
GIBEBOW....... cvcce De. scenes: aevkese 
Manchester.. ..... alias CREO ascenes 
Rotterdam... ..... 4,600 mane wee 25,208 
Provinces... 490 810 paaicee 80 
Totals.. 23,909 eon 629 59,268 
Since Jan. 1.. 48, i 4 956,860 6,090,160 6,968,914 
Same time’02. 59,860 1,003,420 iS 108: “000 701,421 

Montreal 
Dec. 8.—[Special Telegram.]— Ar- 


rivals of flour last week were 6,299 bbls, 
against 12,535 a week ago and 5,795 ayear 
ago. Exports were 22,318 sacks via 
Portland and 4,054 via St. John, N. B. 
The stock in store is 13,614 bbls, 


against 10,741 a year ago. Prices ex- 
store are: 

Bags. Barrels. 
Spring patents......... $2.25@2.40 $4.30@4.80 
Strong clears........... 2.15@2.25 4.30@4.50 
Winter patents........ 2.12@2.17 4.25@4.35 
90 per cent patents.... 1.95@2.00 3.90@4.00 
Straight rollers........ 1.90@1.95 8.80@38.90 
OU isso 05c she cerecous 1.70@ 1.75 3.60@8.70 

* ¥ 


Dec. 5.—MILLFEED—There is a good 
demand for Ontario bran which rules 
firm at $17.50@18in bulk. Shorts are 
stiff also at $20@20.50 and middlings at 
$21, while moullie ranges from $23 to $28, 
Manitoba bran is strong at $18, bags in- 
cluded and shorts, #20. 


WHEA'T—'The wheat situation here 
has been a steady one, prices being en- 
tirely unaffected by the fluctuation at 
Chicago. There has been some business 
in Manitoba wheat via the American 
seaboard, sales of No.3 northern having 
been made at 8c New York for Decem- 
ber shipment to Liverpool and No. 2 
northern at 89%c for prompt shipment 
to Glasgow and No, 1 northern at 96c, 
December shipment to Glasgow. 

COAKSE GRAINS—Corn is nominal 
for car lots in store at 52c, In oats, 70,000 
bus have been worked at 28@28c f.0.b. 
cars at western points for shipment to 
Glasgow and London. Rye and buck- 
wheat is nominal. 





In the wheat market, much importance 
was attached to the Ohio crop report 
when it was received Friday. It made 
the condition of wheat in that state 73, 
against 81 on Nov. 1 and 91 on Dec. 1, 
1902. Hessian fly is reported to have 
done damage, and that the plant did not 
get a good start. 


Minneapolis 


Dec. 8.—Quotations of flour asked to- 
day by local and outside mills for car or 
round lots, at Minneapolis, per 196 lbs, 
for prompt shipment were: 

Tuesday. Year ago. 
$3.65@3.85 


First patent.in wood....$4.380@4.55 @ 

Second patent, in wood 4.20@4.45  3.55@38.70 
Straight, in wood........ 4.10@4.35 3.45@8.60 
Fancy clear, jute........ 8.00@8.15 2.60@2.70 
First clear, jute......:... 2.80@2.90 2.45@2.55 
Second clear, sane bisveas 1.95@2.05 1.90@2.00 
Red-dog, jute............ 1.70@1.75 1.65@ 1.70 


Prices asked by northweetern millers 
per 280 lbs, in jute, c. i. f., including 2 
per cent commission: 












LONDON 

Tuesday. Last year. 
PRGOE «ce csccccs 25s 8d@26s 6d 2s @28s6d 
Fancy clear.... 19s 6d@20s 
First clear... 20s 6d@21s 18s 6d@18s 94 
Second clear 15s 8d@15s 9d_ 15s 8d@15s 9d 
Red-dog.......... l4s @l4séd ... @. 

LIVERPOOL Tuesday. 
Sy er err, See 25s 6d@26s 3d 
First clear, ore 20s 6d@21s 3d 
Second clear.......... 16s @lb5s 6d 
Se ee --. 18s 9d@l14s 
GLASGOW 

Po ere oe Corre . 258s 8d@26s 6d 
First clear, standard.....-..-.-. 2ls @21s3d 
Second clear --..-- 158 6d@15s 6d 
pe ee 14s @l4s 3d 


Amsterdam c. i. f. quotations of local 
and outside mills were, today, per 220% 
lbs, in guilders: 





First DIG caerscd ey esese sek wasseeyarcto 97%4@ 10% 
SECON CIEBL........cccccseccccccvses - TR@ T% 
Pn Se rere picievicusive 6%4@ 6% 


FLOUR OUTPUT 


The flour output and foreign ship- 
ments by Minneapolis mills for four 
weeks, with comparisons, are shown in 
the subjoined tables: 


FLOUR OUTPUT BY WEEKS 

1903. Bbls. 1902. Bbls. 1901. Bbls. 
Dec. 5.. 410,180 Dec. 6..346,950 Dec, 7..331,265 
Nov. 28..454,150 Novy.29..3879,755 Nov.30..353,120 
Nov. 21..864,025 Nov.22..401,185 Nov. 28..351,650 
Nov. 14..417,615 Nov.15 .367,175 Nov. 16..339,280 

FOREIGN SHIPMENTS BY WEEKS 

1903. 1902. 1901. 
Dec. 5.. 99,445 Dee. 6.. 61,175 Dec. 7.. 64,060 
Novy.28..115,625 Nov.29.. 48,415 Nov. 30.. 66,655 
Nov.21.. 90.270 Nov. 22.. 79.745 Nov. 28.. 81,216 
Nov.14.. 77,495 Nov. 15.. 77,215 Nov.16.. 55,562 


OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


The fiour output of northwestern mills 
outside of Minneapolis and Duluth has 
been by weeks in barrels: 

Week No One’ bi *y, —— Output— —Exports,— 

ending mills. b 1903. 1902. 1903, 1902. 
Sept. 5.. 37 30, 775 107,649 109.839 21,496 21,077 
Sept. 12. 37 29,000 127,156 123,607 22.581 28,988 
Sept. 19. 37 30,425 129,813 126,605 26,625 21,064 
Sept, 26. 41 27,025 130,092 125,556 5 21,784 
Oct. 3.... 38 29.450 148,257 136.686 24,897 21.830 
Oct. 10.. 37 27,975 158,141 126,308 27,387 20,886 
Oct. 17.. 89 31,650 177,199 146,116 21,400 26,518 
Oct. 24.. 38 31.125 168,571 149,356 22,439 22,043 
Oct. 31.. 38 31,075 180,002 151,670 33,690 24,716 
Nov. 7.. 39 30,000 169,846 153,514 28,551 28,820 
14. 39 30.775 181,969 149,704 30,688 26,855 
Nov. 21. 40 30,975 180,582 138,189 23,472 20,204 
Nov. 28. 41 31,025 183,813 139,500 24,114 21,155 
Dec. 5.. 85 28,800 160,545 183,740 24,456 21,284 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


London 60 days’ sight documentary 
exchange was quoted by Minneapolis 
banks as follows during the last week: 
Dec. 2...$4.7914@4.7%% Dec. 5....$4.79%@4.79%4 
Dec. 8... 4.79 4@4. 719% Dec. 7.... 4.79 @4.79% 
Dec. 4... 4.7944@4.79%% Dec.8.... 4.7944@4.79%4 

Guilders, three days’ sight, were, Déc. 8 
quoted at 39.96@40.00. 

THE MONEY MARKET 


While there is a good healthy demand 
for money, from grain carriers as wellas 
other borrowers, itis less urgent than 
heretofore, and rates of interest locally 
are slightly easier. Current rates of in- 
terest prevailing in Minneapolis are 
shown in the attached table: 

Call terminal receipts,5to l0days5 to5% 
Four to six months, terminal ele- 
WEEP POOOIEG ss ckcccesvcccrnaveccace 5 to6 





Strong indorsed elevator paper.... 6 to6% 
Strong indorsed millers’ paper.... 6 to6% 
Country elevator receipts...... -6 tos 
Country millers’ indorsed pape 6 to8 
Common local paper.............+++ 6 to8 


Local banks ask 5%@8 per cent according 
to quality of paper. 

CEREALS AND FEED 

While millfeed is comparatively quiet, 
siuce the settlement of the question of 
freight rates to the Atlantic seaboard, 
f.o.b. prices have shown greater firm- 
ness. Consequently prices, red-dog ex- 
cepted, are quoted 10@025c per ton high- 
er than a week ago. Standard mid- 
dlings have shown the most strength 
and are now quoted the same as bran. 
Ked-dog has been easier, and though to- 
day a little stronger, is selling at about 
50c per ton cheaper than it was last 
Tuesday. ‘That on track sells at a 
premium of about 25c per ton over De- 
cember shipment. 

Minneapolis car lot prices of millfeed 
today (Tuesday) for prompt shipment 
were, per 2,000 lbs: 

Bulk. _200-lb sacks. 


Standard bran....... $12.75@12.85 $13 50@13.60 
Coarse bran.......... 12.85@ 13.00 18.60@ 18.75 
Standard middlings. 12.75@ . 85 13.60@ 18.75 
Flour middlings yee 15.00@ 15.75 16.25@ 16.50 
Red-dog*.....cccccees 16.10@ 16. 35 16.90@ 17.25 


*Jute 140-lb sacks. 
In 100-Ib sacks, 50c per ton additional over 
200-lb sacks is charged. 
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The Boston basis of prices for mill- 


feed, for prompt shipment, is given 
below, in 200-lb sacks: 

Tuesday. Year ago. 
Standard bran....... $19.00@19.25 $18.00@18.25 
Coarse bran.......... 19.10@ 19.35 18. 10@ 18.25 
Standard middlings. 19.25@19.35 7.85@ 18 00 
Flour middlings..... 21.75@ 19.25@ 19.40 
Red-dog, 140-lb sacks 22. 75@28.00 21.90@22.25 


Minneapolis quotations for cereals and 
feed products, net to jobbers, are: 


Cracked corn, 2,000 Ibs, bulk...... .& 25@ 17.75 
No. 1 ground feed, 2, 000 Ibs, bulk.. 16.75@17.25 


No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 en bulk.. 17.25@17.75 
No. 8 ground feéd, 2,000 Ibs, bulk.. 17.75@18.25 
Rye feed, 2000 lbs, in 1o0-T ‘sacks.. 15.15@15.25 


Granulated yellow cornmeal, per 


ee eae $2.30@ 2.35 
Cornmeal, white, per bbl, in sacks 2.40@ 2.45 
Hominy, per von in sacks— 

Coarse...... Sadcevse Veneta ees aseewe 2.60@ 2.65 

SEO MEE ivdnteesisesatssace exes 2.70@ 2.75 
Brewers’ grits, in jute, 200 ia... 2.65@ 2.70 


Rye flour, pure, per bbl,insacks.. 2.45@ 2.55 
Rye flour, best, per bbl, in sacks.. 2.55@ 2 
Rye flour, standard, white......... 2.45@ 2. 
Graham, rye, per bbl, in sacks.... 2.45@ 2. 
Graham, wheat, pure, per bbl, sks 38.35@ 3. 
Standard graham................... 8.15@ 3 
Buckwheat flour, sacks, Olecsc. Be 5 
Rolied oats, 180 lbs, NORE So ccse sic 4.55@ 4.7! 
4 
e 





a 


Rolled oats, per bbl.in 90-lb sacks 4.35@ 


49 and 98-lb cotton. 
Screenings bulk— : 
Mill, per ton (nominal)............ 
Elevator, per ton pean - ay 
Fancy chicken feed, per to 
Chicken feed, ton, second aeadity 11.00@ 12.00 
Flaxseed screenings, per ton..... 9.00@9.! 





Buckwheat screenings, perton...  8.75@9.60 

Wild mustard seed................. 19.00@..... 
Oil cake andmeal— 

Linseed oil cake, 2,000 lbs.......... 17.00@ 

Linseed oil meal, 2,000 Ibs.......... 18.‘ 0@ 





Linsed oil, raw, gallons, cents.... 381@ 





MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN MARKETS 


Wheat for the week has shown a good 
deal of activit and prices have cov- 
ered a considerable range. Chicago 
seems to be the ‘'storm center,’’? and 
Armour is supposed to figure promi- 
nently in the speculative situation 
there. Its capital is chiefly the cash 
wheat situation in the northwest, every 
scrap of information on that subject be- 
ing eagerly sought after. The condi- 
tion or possible condition of winter 
wheat is coming in for consideration, 
and reports concerning it exert a 
marked influence on prices. In the past 
week, reports have indicated that the 
growing wheat had hardly received ade- 
quate moisture, and also that in some 
states, it was poorly protected by snow. 
The Ohio state report, giving the condi- 
tion of wheat 73 against 81one month 
ago, was in particular made capital of 
on the bull side to infuse ginger into 
the market on Friday. 

The range of December wheat in Min- 
neapolis for the week has been 1%%c; of 
May, 2c; and of July, 2c. December 
wheat in Chicago, is about 1%ec over 
Minneapolis December. 

The appended table shows closing 
price, in cents per bushel, at Minne- 
apolis, of No.1 northern, No. 2, No. 3; 
no grade and rejected; December, May 
and July wheat: 

Nov. No.1. No.2. No.3. Rej. N.G.Dec. May. July 


27.... 80% 78% 73@76 68@73 65@72 79% 80% 80% 
ee 81, 7834 73@76 68@73 62@73 794 804 80 
80.... 817, 6 9% 75@78 69@74 68@78 80% 8 817% 81% 


au 79% 7T4@77 68@76 62@72 7934 814% 80% 

. 80% 784 73@76 67@73 62@72 79% 80° 80% 
. 81% 79% 74@76 66@75 67@78 80 8134 8134 

8246 80°, 72@77 68@76 66@70 80% 824 8212 
72@77 69@76 68@75 804 82°%< 82 

TD ncwa's an 8034 T8@77 67@75 65@74 80% eb 8214 





BEA 4 19% T2@76 69@72 66@72 80% 82%¢ 8174 
2 Oe 74. * 7212 NERC. icc ap em cuke lanes al 74% 
9f.... 7744 77% T5@7% ..... mien cinala aoa e 80 

+1902. 11901. 


Receipts of wheat at Minneapolis and 
Duluth, Monday and Tuesday are shown 
in the following table in carloads: 


19038, 1902. 

OT nica co decdencsacene 1,461 1,904 
STENT 5 chub pecbendccouncsoenccaes 297 830 
nada s Sea daeccanegie sae 1,758 2,284 


Daily closing prices of No. 3 new yel- 
low corn, No. 3 white oats and No. 2 rye 
at Minneapolis during the week were: 


Corn, bu. Oats, bu. Bre. bu. 
Dec. 2.....+ 48 @.... 88%... Pe 
BGS ics GS Baxcs 3334@.... a 
Dec. 4...... 46 @.... 84 *aaaig eS 
oS See @ @.00 ate 34 50'4@ Te 
i a a 5034@.... 
Dec. 8...... 40 @.... 3330 88% 61 @.... 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


Receipts and shipments at Minneapo- 
lis during the week ended Saturday, 
with comparisons, were: 





RECEIPTS Dec. 6, 
Dec. 5. Novy. 28. 1902. 
Wheat, bus......... 8,887,060 2,885,150 3,892,640 
PIGEE, DOiBecsccceces 5,400 6,074 8,525 
28 318 172 
88,920 67,760 
478,840 280.800 
349,920 256,000 
65,610 83,200 
pS ee 270,480 818,990 259,440 
SHIPMENTS 
Wheat, bus.......... 361,000 419,520 279,000 
PIAGE, DOIG, .ccceence 874.027 450,289 847,152 


10,469 10,579 
70, 198,800 

19,780 27,900 
110,000 68,650 
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MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 

Wheat in public elevators of Minne- 
apolis, as reported by the Chamber of 
Commerce, was as follows on dates 


given in bushels: 

Dec. 5. Nov. 28. Nov. 21. 
No. l hard. 2,650 8,402 8,402 337,009 
No.l north 2,901,891 2,424,480 2,167,734 4,000,059 
No. — 391,724 536.932 470,248 1,090,587 
pe eee 2,405 2.405 1,685 80,839 
neleetea.. 56,576 56,576 56, — 469 
Nograde.. 118,980 118,980 118,980 ........ 
Spec’l bins 4,240,630 3,711,501 3,487, 302 4,019,992 


Totals... 7,726,829 6,866,276 6,317,890 9,528,946 


Dec. 6, 
1902. 





In 1901..... 14,007,014 13,206,467 12,046,516 ......... 
In 1900..... 15,673,000 14,798,000 14,378,000 ......... 
In 1899..... 12,761,000 12,683,000 12,558,000 ........- 


Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and 
Duluth for the week ended Saturday 
were in bushels (hundreds omitted): 

In store— 

1908. 1902. 1901. 1903. 1902. 
peels. > eer 8,393 2,146 7,727 9,529 
Daluth.......... 117 1,806 2,426 __ 891 _2,660 


Totals........ 4,504 5,199 4,572 "8.618 12,189 189 
MINNEAPOLIS CROP RECEIPTS 
Receipts and shipments of wheat at 
Minneapolis for the crop year, from 
Sept. 1 to Dec. 5, 1903, in bushels have 
been: 





1903. 1902. 
PE ccvccvecescecconss 37,755,640 40,097,170 
NON svn cncavcesseciis 7,688,790 5,922,780 


RECEIPTS BY GRADE 
Wheat received at Minneapolis for the 
week ended Saturday, in carloads, in- 


spected as follows: Dec. 6, 
Dec. ~ Nov. 28. Nov. 21. 1902. 
No. 1 hard.. 5 172 
No. lnorthern 604 486 449 1,126 
oa 2northern 1,196 1,206 1,042 1,429 
799 757 747 558 
447 436 478 263 
177 255 288 154 
261 226 218 109 

42 44 40 








3,528 8,410 3,267 8,811 
STOCKS OF COARSE GRAIN 
Stocks of coarse grains in public 
houses at Minneapolis, in bushels: 


Dec. 6, 

Dec. 5. Nov. 28. 1902. 
PR, TOES c's aie a'e's 2,700 1,975 6,889 
EO ees 1,297,920 1,328,940 926,317 
PRFNOF, DUB. 00-2000 1308345 1.313.000 532,652 
OO Se 70,893 58,224 65,270 
Pes DOB. avcc seesvecs 1,451,344 1,400,200 1,100,469 


MINNEAPOLIS STOCKS OF GRAIN 


(In thousands of bushels.) 











Wheat Flax- 
Wheat. inc. seed. Oats. 
WIERD sic aincc cas essai 68 9 127 26 
Bye OSS 52 6 56 8 
ee A eee .. tome dene 1 
Exchange Grain Co... 92 12 ee 
TPN GETIS 6 cccccccccccces 269 *2 839 97 
“H” Great Eastern... 278 12 884 1 
Go ee. 0. 1.60500 58 OS asses 36 
gee reac rinas (g-e'sers6 3 *)1 dues 
ye gt re 
Gt. A at, Se 109 *13 168 29 
Gt. Western No.?2..... 106 So cs 16 
Interior No. lt........ 98 104 r 
Interior Nos.2and 8+ 72 val 935 
Interstate No. lf...... 177 9 87 
Interstate No. 2 wae aes 
are 233 *16 sale 
Midway No. 1**.. rare idee 245 
Midway No. 2**........ 396 46 12 
Mississippi( Butcher) 67 a 1 
BIGROLORT....ccccesdocce 43 7 1 15 
Northwestern No. 1.. 88 17 1 25 
Northwestern No.2.. .... eee age mabe 
Brooks-Griffiths...... 99 28 21 128 
Pioneer Steel......... 339 72 429 3 
LE OOS 63 136 eae 
Osborne-McMillan... 35 *2 "99 34 
St. Anthony No. lft... 151 f . wists 
St. Anthony No. 317... 608 297 me «a 
Standard (Sowle)..... aes Gee nee 53 
Star (Van Dusen)..... 128 ae 20 
OE ea 853 *2 45 1 
Victoria (Cargill)..... 81 13 Me ‘wees 
E. 8. Woodworth 207 30 55 215 
“X” (G.C. Bagley).... 39 1 197 10 
I cccxscewanse ses 4,241 861 1,451 1,298 


+F. H. Peavey. !Van Dusen-Harrington 
2Pillsbury’ t}W. H. Dunwoody. ** Gregory- 
Jennison. *Decrease. 





Closing Wheat Prices 


Closing prices of December and cash 
wheat at points named, on each day of 
the week, per bushel, were: 

DECEMBER WHEAT 
Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat. Mon. Tues. 


2. 3. 4. 5. 7. 8. 

Miuneapolis.. 794 80 8, 80% 80% 80% 

PIED ...ccccs 78% 7914 794 784 79% 794 

Chicago ....... $1 817, 82% 82 82% 82% 
St. Louis...... 90% 91% 91% 91% 90% 90 

New York..... 8844 8974 91 91 91% 9% 


$ 7 / 

Kansas City... 694 69'4 6974 69% 69 69 
Milwaukee*... 80% 8134 82% 83% 8234 82% 
CASH WHEAT 
Minneapolis. . 8094 81% 82% 82% 824 81% 





Duluth......... ry, 80% 805% 803%, 80% 80% 
Chicago. p 84 86 87 ce ae 
St. Louis 

OS ae 78% 78% 7834 78% 78% 
New York— 

lnorthernt... 91% 98% 94 944% 94% 94 
SR 8944 90% 9134 91% 92% 914% 
Kansas City— 

SRALG. .csccce 72% 71% 72% 72% 713% 71% 


1 
ee 8234 834 8434 84% 84% 84% 
waaees.. . 8834 83% 84% 84 837, 84% 
tA float. *May wheat. 
In the above table the price of cash wheat 
at Minneapolis, Duluth, Chicago and Mil- 
waukee is for No. 1 northern. 
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Weekly Flour Output 


The attached table gives the flour 
output at milling centers for two weeks, 
with comparisons, in barrels: 

Dec. 5, Nov. 28, Dec.6, Dec. 7. 
1903, 1 1902. 


5 903. 
Minneapolis .... 410,180 454,150 346,050 
Duluth-supe’r.. 25,140 387,385 32,140 24.740 
Milwaukee ...... 45,600 42,400 37,650 45,750 


WOR, cc coecenss 480,870 533,935 416,740 401,755 
35 outside mills* 160. 60,545, waueeas 183,740 onitdens 


Agr’te spr’g... 641,415 Sacsees 560,480 = cise 
St. Louis......... 31,600 28,700 26,000 
St. Louisf........ 52,000 54,000 a7 "500 24,000 
Indianapolis..... 12,810 10,470 12; 930 10,465 
Detroit .......... 11,400 9,500 12,600 11,400 


Chicago.......... 12,500 10.500 31,225 28,100 
Kansas City..... 46,800 45,600 37,325 A 
TOldO......4.006.60% 29,400 38,400 27,400 42,000 


*Minnesota and Dakota mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth. 

+Flour made by mills outside of St. Louis. 
but controlled in that city. 


Freight Rates 


OCEAN RATES 


Ocean rates on flour, from Atlantic 
ports, as quoted in Minneapolis Tues- 
day, were as follows, in cents per 100 lbs: 

From 

















Phil- New- 
New Bos- Balti- adel- Mon- port 
To— York. ton. = phia. treal. Ke 
Aberdeen...... eee de ar 
Amsterdam.... 9.00 9.00 12.00 at --- 12.00 
Antwerp ee eee ewe 
Belfast...... a. eee ‘ éoswe 
Bremen ........ 10.00 ..... 11.00 ..... sabes Gewese 
Bcatccceses GE Oceus Seems, S000 snovn esses 
CRONE i vccth ccs ‘sxcien beeen i es 
Christiania 9.00. 12.00 11.00 . 
Copenhagen .. 9.00 12.00 11.00 . 
MTN ce ncscsecdee Wena Wave Ese. araes 
SP vccccncece seacs secs SED estas 
DENGSG...cc.c02 MG 0.00, 16.88 20.00 
Glasgow 9.84 12.00 11.81 . 
Gothenburg. eeee- 12.00 11.00 
Hamburg.. 10.00 11.00 10.00 
Helsingfors ures 17.00 16.00 
peewaee EAP succes caean 
eee eee 13.00 11.25 
Liverpool 8.44 9.94 9.4 
eer 8.44 11.44 10.44 
| NN ee ea 
Manchester.... 8.44 8.44..... TREE cies caus 
Newcastle...... TRU a. 5. saeta: wieeponaae souan 
ama ieee 8.00 8.00 11.00 10.00 2222: 12.00 
eee. Sunn Beko. ciasal gelag aaee es maaE 
Senso. ee uae eae 
Stettin.......... ty 11.35 12.00 : oa ennee 
St. Sonn’ 8 ee rr 


Owing to cath changes, the above 
rates are subject to confirmation. 





MINNEAPOLIS ALL-RAIL RATES, 


All-rail rates on flour millfeed, oil 
cake, etc., from Minneapolis and Min- 
nesota Transfer eastward, covering 
the 2c advance effective since Dec. 1, 
are shown below in cents per 100 lbs, to- 
gether with the proportions of the same 
rates applying from Chicago: 








B 

To— cents. cents. 
ee ue osc cannickeesekibacan 29.50 20.30 
TRO, TOU siccscccrenacascesaneses 27.50 18.30 
RE eer 25.50 16.30 
Baltimore rate points........... 24.50 15.30 
Albany, Troy and Schnectady.. 26.50 17.30 
RES aR See 25.50 16.30 
Syracuse, Corning, Rochester. 23.50 14.30 

Oswego, Miva. ss. ecccc secs. 23.50 14.3 
ee er 23 50 14 30 
Buffalo and Suspension Bridge 20.00 10.00 
Pittsburg and Erie............. 20.00 10.00 
Se coo ckaske pense cockevanaiansae 20.00 10.00 
Providence... . 29.50 20.30 
DN isa sce ecasdaeddwanaaesas 29.50 20.30 
Oe Pe ee ee 29.50 20.30 
Cleveland and Columbus........ 20.00 10.00 
Cincinnati and Toledo.......... 18.00 8.00 
Sandusky and Youngstown..... 20.00 10.00 
Indianapolis and Ft. Wayne.... 18.00 8.00 
DER ccccictedvessssasanasaneues 18.00 8.00 
Lansing and Grand Rapids..... 18.00 8.00 
Jackson and Kalamazoo........ 18.00 8.00 
WIE ccucasbecceesnaswadenves 20.00 10.00 
Cc rer local.. - 10.00 10.00 
—Through rates from ‘Minneapolis, B- 


piinanaoel of same rates from Chicago. 
EXPORT RATES EFFECTIVE DEC, 10. 


To-— Cts. Cts. 
A B 
New York, Boston............... 24.00 16.00 
PT RIORINOI. cc cecanscvestenascces 22.00 14.00 
Baltimore, Newport News, 

MGINEIRIIE so cecna cccascha'cascaras 21.00 13.00 
PN OO RRA ee rrrrrs 16.00 
Montreal. Quebec ..........c.e0. _ ) fer 
St. John, Levis, Point Levi..... 24.00 ccece 





MINNEAPOLIS SHIPMENTS BY ROUTE 


The subjoined table gives the flour 
shipments by route from Minneapolis 
during the eleven months ended Dec. 1, 
for two years. 





1903, 1902, 

bbls bbls. 
©. eR Piisccncncnasaces 1,281,527 2,038,618 
C. 8t. P.M. & O 2,055 1,856,828 
Sy SR ene 861,905 
Wisconsin Central...... - 2,587,790 2,652,685 
Great Northern...........- 1,518,811 2,024,729 
Northern Pacific.......... 1,088,515 1,544,170 

Great Western.......-ccece 2,160,958 1,830.1 
Burlington & Northern... 1,142,594 1,080,665 
OS aa ee ee ae 2,762,093 2,066,093 
BOCK IGIANG.....ccccccccccse | oY eee 
TRE, Wie tsiacaevarenas 14,686,094 15,455,789 








The shipments, by route, of flour and 
millstuff from Minneapolis during No- 
vember, for four years, are shown in 
the attached tables: 


NOVEMBER FLOUR SHIPMENTS BY ROUTE 
1908, 1902, 1901, 1900, 
bbls. bbls. bbls. bbls. 


C., M. & St. P. 115,274 218,865 406,668 188.768 
Omaha........ 125,560 194,509 207,946 73,181 
M. & St. L.. 


50,550 y 
Wis. Central. 239,158 340,1 116, 792 111,872 
Gt. Northern 259,385 89,312 32,055 165,094 
Nor. Pac...... 190,948 211,145 115,092 160,777 
Gt. Western. 278,186 180,103 290,641 112,411 
ok »- BB icves gid 62,144 87.371 80,491 





re etataoare a's aie 319, 270,478 290,248 201,294 
Rock RECREME... TR ieneneen “Worihss vvdeese 
Totals...... 1,744,248 1,666,776 1,610,258 1,058,188 
Receipts..... 27,595 23,227 33,482 18,267 


NOVEMBER MILLFEED SHIPMENTS BY ROUTE 
1908, 1902, 1901, 1900, 

tons. tons. tons. tons. 

C..M.&St.P. 9,777 12,514 be 4 4,769 


«& ‘ 
Wis. Central. 3,779 2,887 
Gt. Northern 7,575 1,904 








1 

2. 
Nor F00..:.. 3,754 6,717 4,305 7,443 
Gt. Os same 540 979 2,080 1,472 
+ Sn & Q.. 6,615 1,748 4,060 749 

pep taatess »145 R 5,102 6, 
Rack Island.. Wee. Caseses. «Onan a * Now 
Totals...... 43,125 46,288 48,555 38,526 
Receipts..... 1,707 1,570 2,480 2 
8ST. LOUIS 


Following are the freight rates on flour 
in sacks, in cents per 100 lbs, from East 
St. Louis to foreign ports, via all-rail: 





Rotterdam...... 28.50 Glasgow ......... 29.50 
Amsterdam..... 29.50 Hamburg........ 28.50 
Antwerp........ - 3350 Huil........ -. 34.50 
i eer See ea 30.50 
Christiania...... 50 Liverpool........ 27.44 
pon gant -. 30.50 London.......... y 
seanewoess 31.50 Newcastle....... 31.50 


- es via New — are quoted at 2c 
less than the abov 

Following are tee all-rail export rates 
on flour in sacks, in cents, per 100 lbs: 
New York........ 20.60 Boston........... 20.50 
Philadelphia..... 18.50 Baltimore....... 17.00 
Newport News.. 17.50 

The following are the Kanawha Des- 
patch al rates on flour per 100 lbs: 
New York.. . 18.50 Baltimore....... 17.50 
Boston. -.. 18.50 Newport News.. 17.50 
Philadelphia. . . 17.50 

The following are the domestic rates, 
all-rail on flour in sacks, in cents per 
100 lbs: 





ow vows. Wisiveess 23.00 Scranton........ 21.00 
25.00 Baltimore....... 20.00 

- 21.00 Washington..... 20.00 

oo S100 Detrore........0. 10.50 

- 15.50 Newport News.. 20.00 

. 22.00 Richmond, Va.. 20.00 

19.50 Rochester....... 19.00 

Cleveland........ 11.50 





common points 20.00 

The following are the domestic rates 
on flour via Kanawha Despatch, includ- 
ing marine insurance, in cents per 100 
lbs: 


BOGE ORs ce cicsieses 23.00 Baltimore....... 80.00 
Providence.,.... 28.00 Virginia com- 
New York.. -. 21.00 mon points.... 20.00 


Philadelphia.. . 20.00 
On export lots the minimum is 60,000 lbs 
except when loading capacity of car is less, 

when 35,000 lbs is accepted. 
Lal 


INDIANAPOLIS 


The following are rates on flour and 
millstuff from Indianapolis, which went 
into effect Dec. 1, in cents per 100 lbs: 





To— Domestic. To— Domestic. 
pT eee 20.50 Norfolk, Va.,..... *13.50 
a eae Lynchburg, Va.. 15.50 
Providence,R. I. Suffolk, Va...... 15.50 
ae ee gt R.1.* Petersburg, Va.. 15.50 
New York.. nA Richmond, Va.. 15.50 
New York.. Roanoke, Va.... 15.50 
Philadelphia. Washington,D.C 15.50 
Philadelphia Albany, N. 8.00 
Baltimore....... SOM, dis Cacescee 18.00 
Baltimore....... oT oh. a 16.50 





Syracuse, N. Y.. 15.00 
Geneva, N. Y.... 15.00 
posnester, B. 'Y. 14.50 


Portland, Me.... 2 
Portland, Me*... 1 
Newport News.. 15. 

18. 





Newport News..* Dubois, Pa....... 14.50 
Norfolk, Va...... 15, Emporium, Pa.. 14.50 
*Export. 
PHILADELPHIA 


There was little or no demand for full 
cargoes, rates on which were largely 
nominal. A fair inquiry for berth room 
in regular line steamers and rates were 
steadily maintained. Quotations of 
prompt shipment are: 

Cork for orders, per quarter. 2s 14d@2s3 d 
Picked ports, per quarter,....1s6 d@ls 74d 
Denmark, per quarter........ 2s 14d@2s3 da 
BERTH RATES Flour. 

Grain, per. bu. pers ton. 

4d 8 6d 


EAOGOGON ic co ie nssavecadecane 

Antwerp, Jan . oe 6d 
OE a a aean te s 14d *10¢ 
Glasgow, Dec. d 8s 6d 
Manchester.... 134d *10%e 











Per qr. Per 100 lbs. 
Rotterdam.. -@1s 74d 10c 
Amsterdam. eB .ccoce ile 
Hamburg. ae -.-@1s8 T%d lle 
| Aa er @2s 14a 12¢ 
‘Per 100 Ibs. 





BALTIMORE 
Ocean freights were irregular—higher 
to some ports and lower to others—with 
demand throughout flat at the follow- 
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ing closing rates: Liverpool, per bu, 
1%d; London, 1%d; Glasgow, per 
qr, Is 3d; Belfast, ls 6d; Dublin, Is 9d; 
Leith, 1s 9d; picked ports, 2s; om 
burg, ls 3d; Rotterdam, ls 6d@is 7%, 
Bremen, 27 pigs; Cork, f.o, 2s 3d. 


MILWAUKEE 
The following are the domestic rates 
on flour in cents per 100 lbs from Mi}- 
waukee to eastern points: Lake- 
a. and- rail, 
20 





Spbas ‘seewe 20 18 

aenadvaees sees 19% 17% 
Philadelphia and Utica ...... 18 16 
Syracuse and Rochester..... 17 15 
PIED <5 es ccavteacsecsoves . W 15 
Ses. gr dev actcvcaceecedes 13 ll 


Following are the ocean rates on flour 
from Milwaukee via New York in cents 
per 100 lbs to foreign ports (subject to 
confirmation): 











Glasgow.......... PO See coe 19.66 
eee Newcastle....... 1.66 
poet... Christiansand... 1:00 
ith.. Amsterdam..... 4.00 
Manchester. Rotterdam ; 
eee ee Aberdeen.. 
Antwerp......... 844 Hamburg.. 
Southampton... 16.88 Christiania. ( 
Dundee.......... 14.06 Bremen..... Svees 12,00 
NEW YORK 


There is very little change in the con- 
dition of the market. Prices are steaiy 
with limited inquiry. Spot freight 
quotations are as follows: 






Grain, Flour, 
per bu. per ton. 
Liverpool...... paagavacaeasert 14a 7s bd 
MUN o's sicewé'onsesanccaes once ligd 7s 5d 
RUUEINEED schpvaesevenccuncescece ed 10s 
RUE avec vétcsses teu cavesesve 2 @2y4d 8gsid 
LO EE or ery os an 128 bd 
ae a kawsgeye Sputhiawe 234 12s tid 
Newcastle. ............. fas . 84d ™ id 
—— S00 nseesoneceoscuse. sece 8s °d 
ntwerp.. led 10s 
Bremen 25 pfg. *12c 
Hamburg 22% pfg. *12c 
Rotterdam 9c 
Marseilles. ls 6d 10s 
Copenhage 28 6d ¥lle 
Stettin = = bal UF 
ac dvinsdcs saveceaceuedens *12%c 
oo Sa ee nominal 3 7a 
*Per 100 ibs. 





Visible Supply 
The statement of the visible supply ft 


grain in the United States is given b 
low in bushels veomcnciste i omitted): 








At— “Wheat. Saar poly Rye. B’r’y. 
Baltimore.. 556 609 230 95 l 

oston..... 803 84 MT Geers, oesices 
Buffalo..... 5,111 919 945 1,764 
Chicago.... 2,375 1,089 1,227 2i¢c 
Detroit..... 824 194 178 0 
Duluth...... 2 1 422 87 
Ft. William Mcrae saeae send 
Galveston.. 1,648 Re ss beat 
Ind’napolis 292 59 30 — 
Kansas Cy. 543 44 172 bees 
Milwaukee. 828 25 824 350 
M’neapolis. 7,727 83 1,298 1,403 
Montreal... 161 174 97 1 74 
New Orl’ns. 841 MD Gateat “tees. 5% 
New York.. 1,077 363 579 183 75 
Afioat...... once Ree ane. ene 0 
POOP... 1 12 580 27 l 
Phil’d’Iphia 138 118 121 2 
Pt. Arthur.. a seeds. Shana: oaaeb ae 
St. Louis... 4,725 15 115 34 32 
Toledo...... 828 819 = 1,217 13 2 
Toronto.... ee D “ssgiee ‘ 
On Canals.. 208 198 71 25 5 


On Lakes... 4,012 1,162 4938 186 1,099 


Total, .... 82,142 6,684 8,115 1,259 5.633 
Last week.. 30.140 6,867- 9.684 1,119 5,637 
Last year.. 45,940 8,895 6,754 1,881 3,074 

Changes for week were: Increases—wheat, 
1,902,000: Decreases — corn, 288,000; oats, 
1,469,000; rye, 140,000, and barley, 196,000. 





Flour Exports 


NEw YorK, Dec. 8.—[Special Teic- 
gram.]—Exports of flour, given in bar- 
rels, from all Atlantic and Gulf poris 
for the weeks ended on the following 
dates, were: 

Dec. Nov. Novy. Dec.‘ 

Destination— “ 5. 28. yi 





Amsterdam..... 11,245 9,154 7,620 8,17 


Rotterdam...... 21,864 21,705 10,868 19,0) 
Dscckssacsece chere Scansi “sence sesees 
Copenhagen.. 685 7,028 2,714 ~ 9,i%4 
Denmark........ ) | a are ys eeeees 
Norway,Sweden 505 5,764 288 5,712 
Russia........... Ce eee sense 

CBR i ccveanses 5,154 4,884 «4,698 = 6,114 
OOS 1,848 6,119 —:1,772 1,057 
San Domingo aaaee fs Eee 1,612 
Other W. Indies 22,616 16,404 29.872 15,825 
CentralAmerica ..... 1,487 1,561) 572 
S70 eee -- 2,000 8,275 9,201 5,24 
Other 8 ae 6,225 5,196 9,070 9, 4 


. Ne America... 4,864 11,266 2,884 6,4" 
Bouth Africa.... 7,276 89,120 4,181 ..--- 
QOCROFE.. 000000 --» 5,047 1,811 12,402 8,875 


Total...........418,778 386.229 889,268 438,02 
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THE WORLD’S WHEAT 
(Continued from page 1279.) 


quantity fell from 1,250,000 qrs a week 
from Aug. 1to Novy. 30, to 830,000 qrs a 
week in the three months from Dec. 1 to 
Feb. 28. 

This season, however, we shall prob- 
ably witness a weekly shipment of 100,- 
000 qrs from Australasia in January and 
February, which did not exist last year; 
and we og also expect India to furnish 
more than last season’s weekly contri- 
bution of 30,000 qrs in December, Janu- 
ary and February. If, however, the 
United States and Canada do not exceed 
their last year’s shipments to Europe in 
December, January and February, which 
were 350, 060 qrs a week in wheat and 
fiour, I can see no likelihood of the to- 
tal shipments during these three months 
exceeding 925,000 qrs a week, whereas 
the requ rements, i believe, will be 
found to be not less than 1,050,000 qrs a 
week. 

The future course of prices depends, 
in my opinion, more upon the action of 
the markets in America, whether in fact 
America has the required 3,200,000 bus 
a week to spare for Europe, which, 1 
believe, Europe will require, than upon 
the Argentine surplus, which, according 
to our latest reports, founded upon an 
official estimate of the acreage, viz., 10,- 
(10,000 acres, against 8,830,000 acres sown 
last year, is "after all not considered like- 
ly to exceed twelve million quarters, 
as compared with eight million quarters 
in the present year. 





Foreign 


Glasgow 


Guaseow, Dec. 9.—[Special Cable.]— 
Dullness has prevailed during the last 
week. Buyers held aloof and business 
passing was very small. Greater steadi- 
ness has characterized this market. 
Demand has slightly revived, but there 
is still room for improvement. Receipts 
have been very heavy. The following 
quotations show the range of prices in 
this market, net c.i.f, per sack of 280 
Ibs, and are usually based on actual 
transactions: 









Spring—First patent............ 24s 6d@25s 6d 
SGML Sane ccsaws ses < -. 228 @288 6d 
PPE icc sccces cone ceesces - 20s @2i1s 
| errr = sdai6s 

Kansas DAtent. .....cc..c0cccccece 228s 8d@28s 

Winter—First patent............ 25s @26s 
— aapeted baeteivvccsesees -. 238 @248 
i) -. 21s @2is9d 

No. 0. Hungarian ee are .. 278 9d@29s 
ROGGOR andes <vcessansccese -. 16s @15s 6d 

Brag, OR vs'newenntc pes acasssatrece £4 2s 6d 


Sales ex- store, not including commission, 
would srereon an additional cost of 9d@1s 
per sack. 





Liverpool 


LIVERPOOL, Dec. 9.—[Special Cable. ] 

There is no improvement in this mar- 
ket. The same quietness prevails as 
has ruled the market for some time. 
The speculative movements of Ameri- 
can markets during the last few days 
have been entirely inoperative here. 
The following quotations show the 
range of prices in this market, net c.i.f., 
per sack of 280 lbs, and are usually 
based on actual transactions: 





Minnesota first patent..... «see. 248 94@25s 6d 
Minnesota second patent....... 288 9d@24s 
\iinnesota first clear............ 20s 8d@21s 
Winter extra fancy.............. 21s 3d@23s 8d 
Winter first patent.............. 23s 9d@25s 6d 
K OSRS REO cece occsenseceveces 228s 6d@28s 
Hungarian first grade.......... 278 om 9d 
HeGstscasseavanseseseevasacoas S vente OP wens 
Bred; Meee Miiscas success cece deaneccces £4 
London 


LONDON, Dec. 9.—[Special Cable. ]— 
Yhis market is quiet but steady, with. 
little or no variation in prices. Only a 
small forward business is passing as 
American mills are very firmin their 
o'fers. The following quotations show 
the range of prices in this market, net 
C.i.f., per 280-lb sack, and are usually 
based on actual transactions: 

nnesota first patent.......... 
)' innesota second patent ...... 
Minnesota first clear........ ee 
)' innesota second clear... 
Kansas patent........... 
tiungarian ......... 
! +7 ~-seanemamced ex-mil 

an, per to 












ee & 17s 6d 








Amsterdam 


AMSTERDAM, Dec. 9.—[Special Cable. ] 

A more active demand for flour has 

‘en experienced, though the market 
romains quiet. The demand is chiefly 
for Minnesota clear. Other quotations 
i: this market are as follows, delivered 
tcrms, per 100 kilos (220% Ibs), and are 
usually based on actual transactions: 


‘'innesota first patent... 12.60@..... florins 

nnesota second patent. .12.12@..... florins 
iret GEOR cosectinvacsss ..++.10,00@10.12 florins 
‘ hoice low grade awmnae ----. 7.50@..... florins 
E.Od-GO...ccecccccccecscceess 6,62@ 6.75 florins 
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Fragments From the Fiscal Wonderland 
BY C. G. AND F. C. G. 


(With apologies to the writer and the il- 
lustrator of the Alice books.—Copyright 
reserved.) 


No.1. The Chaplin and the Missioner 


The — was dumping on the sea, 
Dumping with all his might, 

He did I his best to rule the waves, 
And rule them nice and bright; 

And this was odd, because it was 
The middle of the night. 


The moon was shining sulkily, 
Because she thought the sun 
Had really got no right to dump 
After the day was done. 
rs lt’s not legitimate,” she said, 
“To come and spoil my fun.” 





The Chaplin and the Missioner 
Were walking glove in hand, 

They wept like anything to see 
Such quantities of sand: 

“If this were onty tilled with wheat,” 
They said, “it would be grand!” 


“If Seddon with a seven-bob tax 
Worked it for half a year 
Do you suppose,” the Chaplin said, 
“That he could make bread dear?” 
“I guess so,” said the Missioner, 
‘And raised a British cheer. 


“O Toilers come and walk with us!” 
The Chaplin did beseech. 

“A simple plan, a pleasant walk, 
A trampling on the Beach, 

We can not do with more than four 
To keep an eye on each.” 


The eldest Toiler looked at him, 
But never a word said he. 
The eldest Toiler winked his eye 
And breathed a silent D, 
Meaning to say he’d had enough 

Of such simplicity. 


But four young Toilers hurried up 
All eager for the plan; 

They’d paid a guinea for their hats, 
Their clothes were spick and span— 

And this was odd because, you know, 
Each was a working-man. 


Four other Toilers followed them, 
And yet another four; 

And thick and fast they came at last, 
And more and more and more— 

So great a demonstration 
Was never seen before. 





The Chaplin and the Missioner 
Walked ona mile or so, 

And then they seeped ona scheme 
Conveniently lo 

And all the little Toilers stood 
And listened in a row. 


“Phe, time has come,” the Chaplin said, 
To talk of many things, 


Of watches—wire—and Waltham clocks, 


Of pearlies—dollis—and rings, 
And why you take it lying down, 
And whether trusts have wings.” 


“But wait a bit,” the Toilers cried, 
“Before we have our chat, 

For listening is uncommon dry, 
And all of us are fat.” 

“No hurry,” said the Missioner; 
They thanked him much for that. 


“A tax on bread,” the Chaplin said— 
“Two shillings shall we say? 

Mutton and beef and eggs and cheese 
Contribute in their way. 

Now if you’re ready, Toilers dear, 
You can begin to pay.” 


“The foreigner, not Us,” they cried, 
Turning a little blue; 
“After your pledge, to pay would be 
A dismal thing to do.” 
“The Empire’s fine,” the Chaplin said, 
Do you admire the view?” 


“It was so kind of you to come, 
You looked so green and nice.”’ 
The Missioner said nothing, but, 
They’re deaf to your advice, 
I wish you would not perorate— 
I’ve had to stop you twice.” 


“It seems a shame,” the Chaplin said, 
bs 3 play them such a trick, 
After we’ve led them on so far 
And talked to them so quick.” 
The Missioner said nothing but, 
“We've piled it on too thick.” 





“I beg of you,” the Chaplin said, 
Don’t act contrariwise.” 

With hums and habs he blurted out 
Words ofthe largest size, 

Showing his pocket-hankerchief 
Before their wondering eyes. 


“O Toilers,” said the Missioner, 
“You’ve had a pleasant run! 
Won’t you be giving me your votes?” 
But answers came there none— 
And this was scarcely odd, because 
They’d bolted, every one. 
— Westminster Gazette. 





What is it makes the children laugh? 
he wheaten loaf. 
What’s free from dustand grime and chaff? 
The wheaten loaf. 
What makes our bodies lithe and strong? 
What fills the earth with joy and song? 
What makes our lives both bright and long? 
The wheaten loaf. B 
—Barr. 








Special Notices 


HELP WANTED 














WANTED — 50 MILLWRIGHTS, ON 
flour mill work. Apply to Fraser- 
Mather Co., Milwaukee, Wis. 


ANTED—A LIVE MAN IN PHILA- 
delphia to sell the product of a north- 
western mill of 1,200 bbls daily capacity, 
making a flour of unsurpassed merit. Ad- 
dress Smith, 361, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 


ANTED—CAPABLE MAN TO TAKE 

management of flour and corn mill 

with combined capacity of 1,000 bbls. Must 

have experience and best references. Ad- 

dress Milling Co. 876, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 


ANTED—NIGHT MILLER FOR 65-BBL 
plansifcer mill located at Stanch- 
field, Minn. Must be single, honest and in- 
dustrious. I run the mill myself day times 
but would want night man to take charge 
whenI am away. For deta‘ls, stating ex- 
perience and salary wanted etc, address H. 
W. Egert, Stanchfield, Minn. 


OMPETENT HELP— MILLOWNERS IN 
need of experienced managers, flour 
salesmen, bookkeepers, head millers, oper- 
ative millers, engineers, millwrights, pack- 
ers, etc., can write to the Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis, Minn. They can be 
placed in communication with the best of 
help. In asking for men, state wages, length 
of employment, etc. 




















SITUATIONS WANTED 








ANTED—A POSITION AS FLOUR 
salesman in New England, for a first- 
class spring wheat mill, either on salary or 
salary and commission. Reference given 
if wanted. Address F. 365,care Northwest- 
ern Miller, Minneapolis. 


HFE4D MILLERS, OPERATIVE MILL- 
ers, millwrights, engineers and other 
mill employees in seeking new and better 
positions will derive good results by ad- 
vertising in the Northwestern Miller. This 
paper is read closely by the larger mill- 
ers who require men of high ability and who 
pay salaries in proportion. Many have se- 
cured lucrative positions in this way. To 
millers and others seeking employment the 
charge is 50c per time for one inch or less. 
Address Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 
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ANTED—POSITION BY YOUNG MAN 

of 23. Has had nine years’ experience. 

Am willing to take any position up to 

second miller at living wages. Am willing 

worker, Speak German and Scandinavian. 

Address Louis Wagner, care C. J. Wagner, 
Wakanda, 8. D. 


OSITION WANTED—OPEN FOR EN- 
gagement Jan, 1,athoroughly capable 
man of long experience as head book keep- 
er. Assistant manager or foreign and do- 
mestic salesman. Excellent foreign con- 
nections. Highest references. Address A. 
B. 369, Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


ANTED—BY A THOROUGHLY EX- 
perienced head miller, a change in 
either soft or hard wheat mill of from 400 to 
8,000 barrels capacity. A more southern lo- 
cation preferred. Am at present engaged in 
one of the Minneapolis mills. No second- 
miller position desired. Best references. 
Address, B. Miller, No. 302 Ninth St. South. 
Minneapolis. 


\ ANTED—A POSITION AS HEADMILL- 

er ina mill of from 200 to 1,000 bbls 
capacity. Have followed milling from my 
youth on and fully understand all its de- 
tails. With a good mill and a fair quality of 
wheat I guarantee yields, quality and per- 
centages to be second to none on either 
hard or soft wheat, Would prefer Minne- 
sota, Wisconsin or Lowa but would consider 
good proposition from anywhere, Am just 
in the prime of life and a hustler for good 
results. Nothing under $80.00 per month 
will be considered. Address Headmiller 
373, care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 

















MILLS FOR SALE AND TO LEASE 








OR SALE—A FIFTY-BARREL CAPACI- 
ty flour mill in a good live town in the 
midst of the best of wheat country. Mill 
is just newly equipped with the latest im- 
proved roller process machinery, A bar- 
gain. Price. $10,000; halfcash, balance easy 
terms. Address, C. C. Pollard, Fremont, 
Dodge Co., Neb. 





‘OR SALE OR TRADE — A _ 100- BBL 
wheat mill, 35-bbl rye mill, a feed mill, 
automatic engine, plansifter system, mill 
started in March, 1908. Big custom trade; 
good feed and merchant trade; good grain 
country; county seat city of 3,000; large ter- 
ritory; a splendid location for this business. 
Will guarantee to show to 40 per cent prof- 
it on the investment; will sell at a de- 
cided bargain if taken soon. Best of reasons 
for selling. Address E. 8. 375, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 








MISCELLANEOUS 








ECOND-HAND MACHINERY-IF YOU 
have any second-hand machinery, run 

a little ad in the Northwestern Miller. The 
cost would be small, and it is sure to bring 
you a customer at a good price. Try it. 
Address Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


FoR SALE —SECOND-HAND STEAM 
| ENGINES — One 12’x30” right - hand 
Twin City Corliss engine; one 28’’x60” left- 
hand Brown automatic engine. All of the 
above are in good condition—were taken in 
exchange and will he sold at low prices. 
Minneapolis Steel & Machinery Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 


ANTED—TO BUY A MILL OF ABOUT 
200 bbls capacity, well located in Min- 
nesota orthe northwest. Also would like 
to correspond with a practical miller who 
has $2,000 to $8,000 and wishes to take an in- 
terestin sucha mill. Would expect him to 
act as miller. Address A. B. C., 362, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


\WANTED—MAN FROM 2% TO 35 YEARS 

old of good habits and fair education 
with $8,000 to $20,000 cash to invest in one- 
third or one-half interest in a first-class 
milling plant and line of elevators in south- 
western Minnesota and southeastern South 
Dakota. Must be capable of taking charge 
of books and general office work. Address 
Mill 364,care Northwestern Miller, Minne- 
apolis. 


OR SALE CHEAP—SECOND HAND 
flour-mill machinery as follows: 5 
Allis round reels; 3 7x20 4-roller mills, Bar- 
nard & Leas; 19x142 pair high feed mill; 1 
9x18 4-roller Allis mill; 120-inch French buhr 
mill; 1 Cranson scourer; 1 cob crusher; 8 
Cyclone dust collectors. We will trade for 
any machinery you have. The A. Harris 
Machinery Co., 24th Ave., S. E. and Universi- 
ty, Minneapolis. 


OR SALE-—-AS GOOD AS NEW AND 
cheap. A lot of machinery from the 
Crescent mill which is being dismantled: 
Six double 9x24 Noye-King roller mills; ten 
Noye improved flour dressers, 30x86; one 
Odell flour dresser; two upright bran dust- 
ers; two Mills air-belt purifiers; four No. 0 
Smith purifiers; one fractional register for 
flour packer; one No. 2 Richmond ware- 
house separator; one No. 2 aspirator for 
wheat; one brush machine; one Beall 
steamer; two No.3 Victor steamers; four- 
inch Caldwell conveyor without lining; 
wood conveyors with boxes complete; iron 
pulleys, post bases, leather belting. &c. 
one af prices. W.8S. McMillan, Roches- 
er, N. 




















E SELL FIVE DIFFERENT MAKES 

of gasoline engines all of which are 

sold with a guarantee to give satisfac- 
tion. These engines will be sold on one 
year’s time at five per cent interest. 
== STEPHEN D. DEMMON = 


MONADNOCK BLDG, CHICAGO, ILL. 
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Three Round Reels 
For Sale. 


EVERETT, 
AUGHENBAUGH & CO., 
WASECA, MINN. 





INVINCIBLE’ 


fa 


JON ND gRS 
FriC’ CYT Louk pr pact 


INVINCIBLE GRAIN CLEANER C2 
SILVER CREEK.N.Y_ 





Strong & Northway Mfg. Co., 
Northwestern Agents, Minneapolis, Minn. 








THE PNEUMATIC 
DUST COLLECTOR 


IS THE BEST. 


























Macaroni Machinery 


P. M. WALTON 
1019-1029 Germantown Av. 
PHILADELPHIA,PA. 








THE AMERICAN MFG. CO. 


65 WALLST., NEW YORK, 


willsend youfree“A LITTLE BLUE 
Book” on ROPE TRANSMISSION. 











OUR BAGS 
ALWAYS GIVE 
SATISFACTION. 








Self-Raising 
Flour Acid 


For Prepared Flours, 
Baking Powders, etc. 


An experience of 40 years in 
the manufacture and use of this 
article warrants the claim that for 
Purity, Uniformity and Sta- 
bility our product has no equal. 


We use no alum, terra alba, 
ammonia, nor other foreign sub- 
stances. 


Correspondence solicited. 


Rumford Chemical Works, 
Western Branch, 6 RushSt.,Chicago. 

















F WIVEN IEA 3h) 
ee. ay Lours. uO 
The “HOOSIER” Waterproof 


CAR CARD 


Durable—Cheap— Effective 
Easily and quickly put on. 
No laths required. 
C. F. GARDNER PRINTING CO., 
Hoosier Sign Works, Princeton, Ind., U.S.A. 








Every flour warehouse is full of 


Cockroaches 
They can be exterminated with 
DEAD SHOT 
a harmless, odorless powder, al- 
ready in use by hundreds of mill- 
ers and bakers. B. HOWARD 
SMITH, Kansas City, Mo. Pres- 
ident Smith Steam Baking Co. 








FUEL CO. 


SHIPPERS OF COAL. 


Special attention given 
to elevator and milling 
trade. Distributing 
docks at all principa 
lake ports. 45 So. 4th St. 


MINNEAPOLIS. MINN. 





We will send, with 
out charge, upon 
request, a sample of 


SAMPLE 
our EXPORT FLOUK 


FRE ENVELOPE UF EXPORT FOU! 


They are made from cloth-lined paper, and are ap- 
proved by the postal authorities. Also sample en- 
velopes of best rope paper stock for grain and mill 
products, cereals, seeds, merchandise, catalogues, 
ete. NORTHWESTERN ENVELOPE CO., Minneapolis 





JEFFREY convevinc 





RY 


JEFFREY 
DETACHABLE 
CHAIN. 





Our specialties are adapted to 


FLOUR MILLs, GRAIN ELEVATORS, 
ROLLER MILLS, POWER HOUSES, 
FACTORIES. 


LABOR-SAVING APPLIANCES. 
Address, 
The Jeffrey [lfg. Co., 


COLUMBUS, OHIO. 


Send for Catalogue. 











‘tExperts’”? who want 

to write our advertise- 

ments, but our custom- 
ers can beat them toastand: 
still, not because they are 
better writers than the “Ex- 
perts,’”? but because they 
KNOW THE FACTS, and 
it does not require an ex- 
pert to state facts. Here is 
a letter in point, which we 
have just received: 


W* are bored te death by 


CEDAR CREEK ROLLER MILLS, 
GREEN BAY, WIS. 


Oct. Ist., 1903. 
Columbian Feed Governor Co,, 
Minneapolis, Minn., 
Gentlemen: 

Please send us one No. 1 Feed Gov- 
ernor at once. This makes the 4th 
machine I have installed in as many 
different mills and I can’t run a mill 
and run it right without one. As the 
fellow said, “It is the biggest little 
thing in the mill.” He told the truth. 

Yours truly, 
LEMARRE & HAUTERBROOK, 
Per Otto Delaporte, Head Miller. 


Let us send you one on thir- 
ty days’ trial, and we will 
pay all freight in case you 
return it. 





Columbian 
Feed Governor Co. 


104 2nd St. No., 
Minneapolis, Minn., U. S. A. 


Let us tell you 
about the won- 
derful Monitor 
They 


Packers. 
are in advance of 
any other pack- 
ers ever built. 


RO TAADA IAPs 


HUNTLEY MFG. Co. 
The Model Roller Mill 


Send us ten pounds of wheat and 
we will mill and analyse it, and 
then you can tell howto make the 
proper mixture and keep your 
flour up to standard. 

We are making these analyses 
for some of the largest mills and 
grain houses in the country. 

All kinds of tests conducted. 
Write us. 


THE COLUMBUS LABORATORIES 


SCHOOL OF MILLING AND 
BAKING TECHNOLOGY 
108 STATE STREET. CHICAGO, ILL. 








made. 


FOR CATALOGUE, 





McCormick Turbine. 


On Vertical or Horizontal Shaft. 


Gives ahigher percentage of useful effect than any other Turbine 
All sizes, right and left hand, are built from patterns per- 
fected under systematic tests in the Holyoke Testing Flume. 
Parties having power plants which are unsatisfactory, and those 
contemplating the improvement of 
interest to confer with us. 


powers will find it to their 
STATE REQUIREMENTS AND SEND 


S, MORGAN SMITH 60,, York, Pa. 


176 Federal St., Boston, Mass, 








A. E. Baxter Engineering & Appraisal Co., 


Builders of High-grade 


FLOUR AND CEREAL MILLS. 


945 Ellicott Square, 
BUFPALO, N. Y. 














THE HUMPHREY 
EMPLOYEES 
ELEVATOR 


is doing the lifting for the bright- 
est, biggest, and best millers 
in this country and England. 








THE HUMPHREY ELEVATOR 
MEANS MORE FREQUENT IN- 
SPECTION OF THE MILL. 


That means that little things | 


are not allowed to go wrong 
until ‘‘next trip.’ 

Little things run up into big 
money, in a mill. The best 
millers know it—have you 
considered it ? 


S, K, HUMPHREY, 


53 STATE ST., 
BOSTON, MASS. 
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FLOUR MILLS CO, Ltd. 
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